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Rev. Joanne Marchetto 
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Carolyn Benner, Donna Call, Tracey Gill,  
Liz Kenny, Kim Kreider, Beth Kunkle,  
Anne Laubach, Pam Mongi,  
Yvonne Stauffer 
 

Church Officers  

FAQs 
 

Sunday Worship:  10:00 a.m. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Office hours are Monday through 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastoral Care Needs 
For medical emergencies or deaths, 
contact: 

• Pastor Becki at 
, 

or... 
• Deacon Moderator: Yvonne 

Stauffer at ystauffer7@yahoo.com. 
 

Prayer Chain Requests 
Messages to be shared via the Prayer 
Chain may be emailed to 
prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org. 
Messages, or through a form on the 
Prayer Requests page of the church 
website. 

 
Please visit us on the web! 
For all the latest information, audio 
sermons, calendar highlights, and news, 
visit us at: www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

 
Next Newsletter Deadline: February 18 

 
Personal Contact Information 
Phone numbers and email addresses of 
members are not shared to publications 
that are shared online. 

 
Zoom Links 
Links to Zoom meetings are not published 
in church publications, to discourage 
outside interference.  

Contact Us!  
Phone: 610-967-5600 
Fax: 610-928-5600 
office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
 
Find us on Facebook at 
Faith Presbyterian Church Emmaus 

mailto:ystauffer7@yahoo.com
mailto:prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:office@faithchurchemmaus.org
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T his particular newsletter is 
always bracketed by moments 

of wonder. At the front end of the 
season, we have the season of 
Advent. Advent is a season to 
wonder as we prepare to celebrate 
Christmas and Christ’s birth. At the 
other end of the season, we come 
into Lent, a time to wonder about 
the unfathomable grace and love 
that led Jesus to the cross on Good 
Friday. Ash Wednesday will be on 
Valentine’s Day in 2024, which I 
think is a wonderful invitation to 
think about the broad, deep, high 
love of God.  

Wonder is when we stand back 
in awe of something. Wonder 
doesn’t require us to fix anything, 
say anything, or be anything other 
than present. In Advent, we think 
about Mary silently wondering and 
marveling at the words of shepherds 
and wise men. In Lent, we think 
about Jesus wondering in the 
wilderness and the wonder of the 
stone rolling away from the tomb in 
the dark of the morning.  

 

I’m thinking a lot about wonder 
lately. My son will be nearly eight 
months old by the time this 
newsletter comes out. He is filled 
with wonder. Everything is amazing 
to Zachary. Imagine not having a 
vocabulary for anything. You and I 
know what a chair is and what it’s 
for. I wonder what Zachary thinks a 
chair is for, or what word (or non-
word) his 8-month-old baby brain 
has come up with for what we call a 
“chair.” I watch the way he holds 
things and examines things (and 
how he is confused by pictures on 
fabric that don’t come off the 
fabric). Most of the things he 
wonders about end up in his mouth 
(I’m not recommending you wonder 
at things by tasting them), and it’s 
all a part of his process of 
understanding his world.  

For most of us, we’ve been in 
the world long enough that we often 
forget to wonder. We often take for 
granted that we have words for 
everything. We’ve been around long 

 
(Continued on page 4) 

A Note from 
the Pastor’s Desk 

Rev. Rebecca Mallozzi 
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enough to form opinions that we’re 
pretty sure are set in stone at this 
point. The internet gives us 
immediate answers to questions and 
closes the gap that allows space for 
wonder. So, how do we make space 
for wonder again?  

We will try to make space for 
wonder in worship. Our Advent 
worship theme is rooted in wonder. 
We’re doing the theme “What is God 
Like” based on the children’s book 
What is God Like? by Rachel Held 
Evans and Matthew Paul Turner. 
We offer space for wonder in Bible 
studies when we read the Word 
together and find space for 
questions and reflection. We can 
make space for wonder in everything 
we do if we are intentional about it. 
Imagine meeting someone new and 
asking them questions. We wonder 
about them. Listen to your children 
when they tell you things and ask 
questions; wonder with them. 

Focus when you look at creation. 
Stand in the silence of a new 
snowfall. Stand in front of the 
window and let a sunbeam hit your 
face. Eat your meals and wonder at 
the textures and smells and colors. 
We make space for wonder when we 
actually make space for wonder. 
It’s easy to say “too busy” or “too set 
in my ways” and “too distracted.”  

We really aren’t any of those 
things. They’re excuses, not reasons.  

So, I challenge you this season. 
Imagine what it looks like to see 
things through the eyes of a child. 
Challenge yourself to find a daily 
practice that reminds you to wonder. 
Bracketed by the wonder of Advent 
and the wonder of Lent, may you 
find wonder in the in between 
moments of these seasons. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Becki Mallozzi  

Pastor’s Message 
(Continued from page 3) 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 10:00 a.m.— Family Worship 

 8:00 p.m.— Traditional Service 

 11:30 p.m.— Outdoor Service at 
Emmaus Triangle 
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Scriptures and Sermons for Winter Worship* 

SUNDAY 
MORNINGS 10 A.M. 

IN-PERSON & 
ONLINE! 

AT FAITH CHURCH 

O ur worship services can be watched live on YouTube, as they happen, 
anywhere you have an internet connection. Find the link on our 

website under Media—Live Stream, or check it out at https://bit.ly/FPClive. 
Past services are archived and viewable at Media—Sermons & Bulletins. 

Ash Wednesday worship service is 
February 14 at 7:00 p.m. Stay tuned 
for more information about the 
Lenten season! 

https://bit.ly/FPClive
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D uring Advent, which begins this 
year on December 3, many 

churches and families use wreaths 
to symbolize watchfulness and 
increasing joy as Christmas 
approaches. Colors for the candles 
vary, with some traditions using blue 
(for hope or creation) and others 
preferring purple (for royalty, 
humility or penitence). 

The four candles that each 
represent a week in Advent also 
signify hope, peace, joy and love. 
(The third candle is often pink.) 

In the center is the 
white Christ candle, 
representing Jesus 
as the light of the 
world. That candle is 
lit on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. 

The round, green Advent wreath 
has special meaning of its own. It 
symbolizes eternal life and the 
unending love of God, who sent his 
only Son to earth to die in our place. 

Advent Meanings 

A s we approach the end of 2023, 
our church is truly having a 

“Leap of Faith”. We named our fall 
fundraising campaign this way, and 
the congregation really delivered. As 
always, thank you for your financial 
generosity. But we see this notion in 
other areas of the church—through 
our youth, our dynamic mission 
efforts, and our programming. 

There are a lot of exciting 
events going on with our youngest 
faces: a new children’s music 
program, a puppet ministry, youth 
activities to raise awareness for 
homelessness, and the journey of 
our four confirmation students. 

Want to donate food or 
products this season? There is a 
table in the narthex indicating 
multiple destinations for your giving! 

And the calendar for the first 
several months of 2024 is filled with 
new ideas for educational and fun 
ways for us to get to know each 
other better. 

We are living (and leaping) into 
our faith, by abundantly sharing 
God’s grace. 

 

Highlights from our meetings are 
communicated in the Announcement e-
mails, and are posted on the bulletin 
board that hangs outside of Fellowship 
Hall. 

 

by Ann Lowell  

CLERK’S 
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Reminder: Annual Report submissions are 
due December 31! 

 



 

 

 

• Newsletter Deadline  
The next newsletter to be published is the Spring 2024 edition. The 
deadline is February 18.. The newsletter editor is not responsible for 
providing information on committees’ upcoming events, only sharing 
what has been provided. If you feel that something has been 
overlooked, please contact the appropriate committee’s chairperson. 

Newsletter deadlines for the remaining 2024 issues are: 8/18, 11/17 

• Church Directory 
As is our custom, a proof copy of the directory will be placed in the 
narthex in December. You are asked to review your information and 
make changes to anything that is incorrect or has changed. That 
would include college student addresses.  

• Annual Reports 
Annual Report submissions are due December 31. Only financial 
reports will be accepted beyond that date.  

• Church Office  
Office hours can be found on the inside front cover. The office will be 
closed on the following dates during the upcoming months.: 

November 23 January 1, 15, 16 
December 25 February 19 

 

Faith Church is on the Web! 
For all the latest information, audio sermons, 

calendar highlights, and news, visit us at: 
www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

 
Find us on Facebook at 

Faith Presbyterian Church Emmaus 
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Book Study: Hear Us Out: 
Six Questions on Belonging and Belief 

I n 2023, a group of pastors led by 
Pastor Sue Pizor Yoder released a 

book wondering how faith 
communities connect with those who 
identify as “nones” and “dones.” 
Nones – folks who do not affiliate 
with any religious group – and dones 
– folks who have experienced and 
consider themselves done with 
organized religion – are an 
increasingly large population in our 
world. The book asks the question 
about how emerging generations 
make meaning in their lives and 
invites communities of faith to 
wonder about how we create 
meaningful relationships in and out 
of the church walls. Within their 
research, Pastor Yoder and her 
colleagues found that young people 
do want to talk about faith, even 
when they didn’t identify with any 
religious tradition. 

We, too, can think about how the emerging generations make 
meaning, and we can wonder how we as a faith community can make 
meaning alongside people.  

In January, you’ll have an opportunity to join the conversation. Meant 
to be read for group study, Hear Us Out will be the focus of a January 
book study. Read the book and then join us on January 8 and 22 to share 
stories and wonder together how we create spaces of belonging. The 
gatherings will be hybrid. Zoom links will be available the week before the 
gatherings. In the event of inclement weather, the conversations will be 
online only.  

Please join us! 

If you need help getting the book, please talk to Pastor Becki. Any 
other questions, please talk to Pastor Becki.  
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T he deacons will be collecting 
items to send “goodie boxes” to 

our Faith college students in 
February. We have changed the 
time of year that we send the 
goodie boxes, thinking that it would 
be nice to receive one during the 
dullness of winter and before 
Valentine’s Day. Please look for the 
collection box in the narthex. Some 
examples of items include protein, 
granola, breakfast bars, pretzels, 
cracker packs, hot cocoa mix, gum 
cookie packs, tea, and the like.  

 
 

 Please do let the church 
secretary or your deacon know the 
current college address of your 
college student or if you are one.   

Thank you. Our college 
students appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and support. 

Goodie Boxes 



Winter 2023/2024 

 

Military Service 
• Robert Call, Lt., US Army, S. Korea, grandson of Donna Call. 
• Isabel Krause, Lt. US Navy, granddaughter of 

Jeff & Anita Krause. 
• Sophia Krause, USNA Class of 2027, 

granddaughter of Jeff & Anita Krause 
• Victoria Krause, Lt. US Navy, granddaughter of 

Jeff & Anita Krause. 
• Jack Melnick, US Marine Corps. 
• Bella Santamaria, Naval Academy, niece of 

Jim and Eleanor DePhillips 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 
  Becky Shreck  Dorothy Perrin  Marie Heffner 

 Sandy Missmer       Heather Nicholas 

Do You Have an Extra Minute? 

T he Board of Deacons has identified the following members who are 
either confined to their homes, at a nursing facility, or sometimes 

unable to attend Sunday worship services: 

Kay Cole -------------------- Fellowship Villa 
Marie Heffner -------------- Lehigh Center 
Sandy Missmer ------------- Home 
Barbara Newman --------- Home 
Dody Perrin ----------------- Home 

If you have an extra minute, perhaps you could call, send a card or even 
visit one of these members. Their phone numbers and addresses are 
located in the Faith Directory. Be a Deacon in your own right and help 
make someone’s day a little brighter.  

11 
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Women of Faith 

Holiday Craft Fair & Raffle 
December 2nd  

T he Women of Faith are excited 
to be preparing for the return of 

the Holiday Craft Fair and Raffle on 
Saturday, Dec. 2nd from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m., so circle your calendars! 
And please spread the word to your 
friends and neighbors!  

Lunch will be served and there 
will be plenty of home baked 
goodies (individually packaged) 
from which to select. A variety of 
crafters will be present with many 
items to tempt the holiday 
shoppers. 

There will be a variety of 
vendors to visit to select some 
special items for folks on your list 
(or for yourself). The raffle will have 
lots to check out such as: quilts, gift 
certificates, themed baskets and 
vendor donations.  

All the proceeds will be used for 
local mission. The need is even 
greater this year. 

 
 

WANTED !! 
Shoppers—Bakers—Helpers 

B aked goods are looked forward 
to every year. The Faith family 

bakers never fail to provide in 
abundance. This year it will be very 
helpful if items are divided into a 
variety of small labeled packages 
when delivered rather than on trays 
or large covered containers. For 
health reasons, there should not be 
food items open to multiple hands. 
This way it will still be possible for 
shoppers to mix and match their 
selection of goodies. There will be 
workers at the church on Friday, 
December 2nd from about 9:00 a.m. 
until 8:00pm to receive any baked 
goods.  

Many hands are needed to 
make the Craft Show a success. It 
will be greatly appreciated if you 
are able to help in any way-- 
whether it is setting up/assisting 
crafters, greeting, checkout/raffle 
ticket sales, bake sale, or taking 
down and cleanup. By 3:00 p.m. at 
the close of the show, fresh sets of 
hands are especially welcome to 
aid in the take down and clean up. 

Do not miss this opportunity to 
get into the spirit of the season, see 
friends and neighbors, use your 
talents, and demonstrate what a 
community of Faith working 
together can do for the good of the 
larger community beyond our walls!    
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December Birthdays 
Dennis Arndt 
Harry Dennis 
Owen Dredge 
Brynn Durn 
Terry Eck 
Jack Ferlino 
Cameron Godiska 
Christina Godiska 
Scott Greb 
Rosemarie Haley 
Michelle Halpin 
Betsy Han 
Marie Heffner 
Mark Heimbach 
Beth Kunkle 
Sue Lawall 
Samuel Luff 
Dianne Macdonald 
William MacHose 
Susan McCracken 
Bonnie Osterwald 
Matthias Staack 
Helen Mary Underwood 
Erik Walker 
Cawley Waters 
Cathy Wiese 
 

 

January Birthdays 
Mary Ann Burke 
Katherine Cole 
Erin Gill 
Carson Halpin 
Colin Halpin 
Daniel Hemberger 
Lynn Ingram 
Laurie Murray 
Heather Nicholas 
James Pantano 
Mary Roberts 
Lynda Scheirer 
Matthew Somishka 
Suzanne Vitale 
Ella Wiese 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

February Birthdays 
Heather Davis 
Jonathan DePhillips 
James DePhillips 
John Gill 
Quinn Jackson 
Samuel Kennedy 
Anne Laubach 
Thomas Luff 
Elizabeth Luff 
Donald Macdonald 
Abigail Masenheimer 
Sandy Missmer 
Katrina Piper 
Michael Pipines 
Beth Walker 
Barbara Webb 
Benjamin Wiese 



 

 

 

M inistry to the Congregation 
(MTTC) embraces the former 

committees – Worship, Discipleship, 
and Fellowship. Several different 
subcommittees (informal task 
forces) were formed during the 
past year, at various times from 
volunteers, church members, to 
meet for a short term commitment 
to organize, conduct/complete 
certain activities/events. This is 
how MTTC attempts to keep Faith 
Presbyterian Church (FPC) “active 
and on the move”, but it is only 
through the participation of church 
members that this actually 
becomes a reality.  

For more on this, we invite you to 
check the MTTC poster which will 
be displayed during Fellowship and 
Sunday Morning Together (SMT) in 
Fellowship Hall showing the many 
areas in which you can get 
involved. 

Speaking of SMT, please check 
the schedule for the remainder of 
this calendar year, published in the 
weekly Thursday email “Blast” and 
in the Sunday church bulletin. Of 
special note, the Christmas 
Luminaries, made during SMT on 
November 19, will be made 
available again this year to the 
community at our Church craft Fair 
and at the “Old Fashioned 
Christmas” event on the Triangle in 
downtown Emmaus, both on 
December 2. We love having the 
opportunity to get church members 
out into the community.  

This past year we participated 
in the “Farewell To Summer” (see 
photo below), in downtown 
Emmaus, by distributing fun 
tattoos and information cards 

14 
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about FPC to the public. Can’t wait 
to see how we get out into the 
community next year!  

For next year, January through 
May 2024, please see the SMT 
schedule on Page 17.  We are 
excited for the return of our EMT 
speaker on Jan. 21 to conduct a 
session on First Aid and Fire Safety. 
(You may recall his presentation this 
past September on CPR and the 
Defibrillator.)   

We are in the third year of SMT; 
we are hoping that Church members 
continue to take advantage of the 
various opportunities/events 
available from SMT, which benefit 
our Church and/or community. 

We are very thankful for all the 
volunteers that have helped make 
the community events and church 
events possible. Upcoming events 
that we could use some additional 
help with for 2024, already, are our 
first Talent Show (well, the first in a 
very long time), Mind Body Soul 
Wellness Event, VBS,  and the 
Autumn Festival. If you are 
interested in joining any of the task 
forces for these events please reach 
out to any MTTC members.  

SAVE THE DATES:  
• Talent Show: February 2nd  
• Phantoms Hockey: March 3rd  
• Mind Body Soul: May 4th 
• VBS: June 17th -20th 
• Autumn Fest: September 28th  

 

It is never too early to start 
discussing Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) or Autumn Fest for next 
summer and fall!  Autumn Fest 
needs to kick off a planning 
committee in January to make sure 
we have plenty of time to implement 
all the fun activities for our church 
and community come September. 
VBS is such a delight to be able to 
put together for the children of our 
church and community. Please let us 
know if you are interested in joining 
our current task force.   Theme to be 
announced.  SPECIAL NOTE – If 
your child attended VBS this past 
summer and had fun with the music 
(which they all did with John), then 
we hope to see them at Children’s 
Music Time with our Music Director, 
John Shilanskas. They meet every 
Sunday (except if there is a 
luncheon) during SMT. (See Music 
News article.) 

If you have not seen any yet, 
keep your eyes peeled for 
information on the Talent Show. It 
will be such a fun day filled with 
memory making over Sights, Sounds 
and “S” Foods. Mind Body Soul is 
still looking for speakers but many 
of our break out groups are already 
set. We will have meditations, Tai 
Chi and belly dance for attendees to 
try and more. Remember, Mind 

 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Thursday Women’s Study Group 
SPRING 2024 

 T his Group meets Thursday mornings, 9:30-
11:30 a.m. in homes of our members for coffee, 

study, prayer and laughter. 

Our last meeting of 2023 is Dec. 14 with a 
brunch.  We will continue our study on “Walking in 
the Dust of Rabbi Jesus” starting again January 
11, 2024 and begin a new study (TBA) in February.   

Interested?  Contact Anne Laubach or 
Deanna Robinson. 

Word on Wednesday 

T he Word On Wednesday 
group meets on Wednesdays 

at noon in the parlor. WOW will 
take off for the holidays and will 
not meet on December 27 or on 
January 3. We will pick up once 
again on January 11 with a new 
Bible study.  

All are welcome! 

Body Soul is a wellness day that is 
focused on providing resources and 
encouragement to love our bodies 
as God made them.  

 Please see other MTTC related 
articles such as: Music News with 
our Music Director, John Shilanskas; 
Word on Wednesday (WOW) with 
Pastor Becki; Thursday Morning  

 

Study Group with Deanna Robinson, 
Coordinator; Youth Groups Update 
with Pastor Jo Marchetto. “Thank 
You” for everyone’s contributions.  

Lastly, don’t forget to check out 
our MTTC bulletin board regularly 
for upcoming Church events and 
activities. 

We Are All One In Christ, 

Your MTTC 

MTTC 
(Continued from page 15) 
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Following 
worship 

• November 26- Decorate Church 
for Advent; Kids’ Music; 
Fellowship 

• December 3- Pot Luck Lunch 

• December 10- Cookies and bags 
for Daybreak; Kids’ Music; 
Fellowship 

• December 17- Work Camp Cookie 
Sale; Kids’ Music: Fellowship 

• December 24- Fellowship 
(Christmas Eve) 

• December 31 –Fellowship (New 
Year’s Eve) 

• January 7 – Pot Luck Lunch 

• January 14 – Fellowship;         
Kids’ Music 

• January 21- Fire Safety & First 
Aid; Kids’ Music; Fellowship 

• January 28-Congregational 
Meeting; Kids’ Music; Fellowship 

• February 4- Pot Luck Lunch 

• February 11- Fastnacht;                   
Kids’ Music; Fellowship 

• February 18- Fellowship; Kids’ 
Music 

• February 25 –Pretzels & Lent 
Fellowship; Kids’ Music 

• March 3- Pot Luck Lunch 

• March 10- Fellowship; Kids’ Music 

• March 17 – Vision Team Event; 
Kids’ Music; Fellowship 

• March 24 – Palm Sunday- 
Egg Hunt; Fellowship 

• March 31 – Easter;                      
Easter Breakfast 

• April 7- Pot Luck Lunch 

• April 14- Church Clean up Day & 
Lunch; Kids’ Music 

• April 21– Earth Day Clean ; Kids’ 
Music; Fellowship 

• April 28- Scavenger Hunt; Kids’ 
Music; Fellowship 

• May 5- Pot Luck Lunch 

• May 12- Fellowship; Kids’ Music 

• May 19- Pentecost- Confirmation 
Reception; Kids’ Music 
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Tickets ~ https://fevo-enterprise.com/Faithpresbyterian5  

Email or text Heather Davis for 

Share your talents with your church family! 

Please Mark Your Calendars! 
You don’t want to miss this event! 

 

https://fevo-enterprise.com/Faithpresbyterian5


Winter 2023/2024 

 

19 

T he Music Department is in full 
swing! Read on to learn more! 

1. Rehearsals for the Faithful 
Harmonizers, our vocal choir, 
are held every Wednesday from 
7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
Though weekly attendance is 
highly encouraged, all are 
welcome to participate as the 
spirit moves them. This 
ensemble is open to all 
regardless of age or musical 
ability. 

2. Rehearsals for the Faithful 
Ringers, our handbell choir, are 
held every Wednesday from 5:30
-6:30 p.m. in the Music Room. 
Though weekly attendance is 
highly encouraged, all are 
welcome to participate as the 
spirit moves them. This 
ensemble is open to all 
regardless of age or musical 
ability. 

3. Have you heard it? ..the music 
coming from the classrooms 
after worship that is?  No? You 
have not? Hmm… guess we 
need some more kids to get a 
little louder.  

John, our music director, has 
started a children's music time 
on Sundays at 11:15 a.m. for 30 
minutes. All children are 
welcome to participate in the 
fun and creative outlet. During 

this time, the children sing and 
play various instruments. They 
also get an opportunity to learn 
about God and bible verses.  

Kids’ Music time meets every 
Sunday except the first Sunday 
of the month.  

We hope to see more smiling 
faces join us and make some 
musical noise! If you have any 
questions about Kids’ Music, 
feel free to reach out to John or 
Heather Davis.  

4.  Faithful Musical Moments will 
return in 2024. These moments 
are for anyone interested in 
sharing their musical talents 
with the congregation on a 
Sunday morning by performing 
a solo, a duet, an instrumental 
piece, etc. Sign-up on the MTTC 
bulletin board.  Please see John 
if you are interested and/or 
need help selecting repertoire, 
need an accompanist on piano, 
organ, or tenor saxophone, or 
have any other questions.  
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by Joanne Marchetto  

Y outh Group is in full swing! 
We have had a great fall, and 

we are looking forward to a fun 
winter! We have also had some 
great community service 
opportunities. We were taught 
about what it means to live with 
visual impairments or blindness 
when we volunteered at a “Dine in 
the Dark” dinner at the Barn. 
Janet and John Ford, who are both 
mobility specialists who work with 
people with visual impairments, 
came and taught our group how 
to be guides. It was a great 
opportunity!  

We will also participate in 
“One Night Without a Home” as 
part of the Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Week 
sponsored by the Lehigh 
Conference of Churches. We will 
sleep outside in cardboard boxes on 
November 17-18 (as of writing this 
article, we haven’t done it yet!). We 
will learn what it means to be 
housing insecure and learn about 
the factors that might lead a person 
to experience housing insecurity.  

We are also looking forward to 
some of our favorite winter events 
including Christmas caroling 
(December 10), our Christmas party 
(December 17), and our movie 
marathon (December 28).  

 

In December, our work campers 
will have their first fundraiser. On 
December 15, we will have a cookie 
baking activity at Faith followed by 
our cookie sale after worship on 
December 17. All work campers are 
invited to join in the cookie baking, 
or please plan to have five dozen 
cookies to donate for the sale. We 
welcome all cookie donations and 
appreciate all the support of the 
community for the cookie sale and 
for work camp!  

If you are interested in 
participating in work camp this 
summer, please let me know. This 
summer, we will be heading to 
Dexter, ME June 22-30, 2024. This 
will be followed by work camp 
Sunday on June 30, 2024. Please 
mark your calendars! 

(Continued on page 21) 



Winter 2023/2024 

 

21 

About Youth Group 
Middle School Youth Group is 

for all people in 6th through 8th 
grades. High School Youth Group is 
for those is 9th through 12th grades. 
If you would like to be included in 
the weekly email blast which 
contains information about weekly 
events, activities, and the monthly 
schedule of events, please email me 
at: joanne@thebarnlv.org  

One way to support the youth 
during the year is to sponsor a 
youth group dinner. Everyone joins 
in a family style meal from 6:30-
7:00pm. Everyone is welcome to join 
us for our weekly dinner together.  

I am also looking to recruit 
adult volunteers to help with youth 
group each week. It is an awesome 
opportunity to get to know our 
youth; they are amazing people! 
And, it is a great opportunity for 
them to get to know you! I created 
a sign-up genius so that we can 

have a rotating schedule of 
volunteers. If you would like more 
information, let me know. We would 
love for you to join us in the fun!  

This year, our High School 
Youth Group will continue their HS 
Book Club. It will meet the third 
Sunday of every month from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Youth group members and 
friends are welcome! Here is our 
reading schedule for HS Book Club: 

December: I’ll Give You the Sun  
by Jandy Nelson 

 

January: Max  
by Jennifer Li  

 

February: The Hate U Give  
by Angie Thomas 

 

March: Aristotle and Dante Discover 
the Secrets of the Universe  
by Benjamin Alire Saenz 

 

April: The Astonishing Color of After  
by Emily XR Pan 

 

Check out 
more 

pictures of 
Youth 

Group on 
the Photo 
Gallery, 
Page 34. 

mailto:joanne@thebarnlv.org
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2024 Per Capita 

Y ou can find the blue per 
capita envelopes in the pew 

racks. Fill it out and put it in the 
offering plate. You can also mail 
in your per capita payment or 
drop it off at the church. 

The per capita payment has 
portions sent to the Lehigh 
Presbytery, the Synod of the 
Trinity and the General Assembly 
to help pay for the operation 
expenses of those organizations. 

While the payment of the per 
capita is included in the operating 
budget, Session has asked the 
congregation to prayerfully 
consider paying their per capita 
to assist with the budget.  Please 
prayerfully consider doing this in 
2024. 

In 2024, the 
apportionment is 
$48.00 per member. 

 

2023 Per Capita Update 

A s of 11/21/2023, we have received only $4,796 towards our total 
payment of $11,904.00. The individual apportionment for 2023 is 

$48.00 per member.  
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Important from the Financial Secretary 

T he Financial Secretary and the 
volunteer counters have a BIG 

FAVOR to ask Faith Church’s  givers. 
For counting purposes, it is 
preferable that you not write 
individual checks for each week 
for which you are giving. Instead, 
write a single check, and if you 
need it for your own records, write 
those dates on the memo line.  
Thank you!! 

IMPORTANT! All contributions 
to the church that are to be 
counted as 2023 contributions 
must be received at the church no 
later than Tuesday, January 2. 
Donations made after that, even if 
the check is dated 2023, will be 
counted toward your 2024 giving.  
Thank you for your understanding. 

The Financial Secretary will 
print and send out your 2023 tax 
statements before the end of 
January 2024.  

 

Giving to Faith church is easy!  

Y ou can donate via credit card or a direct transfer from 
your bank. Just scan this QR code with your 

smartphone’s camera to bring up a link to our website, click 
the GIVE NOW button on the church website, and fill out the 
form. For more information about this option, please read 
the details about electronic giving on the Donate page of the 
church website: http://faithchurchemmaus.org/donate/ 

NOTE: This method of giving cannot be used for flower purchases.  

Operating Fund Financial Report 
Below is the report of operating income vs. expenses 

through November 3, 2023.  

 YTD:  2023   Annual Budget  

OPERATING REVENUE: $ 238,455.98  $ 260,432.00  
OPERATING 
EXPENDITURES: $ 229,569.90  $ 294,975.00  

Respectfully submitted, 
Lynda Scheirer 

http://faithchurchemmaus.org/donate/


 

 

 

Your Offering Dollars at 
Work (Jan. to Oct.) 

T he Session of Faith Presbyterian 
Church thanks all who give to 

the financial support of the various 
ministries of the church. Here is a 
breakdown of how your financial 
support is being used. 

 
Ministry to the Community  .......................................................... $ 27,690 

Meals for Daybreak (serving over 80 folks each month)  ............... $ 1,169 
Ripple Church Meals ........................................................................................... $ 500 
Rotary Food Program 

 (matched amount from SOUP-er Bowl of Caring)  ...........................$ 915 
Faith Family Connections  .............................................................................. $ 480 
Emmaus Fire Victim Fund (gift cards) ....................................................... $ 500 
Fellowship Manor Spirit Fund ..................................................................... $ 1,000 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund ........................................................................ $ 1,000 
Allentown Warming Station ........................................................................ $ 1,000 
Angel Network ....................................................................................................$ 2,010 
East Penn Neighbors Helping Neighbors donation  ......................... $ 1,000 
Faith Feeds Garden ............................................................................................. $ 116 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance donation  ........................................ $ 2,000 
International Mission (Kenya & Missionary Support) ......................$ 4,000 
Workcamp ........................................................................................................... $ 6,000 
Lehigh Conference of Churches donation  ........................................... $ 2,000 
Theological Education fund donation  ................................................... $ 1,000 
PCUSA mission donation (Lehigh Presbytery,  

 Synod of the Trinity & the General Assembly)  .......................... $ 3,000 
 
Ministry to the Congregation  .................................................... $ 124,357 

Four Pot Luck lunches  ...................................................................................... $ 664 
Supplies/Curriculum (includes all events after church)  ..................... $ 418 
Staffing/Expenses (Pastor, Pulpit Supply,  

 Music Director, Youth Director)  .................................................... $ 121,367 
Worship supplies/instrument maintenance  ......................................... $ 1,908 
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Ministry of Support  ......................................................................... $ 65,205 
Staffing (Administrative Asst., Custodian)  ....................................... $ 20,388 
Per Capita  ........................................................................................................ $ 11,904 
Administration Expenses  ........................................................................... $ 10,438 
Insurance ........................................................................................................... $ 11,370 
Utilities  .................................................................................................................. $ 1,753 
Building Expenses  ........................................................................................... $ 9,769 
Communication/Membership/Stewardship  ........................................ $ 1,336 
 

Deacons  .................................................................................................... $ 679 
Flowers ..................................................................................................................... $ 679 

Your Offering Dollars at Work 
(Continued from page 24) 
 

Session Highlights—November, 2023 

• The Confirmation class has had 
a retreat, and the youth have 
been participating in other areas 
in the life of the church. 

• Mark Ingram and Pastor Becki 
are making bible story videos for 
elementary-aged children. 

• The 2024 budget is currently 
being developed based on 
incoming pledges.  

• The Youth Group participated in 
a “Sleep Out” to raise awareness 
for homelessness.  

• There will be an adult choir 
Cantata on December 10, 2023.  

• Pastor Becki will be on vacation 
on December 31, 2023 and 
Pastor Jo Marchetto will preach.  

• Sunday Morning Together 
programming has been set 
through May of 2024.  

• Next year will feature First Aid/
Fire Safety education, a Talent 
Show, a hockey game and a 
Wellness event!  
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E ach year during the Advent and 
Christmas season, we turn our 

eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate 
the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. By giving to the 
Christmas Joy Offering, you honor 
this gift by providing financial and 
vocational guidance to current and 
retired church workers in their time 
of need, through the Assistance 
Program of the Board of Pensions 
and for our future leaders at 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 
schools and colleges. 

The Assistance Program offers 
assistance to folks in one of these 
three categories: 

• retired church workers with 
financial and housing needs 

• church workers with urgent 
financial needs  

• pastors with vocational 
leadership needs 

The Christmas Joy Offering 
provides opportunities for 
deserving students to attend 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 
colleges and schools, such as 
Menuaul School in New Mexico and 
Stillman College in Alabama. 

The Christmas Joy Offering will 
be received and dedicated on 
December 17, 2023. 

Faith Presbyterian Church 
received $2,380.00 in 2022 for the 
Christmas Joy Offering. 

Please prayerfully consider 
donating to this worthy cause 

Christmas Joy Offering: The Perfect Gift 
LEADERSHIP: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us…John 1:14 
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Reverse Advent Calendar 

T he last three holiday seasons, 
our Reverse Advent Calendar 

has been a big success, so we will 
be doing it again this year.  

The calendar starts in the 
middle of November and ends a 
week or so before Christmas so the 
items can be dropped off at church 
(in the narthex), have time to “cool 
off” and be delivered to the 

Emmaus Food Bank at Bethel Bible 
Fellowship Church in January. 

The list has been worked to 
include items that would not be 
covered by state subsidies. The 
Ministry to the Community 
Committee looks forward to seeing 
Faith rise to the occasion again this 
year and help the needy.  

Wherever possible, please purchase cans with pop tops.  
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A s we approach the seasons of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, the 

Ministry to the Community has 
several opportunities to support local 
organizations. 

There will be a table in the 
Narthex for the donations 

Emmaus High School Angel Network 

The Emmaus High School Angel 
Network has asked Faith 
Presbyterian Church to donate 200 
cans of soup to their holiday grocery 
collection. These cans will be picked 
up following worship on December 3. 

Please consider buying cans that 
have pop tops, eliminating the need 
for a can opener. 

Angel Networks help children at 
risk by providing basic assistance to 
students in need on an immediate, 
short term basis; supporting 
students' ability to focus on learning 
in school; and giving anonymously in 
the true spirit of community. They 
provide students with basic 
necessities such as EMERGENCY 
groceries, clothing on an individual 
basis, curriculum-based field trips, 
academic expenses, and personal 
need products 

 

Ripple Church 

We are a Christ-
centered, community

-focused church seeking to have a 
ripple-effect in our neighborhoods 
and beyond by loving ourselves, our 
neighbors, and one another as we 
live towards peace and justice in 
Allentown.  

Charley and Helen Underwood 
have been volunteering at the Ripple 
Church, 1421 W Turner Street in 
Allentown, providing two meals a 
year during their Sunday service at 
4:00 p.m. Their next date is January 
21, 2024. Ask them how you can help. 

The church is also looking for 
donations of hand warmers and 
“cup of soup” (just add water type). 

Family Promise of Lehigh Valley 

Family Promise of Lehigh 
Valley is a non-profit 501(c)
(3) affiliate of the National 
Family Promise Organization. 
Our mission is to assist children and 
families experiencing homelessness 
find or retain affordable housing and 
gain sustainable financial stability. 

Wish list of items in need: 

Paper towels, toilet paper, 
sponges, feminine care products, 
deodorant 

 

Donations to Ripple Church and 
Family Promise need to be received 

at the church by November 30. 

Mission Opportunities 
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Peace and Global Witness offering 
BIG, BIG Thank You to MISSION SUPPORTERS 

Faith Church collected 
$1,995.00 for the Peace and Global Witness offering 

$498.75 will go to East Penn Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
This is an increase of $215.00 over 2022 

WAY TO GO FAITH! ROCK STARS! 

Give thanks in all circumstances 
I Thessalonians 5:18 

T he words Thank You are two very powerful and 
motivating words. They let us know when we are 

doing things right, and that we are appreciated. They can 
never be overused! Whenever notes are received, we want to give our 
church members a chance to read them. Some full notes are posted on 
the bulletin board in the hallway outside of Fellowship Hall. 

• Fellowship Community in 
Whitehall send a note thanking 
the church for a donation made 
in September. The President, 
Mary Kay McMahon wrote, 
“Thank you so much for this 
very generous donation, it is 
much appreciated!” 

• The Children’s Home of Easton 
sent a thank you note for the 
donation to the WAEB 2023 
Christmas Campaign from 
which they benefit. Daniel 
McMahon, the Dir. Of 
Development wrote, “Thank you 
for your long standing support 
and making a difference!” 

• September’s donation to 
Disaster Relief was received 
with gratitude from 
Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance. 

• A note was received from the 
YMCA in Allentown on behalf of 
the warming station. The Chief 
Development Officers thanked 
us for being a catalyst for 
positive change in the Lehigh 
Valley.  

If interested, the full notes (and 
many others) can be found on the 
Ministry to the Community bulletin 
board in the church.  
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Stained Glass Update 

W ith the completion of the 
clerestory stained glass 

windows, the Stained Glass 
Committee (Dick & Zona Farmer, 
Beth & Bruce Kunkle and Carolyn 
Benner) have approached Session 
with the proposal to “do” the 
lancelet windows (the windows 
behind the cross).  

The lancelet windows were 
included in the original proposal 
but the committee made the 
decision to focus on the clerestory 
windows in the sanctuary first. 

Currently the lancelet windows 
have colored covering on them that 
gives a rainbow effect. The 
covering has been on for several 
years and could be replaced in the 
future if needed. 

The Stained Glass Committee 
held an informational meeting on 
Sunday, October 8 following 

worship to outline the proposal 
from Willet Hauser, the company 
that manufactured and installed 
the stained glass in the clerestory 
windows. There is a copy of the 
design in the narthex, along with 
the current proposal which is also 
on the next page. 

The October 8th meeting was 
held to introduce the proposal and 
gauge the interest in the project. 
The proposal has not been finalized 
and there has been no contract 
signed. The funding for the project 
would come from individual 
donations and would not be funded 
from the operating budget. If you 
wish to donate, please put Account 
#6238 on your check. 

If you have any question, 
please contact a member of the 
Stained Glass Committee 

About Stained Glass in Churches 

S tained glass in religious buildings goes as far back as the 7th century.  
People began to build windows in chapels and monasteries with 

colored glass. During the Middle Ages, the movement had grown and 
spread, and was very popular with architects in Europe. But why?  

♦ Stained glass lets in natural light. Before long, builders began playing 
with ways to enhance them. 

♦ Stained glass windows were once used to share images that told the 
story of the Bible to educate people who could not read.  



Winter 2023/2024 

 

31 

 

 



 

 

 

32 

Ponderings at the end of a day — or year 

D utch Catholic priest and 
theologian Henri Nouwen found 

it useful to reflect on several 
questions at the end of the day: “Did 
I offer peace today? Did I bring a 
smile to someone’s face? Did I say 
words of healing?” Pondering such 
questions may prove valuable at the 
end of a year as well: “How did I 
contribute to peace in the world this 
past year? Did I bring smiles to 
others’ faces? Did I offer words of 
healing?” Nouwen continued, and 
we can too: “Did I let go of my 
anger and resentment? Did I 
forgive? Did I love?” 

Many of us set New Year’s 
resolutions for self-improvement, 
asking, “What are my goals? How 
can I better myself, my weight, my 
work-life balance, my habits?” But 
Nouwen said of his self-inquiry: 
“These are the real questions. I must 
trust that the little bit of love that I 
sow now will bear many fruits, here 
in this world and [in] the life to 
come." His resolution was to share 
God’s love with others. With God’s 
help, it can be ours as well, for each 
new day and each new year. 
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T he Helping Hands Care Team 
volunteers have returned from 

New Bern, NC. The 14 dedicated 
workers accomplished many jobs at 
multiple sites. We worked hard, ate 
well and enjoyed relaxing together 
in the evenings. 

We thanked God every day for 
our strength and talents and warm 
hearts. 

Some projects were insulating 
at a mobile home, electrical work, 
ductwork for air conditioning, 
framing a doorway, painting doors 
and trim.  More work was done at a 
home removing old flooring and 
replaced with new plywood for 
another crew to finish. 

 

Some 
homeowners 
will be able to 
be back in their 
homes by Jan. 
Some have 
waited 5 years 
for completion They are all thankful 
and overwhelmed that so many 
volunteers come to help. 

We are thankful for your 
donations that enable us to make 
these trips and help with some 
supplies. 

We have a new date for Spring. 
April 6-13. Please consider coming 
along for a rewarding 
experience.  Also, maybe a friend or 
relative would like information. 

Hello from Lehigh Presbytery 
Helping Hands Care Team 

For information on upcoming trips please contact Carol Bennicoff 
at helpinghands@lehighpresbytery.org. 

mailto:helpinghands@lehighpresbytery.org


 

 

 

34 

Photo 
Gallery 



Winter 2023/2024 

 

35 



 

 

 

36 



Winter 2023/2024 

 

37 

T he Have It/Need It bulletin 
board has not been getting a 

lot of attention, and it is such a 
wonderful place to share the 
things that you are looking to 
get rid of? Perhaps there is an 
item you need? That’s what the 
Have It/Need It bulletin board 
is for! Let’s see what can be 
exchanged within our church 
community! A recent 
example...we found a home for 
a lot of CPAP supplies! 

What kinds of things are we 
talking about? Pretty much 
anything. You may need a piece 
of furniture or a specific tool, 
and someone at church just 
might have what you need. You 
might need help with something, 
or you could be looking to find a 
home for any number of 
household items you no longer 
need...for example: furniture, 
puzzles, small kitchen 
appliances, etc. NO BOOKS.   
We only request that you do not 
drop items off at the church 
until someone wants or needs 
them (unless they are small and 
light enough to hang on the 
bulletin board). 

So, where is the Have It/
Need It bulletin board? You can 
find it in the hallway by the 
parlor/fellowship hall. Check it 
often! You never know what you 
might find.  

Please contact the church 
office to “advertise” something 
you have. And please be sure to 
let it be known when something 
should be removed. Thanks!  

 
Have It items: 

• Iron Pigs Gift Card 

• 75th Birthday Banner 

 

Need It items: 

• Mason Jars in various 
sizes, for jelly to benefit 
the Women of Faith 
holiday craft fair. Contact 
Bonnie Osterwald. 

Phone numbers for 
contacting folks can 
be found in the 
church directory. 

What can you add? 
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Dates in this issue, and more! 

T here are always so many dates to remember. 
This page is intended to provide them all in one 

place for easy transfer to your preferred calendar, 
or for hanging on the refrigerator...however you 
manage your schedule.  

 
 Date Event 

Dec. 2 ............................ Women of Faith Craft Fair 
 Old Fashioned Christmas 

Dec. 3 ............................ Pot Luck Luncheon 

Dec. 10 ......................... Christmas Cantata 

Dec. 16 .......................... Reverse Advent Drop Off Begins 

Dec. 17 .......................... Christmas Joy Offering, Congregational Meeting 
 Work Camp Cookie Sale 

Dec. 24 ......................... Christmas Eve 

Dec. 25 ......................... Christmas Day 

Dec. 31 .......................... Annual Reports are Due, Pastor Becki on Vacation 

Jan. 1 ............................ Happy New Year 2024! 

Jan. 2 ............................ Last Date for 2023 Giving 

Jan. 8 & 22 ................. “Hear Us Out” Book Study 

Jan. 21 .......................... EMT Speaker  
 Ripple Meal 

Jan. 28 ......................... Annual Congregational Meeting 

Feb. 2 ............................ Fellowship Event—Talent Show 

Mar. 3 ............................ Fellowship Event—Ice Hockey 

Apr. 14 .......................... Church Clean-Up Day 

May 4 ............................ Fellowship Event—Mind Body Soul 

Jun. 17-20 ................... Vacation Bible School 

Jun. 22-30 ................... Work Camp at Dexter, ME 

Sept. 28 ........................ Fellowship Event—Autumn Fest 
 
Some events are subject to change. If you are ever in doubt, refer 
to the online calendar for the most up to date information.  
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