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INSIDE THIS EDITION!

Lots of photos! Photos of our 2020 high school
and college graduates (pg. 9); photos like the
one above, from our fifth decade (pg. 22); and a
couple of our Little Free Pantry (pg. 10).
Inside, you’ll also find articles and pieces
about how the church itself, and your church
family members, have been coping during the
pandemic. We hope you’ll take the time to read
this very interesting issue.
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“Remember the wonders God has done,
God’s miracles, and the judgments God
pronounced.” –Psalm 105:5

T

his spring, my book club read the
book, Peace Like a River by Leif
Enger. It’s a beautiful story about a boy
named Reuben and his family. In the
beginning of the book, Reuben talks
about the miracle of his birth. He was
born with a bad set of lungs and right out
of the womb, he stops breathing. He calls
himself a “little clay boy,” there for 12
minutes without breath. His father looks
at him and says in a normal voice (the
story makes a point to call his voice
normal), “Reuben Land, in the name of
the living God I am telling you to
breathe.” And breathe he does.

A Note from the Pastor
Rev. Rebecca Mallozzi
Cured diseases, births (quite honestly,
the fact that we are able to procreate at
all is a miracle…birth is always a
miracle), people who come out of car
crashes unscathed. Of course there is
the other side of miracles: what about
the diseases that don’t get cured? Are
there miracles there, too?

Looking back on this, and
throughout the story that follows, Reuben
says, “The answer, it seems to me now,
lies in the miracles.”

Maybe you’ve wondered about
miracles. The Bible has many stories
about miracles, so we’ll spend some time
this summer unpacking them together.
We won’t explain any of them. When
Jesus holds the hand of a widow’s son –
one everyone declared dead – and tells
him to get up, and he does, I can’t
explain that to you, so I won’t try. What I
will do is try to get us to think about what
it means that Jesus raised the widow of
Nain’s son. We’ll think about what it
means that Jesus took a man’s withered
hand and healed it, and what it means
that a bleeding woman stopped bleeding
just by touching the hem of Jesus’ shirt.

Miracles are unfathomable things.
Webster calls “miracle” a noun: a
surprising and welcome event that is not
explicable by natural or scientific law and
is therefore considered to be the work of
a divine agency. Similar: mystery,
prodigy, sign. The Bible uses words like
“wonder” and “sign.” From the Latin
word “mirus” which means “wonderful.”
Reading Peace Like a River made
me think about miracles and I tried to
make a list of miracles I’ve witnessed.

(Continued on page 4)
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Pastor’s Message
(Continued from page 3)

When we leave an unexplainable
thing up to the “mystery of faith,” it’s
tempting to think it means that we’re
tapping out, or that we’re unwilling to
explain it (or unwilling to let science
explain it). Miracles are part of the
reason many people think science and
religion cannot coexist. Yet, I would say
science itself is a miracle: how else do
you explain the intricacies of a splitting
atom? All those parts have to work
together. Isn’t that a kind of miracle? The
mystery of faith isn’t an excuse. It’s a
surrender. It’s a willingness to admit
there are just some things we cannot
explain.

writer Rebecca Solnit, is a sense of
uncertainty that maybe makes room for
us to intervene. We let go of the need to
be certain. Miracles call our certainty into
question in ways that are both comforting
and completely discomforting. We’ll
wrestle with that tension together, too.
As we look at 12 of Jesus’ miracles
(12 is kind of a holy number, no?), I
invite you to pay attention to your
reaction to each story. Which miracles
leave you feeling satisfied? Which ones
make you squirm? Are there any that you
just wish weren’t a part of scripture?
When you even hear the word “miracle,”
how does your mind handle that word?

So mostly, we will wonder about
miracles together. Since the Latin word
“miraculum” means “object of wonder,”
we will simply wonder at these things
together. How we wonder will tell us
something about our faith. Faith,
Hebrews 11:1 tells us, is the “confidence
in what we hope for and the assurance
about what we do not see.” Hope, says

This summer, we’ll wonder together.
And, as Reuben Land recommends from
Peace Like a River, we’ll make of it what
we will.
In Common Calling,
Rev. Rebecca S. Mallozzi

Want to hear more? Check out Pastor Becki’s
blog at revmallozzi.blogspot.com/
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CLERK’S

S

o much has changed in three
months! In March, we were making
plans for a communion class for children,
taking orders for Easter flowers, planning
VBS, talking about multiple group photo
sessions, gearing up for Work Camp, and
just thinking about how to react to this
situation that was gaining momentum on
the news called the Coronavirus. We
joked about the hoarding of toilet
paper. In April, our Deacons and the
Pastor were fully engaged with our
congregation—from a distance. The
custodian was furloughed, and we were
all learning to use Zoom to see each
other. Future plans involving human
interaction were starting to erode. Our
Worship experience (to include Easter)
had fully shifted to streamed services. In
May, we brainstormed the complicated
task of “getting back to normal” and how
we could optimistically plan for typical
summer events.

by Ann Lowell
But through this whirlwind, the
grace and generosity of our church has
not been depleted. Our incredibly
talented Worship team has allowed for us
to simply push a button to experience
Worship. We are staying in touch the
best we can, we have brought back our
custodian, and we have remodeled
traditional activities. Our financial
contributions have stayed strong, and
our giving to the community has
continued. We have welcomed a new
Elder and celebrated the birth of a
child. Our concern for each other and
our joys have not stopped.
Our routine has been derailed—
and quickly! We may be socially distant,
but many blessings still flow through this
helpful, patient and committed church
family.

Highlights from our meetings are communicated in Announcement e-mails, and are
posted on the bulletin board outside of Fellowship Hall.
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AT FAITH CHURCH

SUNDAY MORNINGS
10:00 AM

Upcoming Sermons & Scriptures
Sunday, July 19

Sunday, June 7

“Thanks for the Miracle”

“The Great Commission”

Luke 17:11-19

Matthew 28:16-20

Sunday, July 26

Summer Sermon Series: Miracles

“Angels and Demons”

Sunday, June 14

Mark 1:21-28

“So Many Fish”
Luke 5:1-11

Sunday, August 2

“The Power of Words”
Matthew 8:5-13

Sunday, June 21

“Peter’s Mother-in-”Law
Matthew 8:14-17

Sunday, August 9

“Eat Hardy”

Matthew 14:13-21

Sunday, June 28

“Raise the Roof
(Or At Least Put a Hole in it)”

Sunday, August 16

Luke 5:17-26

“The Miracle of Calm”
Matthew 14:22-33

Sunday, July 5

“Healing our Brokenness”

Sunday, August 23

Luke 8:40-56

“Raised by Christ”
Luke 7:11-17

Sunday, July 12

“The Miracle of Sabbath”
Matthew 12:1-14

Sunday, August 30

“The Ultimate Miracle”
John 21:1-14
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Worship Update

W

e are now live streaming Sunday Worship! With health concerns and social
distancing requirements a daily reality, Faith is endeavoring to sustain a worship
connection through YouTube streaming. While far from a perfect solution, it has
served to stimulate creativity and broadened opportunities for audio visual
expression. Worship is viewable via the link on our church website, and services are
recorded & stored under Media, Sermons and Bulletins.
None of this would have been possible without the Perry family memorial gift, and
the technological expertise and dedication of Dan Hemberger. Thanks, Dan! Thanks
also to our choir participants and tech volunteers, all of whom are striving to keep the
spirit alive. We are especially fortunate in these trying times, to have a pastor who
continues to deliver sermons deep with meaning and filled with comfort. She does this
while somehow seeming to sense the congregation’s presence during worship,
despite the physical separation. As we continue to seek ways to improve the quality
of virtual worship, we are grateful for your input and encourage you to bring
recommendations to any of our committee members.

~Dick Farmer, Luana Graber, Andy Ingram, Brian Snyder, Amy Waters

Remote Music

I

f you have ever contributed to the music of Faith or have thought of doing so,
please consider creating a recording for use during worship. Use “Firefox
Send” (search from any browser and click on send.firefox.com) to create a short term
link, send it to faithvideoteam@gmail.com and boom! you just helped keep Faith
Music energized. If you’re a bit Mac savvy, a duet or group effort is possible via
iMovie and GarageBand. Even if you’re not Brad Paisley, tracks can
be combined to great effect. Check it out and help
boost the summer music program! Other ideas may
be possible, should health restrictions ease and the
way be clear for some careful gathering. Stay tuned
and please share your thoughts and ideas with our
Music Director, Brian Snyder or any of the Worship
Committee.
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Let’s Celebrate Our Graduates!!!!

W

e’re thrilled to provide the names of our graduates…

Class of 2020. They’ve had a disappointing finish to
their final year and we want to do all we can to let them know how
thrilled we are for them! We’ve all watched them grow as part of our church family,
and we are very proud of their accomplishments. Perhaps send a card? Anyway, please join us
in wishing them well in their future endeavors, where even those are uncertain right now as to
how they will begin. We will recognize our graduates during worship on June 7 with their names
and pictures in a celebration video.



 

Marisa Decker graduated with honors from UPMC
Jameson School of Nursing with her RN degree.
She will continue to attend Westminster College
where she will earn her BSN degree in spring
2021. Marissa plans to work at Jameson
Memorial Hospital during her senior year and
transition within the UPMC network once she
graduates.


 

Brandon Greb graduated cum laude from Temple
University, with a BS in Sport and Recreation
Management and a minor in general business
studies. Brandon worked internships and jobs
with the Philadelphia Eagles, the Philadelphia
Phillies, and Temple Football. Due to the
pandemic, Brandon is shifting his career goals
and pursuing a full-time position within marketing
and/or sales in Philadelphia.
8
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Ryan Kennington graduated from University of
Delaware with a Bachelor of Science in
Biology...Concentration in Molecular and Cellular
Biology. Working for Dr. Schiffman at the
Huntsman Cancer Institute at the University of
Utah then applying to medical school.


 

Carter Lowell is graduating from Emmaus High
School. He will be attending the College of
Engineering at Penn State (University Park) in
the Fall with the intent to study Architectural
Engineering.


 

Madison McWhinney is graduating from Emmaus
High School. She will attend Elizabethtown
College, with a major in Biology. She will Continue
to play soccer, Go Blue Jays!!!


 

Samuel Walker is graduating from Emmaus High
School. He will be attending Penn State Main
Campus in the fall.
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Thanks to Easter Flower Donors

T

his was an unusual Easter to be sure. Easter flowers always need to be ordered
well in advance of the delivery date. Never could we have foreseen the changes
that were about to take place. To all those who submitted flower orders to beautify
the sanctuary---Thank You! When asked if it would be acceptable to donate the Easter
flower money to the One Great Hour of Sharing, every donor was in agreement.
A SECOND “Thank You” is in order for all those generous folks. This added to our
church giving for OGHS by $210.
The Faith Church Deacons

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
⚫
⚫

T

Becky Shreck
Tom Ferguson

⚫
⚫

Betty Dennis
Eleanor Berry

⚫
⚫

Marie Heffner
Dody Perrin

Do you have an Extra Minute?

he Board of Deacons has identified the following members who are either
confined to their homes, at a nursing facility, or sometimes unable to attend
Sunday worship services:
Kay Cole ------------------ Home
Sandy Missmer----- Home
Dotti Harshman ---------- Home
Dorothy Perrin ----------- Home
Marie Heffner ------------ Lehigh Center
If you have an extra minute, perhaps you could call, send a card or even visit
one of these members. Their phone numbers and addresses are located in the
Faith Directory. Be a Deacon in your own right and help make someone’s day a little
brighter.

A

Home Medical Equipment

re you or a loved one in need of home medical equipment? The church has some
medical equipment available for members to borrow, such as wheelchairs,
crutches, shower chairs, commode, etc. If you have a need, please see your Deacon.
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Give thanks
in all circumstances
I Thessalonians 5:18

T

he words Thank You are two very powerful and motivating words. They let us know
when we are doing things right, and that we are appreciated. They can never be
overused! Whenever notes are received, we try to make sure that our church
members get to read them. Here is what was received since the last newsletter. Some
are shortened to the pertinent details:

Dear Friends—On behalf of the Lehigh Conference of Churches, thank you for
your contribution of $1,500.00 for the year of 2019, to support our neighbors who
are in need.
For 65 years, the LCCC has brought together area congregations like yours in
responding to the needs of “the least among us” while building ecumenical and
interfaith partnerships and fostering unity within the body of Christ. With you, we can
carry out the work of God well beyond the church walls, providing housing, hope, and
healing to those who need it most. This most generous gift allows us to continue our
work with more than 14,000 individuals and families living in poverty.
The Conference of Churches is most grateful for your support. I look forward to
continuing and deepening our partnership in ministry.
~Faithfully, Pastor Genie Watson, Ecumenical Associate
Dear Friends at Faith Presbyterian—Thank you so very much for the generous
donation to our network. Our students/families in need (more than 140) are receiving
food gift cards instead of food baskets or lunches. We are so grateful that the kind
and caring East Penn community has reached out to help us help them.
~Sincerely, M. J. Higgins, EHS Angel Network

Reflection on Gratitude
• It is not happiness that makes us grateful. It’s gratefulness that makes us happy.
—David Steindl-Rast
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The letter below was sent to the congregation via
email blast on May 13, and was also shared on our
Facebook group page. If you’d like to be added to
either the email blast mailing list or the group page,
please contact the church office.

Dear Church Family,
It’s May! Hope everything is well with you and your loved ones. I know there’s been a
lot of cabin fever, stress, and a host of other feelings swirling around inside of you.
Know that I’m with you and feeling that stuff, too!
Session met on May 12 for our regular meeting via zoom. We talked a little bit
about what “coming back” looks like. At this point, we are confident we will not be
meeting in person for worship in May. We are semi-confident that we will not be meeting in person for worship in June, but we will keep you posted as much and as quickly
as we are able. We are closely monitoring the ever-changing information and plan to
follow the government guidelines as it relates to reopening (and even then, we expect
that reopening will involve phases of reopening). We are not in a hurry to put your
health at risk and we want to honor your safety. In our discussion, we made the following decisions to put into practice:
•

During the week, the church office should be considered closed. If you do need to come to the office for
any reason, please make sure you wear a cloth mask
to cover your nose and mouth. If you have any questions for the church administrator, please contact her
via cell phone, or email the office at office@faithchurchemmaus.org

•

We are still planning some fellowship activities for the summer, which you
will find listed in the Faith Flyer. Please note that we are planning them, if
the way be clear. Again, we are not in a hurry to put anyone’s health at
risk!

•

We are talking about a virtual Vacation Bible School in conjunction with
other churches in our Presbytery. Discipleship will be in touch with families to gage the interest.

12
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•

We are continuing to offer virtual worship live streaming Sunday mornings at 10. Worship is recorded, so you can watch it whenever you’d like,
and we hope you find space to worship that works for you! You can also
join Pastor Becki on Facebook Live Fridays at noon for a meditative prayer time. Kids are joining Pastor Becki Wednesdays at 3:30p.m. for a story
time. Stay tuned this summer for virtual Bible studies!

Another exciting update is that our finances continue to be stable. We ended April
in the black! Praise God! Thank you so much for your continued generosity.
Please remember that we have funds available to help in financial times of need.
If your church can “adopt-a-bill” from you, or from someone you know, please talk to
me. This is money that we want to see move and help, so please let me know how we
can support you!
We are very grateful for your patience and flexibility as we are learning new ways
of being the church. We know technology has its blessings and its curses, but we’re
grateful for the ways it’s allowed us to continue to do ministry. Our ministry looks quite
different this year – to borrow the analogy the Presbytery has been using, we’ve definitely left the canoe behind. The interesting thing for us to think about moving forward
is what new practices have we put into place that we would like to keep? Which ones
will we be happy to stop? What new practices still need to be discovered?
I have hope and faith God is calling us and leading us, and that God will equip us
as we go. By God’s grace, we’ve been able to do things that six months ago, we only
would have dared imagine we might be able to do. I am grateful for each of you and I
miss you! I pray God blesses and keeps you and brings you peace.

D

uring the week of Memorial day, the church office
typically begins to operate on summer hours, which are Tuesday through Thursday—9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. However, until the stay-at-home order has been lifted,
the office will remain closed for regular business or casual foot traffic. Lynda will come
into the office to do financial work only on Monday mornings. Do not plan to drop in
while she is there. The doors will be locked. If you need her (or something in the office), please call or text her cell phone, which is in the directory. When the office can
return to normal operation, then Lynda will be off Mondays throughout the remainder
of the summer, and the office will open for the hours listed above.
13

The Little Free Library of Faith is
Temporarily Converted
During the Pandemic

S

everal year ago, as an Eagle Scout project, Cawley Waters planned and
constructed our Little Free Library of Faith. It was designed to allow our
congregation and church neighbors to contribute books, borrow books, and generally
increase access to books in Emmaus. It was used and enjoyed.
When Covid-19 started sweeping across the world, we all became more
concerned for our community, worrying for friends who could not shop for groceries
safely, for those who would develop the disease and for those who would lose their
jobs. By March 13, schools and businesses started closing. The time to act was upon
us. Members of our congregation asked a small group of people if we could convert
the library, temporarily, into a Little Free Pantry. After some research, assurance that
the pantry would be maintained, and assurance that Faith Church would not be held
liable if something spoiled, the conversion took place.
Within a few days, books were removed and housed for future use, the pantry
was sanitized and food was donated. Then, letters signed by pastor Becki were
distributed to church neighbors, describing the project and asking for donations.
Finally, a few Facebook posts were added to the community pages. The posts were
liked and shared over 30 times. Community members even made their own posts
when they realized what was taking place.
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The response was immediate and positive. Channel 69 heard about the project
and interviewed Pastor Becki that week. The Morning Call mentioned the pantry in at
least two articles. People were feeling good about Faith’s outreach. The pantry was
filling up as community members and congregation members donated. Congregation
members who couldn’t shop made cash donations. Following our lead, other little free
libraries in the area were converted into pantries.
At first, it didn’t seem like much was being taken from the pantry. So, we placed
flyers down town, near busy intersections to notify people. Soon, it started taking off.
Faith’s pantry stands out as a large pantry in a location where those in need can feel
anonymous, and under a street-light, so it can be accessed easily any time of day.
Currently, the pantry looks different every day. Items are donated or removed,
sometimes leaving us an excess, and sometimes exposing bare shelves. For example,
this weekend the bottom shelf was empty, but yesterday someone added quite a bit.
We are sure to need more in a few days.
Note: This is an emergency, temporary effort designed to help our community.
When it is no longer needed or no longer sustainable, we can convert it back to a
library. Little Free Pantries do not take the place of large, organized pantries, just as
little free libraries do not take the place of community libraries. They only provide
additional support. Let’s not forget to continue to support our community pantries
during this time of high need.
How you can help:
Spread the word: Tell your neighbors
and friends about the pantry,
especially if they live in Emmaus.
Use the box: Donate or help yourself to
the groceries.
If you are thinking of swinging by and
adding to the pantry, here some suggestions:
Items that go quickly: Cereal, tuna fish, name-brand peanut butter, granola bars,
spaghetti sauce, bread, Shampoo & conditioner, cleaning supplies
Items that seem to linger (but we are still grateful for): canned goods

Please let us know if you have any questions, suggestions or concerns.
More about Little Free Pantries:
For more information about little free pantries around the country and to see our
pantry on the map, see littlefreepantry.org
15

How are we coping personally with the
pandemic and stay at home orders?

I

t isn’t easy adapting the business of the church to
accommodate the shuttering required by the pandemic. But,
the church is not only a business. It is also a family of human
beings. Please read the shared experiences below.

A

ll of us have been depressed at some time or other during this “stay at home”
time. It’s hard not to be. All of us have had our plans, big and small, disrupted.
While I have been in Scottsdale, AZ I take an early morning walk each day. As I walk, I
think of all the things I have to be thankful for. This has uplifted my spirits when I
needed it most. Here are just some of the things I think about:
 I am thankful for the beautiful weather. Scottsdale is a nice place in which to be
quarantined.
 I am thankful for my husband, Bob, and the fact that I can hug someone every
day.
 I am thankful that both Bob and I are healthy.
 I am thankful for the fact that we do not have to worry about our finances.
 I am thankful that neither of my children lost their jobs.
 I am thankful that my daughter, Jan, is still in Philadelphia and not in Paris.
 I am thankful that my daughter-in-law, Laura, was able to make masks for all
family members.
I still get depressed, especially while listening to the news. But it does help to
remember all these things with which I am blessed.
~Sue Vitale


 

E

ven though I know it will ultimately depress me, I have found it impossible to turn
away from the news throughout the day. In fact, I actually find myself seeking it
out. Nothing I typically enjoy doing will hold my attention for longer than a minute.
Reading lasts about 15 minutes, and I can’t pick up a paintbrush for life of me. But
overall, I am finding that I have not been inconvenienced greatly by the stay at home
order. It’s actually been a boon to find ways to do my work for the church at home.,
and I’m very grateful fo that.
Dick and I are both fine, and are grateful that our family members are all healthy.
Our finances haven’t been affected, and with the stimulus, we are blessed to be able
16
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to help keep our families on a more even keel. We’re glad the weather has finally
decided to come around so we can move from sitting on the couch to occasionally
sitting on the porch. Change of scenery is nice !
Where I find it most difficult to cope during the pandemic, is that I have not yet
been able to meet or hold our new great-granddaughter, Nohemy. She is beautiful,
and has such a sweet and happy personality, or so I assume from the photos I get to
see. We stay far away for her safety and ours. The rest of the family however, all four
separate households of them, visit each other all the time, thinking that if they shower,
wear clean clothes, and use hand sanitizer, etc., but not wearing masks, that its
perfectly safe to hold that precious baby. One of them is a grocery store worker! They
know I don’t agree, but I’m not the baby’s mom, and perhaps they think I’m overly
cautious. I’ll have to see the dentist for pain from teeth gritting before this is all over!
~Lynda Scheirer


I

 

“Sir Grumpy”

joined the Session’s May zoom meeting. I thoroughly enjoyed the meeting. I had
forgotten how much hard work and fun the Session members have. For me, it was
the highlight of May so far. The Session agenda and discussion of what comes next
this summer was hard work, however, we did have fun. More church members should
volunteer for duty and use their gifts.
Near the end of the meeting, Pastor Becki asked each member how they are
doing, and “feeling”. As we went around the zoom table, the fellowship discussion
was great. Then my turn came . . . . I said I was “depressed and grumpy”. My latest
visit to the Doctor’s office for my typical seasonal allergy follow-up went fine. Just still
healing from minor bronchitis in February. . No Covid. Follow-up chest Xray was
clear.
However, my official medical record may never be the same. The Nurse asked
endless new and old questions about symptoms, and my typical answers were No,
Nope not that, No, No, No. Then the Nurse finally asked, “Do you feel depressed”.
At that point I burst out laughing at her…….and I finally said, “I feel depressed and
grumpy”. The Nurse said she would inform the Doctor that I “laughed uncontrollably
at my Nurse and was depressed and grumpy”. Later my Doctor came into the room
smiling from ear to ear and said his Nurse may never be the same. He said that he
has a reputation and was “depressed and grumpy” too.
~Jim Robinson
17

Stories of Coping during the Pandemic
(Continued from page 17)

W

hen I left school late on Friday, March 13, I could never have imagined that it
would be the end of the “normal” school year and the beginning of a completely
new dimension in teaching, one in my nearly 28 years that has been like no other.
Thankfully in my school district (Bethlehem) we already have many families who
not only have access to the Internet, but also multiple devices for their children to
use. For those families in need of Chromebook computers, our schools quickly
devised a plan to distribute devices quickly and efficiently. By the end of the first week
of the closure, my class of 18 first graders were connected to my Google Classroom
and ready to learn in our new forum.
For me, a traditional educator with very little “tech-y” experience, this meant
quickly learning the ins and outs of many programs that would help me to effectively
roll out the asynchronous instruction that my students would need. After reaching out
and networking with fellow educators, viewing endless You Tube tutorials, and relying
on the expertise of my family members (thank you Chas & Joel), I was (mostly) ready
for the adventure known as online teaching when it began in full force on March 30.

First grade is quite different now. I send two videos a day to my students (one for
reading, one for math) that have been lovingly produced in our kitchen. It’s so odd
teaching to basically no one except our beagle Annie, who occasionally makes an
appearance. I then assign my students activities in the Google Classroom forum that
reinforce the lessons in the videos. Once a week, I’m able to interact “live” with my
students on Zoom meetings which provide a fun time to be together. We’ve had a
scavenger hunt, a pajama party, played a bingo game, and had sharing time with
show and tell. Additionally, I’ve put Annie to work and had her listen to students read
to me in individual Zoom meetings. The technology available to me has been
wonderful, and I’m so grateful that I can still interact with my students, even if only on
a computer screen.
There are definitely positives to online teaching. The commute is incredibly stress
free and short! No more long rides on route 78! The casual wardrobe is also a definite
perk - I’ll admit I have recorded my teaching videos more than once in sweatpants.
And not having to set an alarm to wake at an early hour is also an advantage - I can
work on my lessons at my convenience, and not just in the early morning.
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However, even with these positives, and with all of this wonderful technology that
is available, teaching through a computer screen just isn’t the same. I miss the smiles
of my students. I miss the innocent and often hysterical conversations of six year olds. I
miss the “a-ha” moments when my students work through a difficult concept and their
joy in new learning. I miss reading stories to my students with us all sitting together on
the floor. Online teaching can never replace all of the human elements that I love about
my job. I pray that this will all be over soon, and look forward to the day that I can give
my kiddos a “Good Morning” and a big hug in person.
~ Melanie Shimer


 

S

ince being furloughed from work during the COVID-19 time I find myself with time on
my hands and nowhere to go. I have anxiety issues, so I made sure that my
prescription was up to date and wrote out a couple of goals for myself: go out for a
walk at least 4 times a week, and cook a new recipe at least every two weeks. The
goals are simple and really achievable, but they serve as a prompt for me to turn to
when I start feeling down and melancholy so I can turn my attitude around before I go
too far down that road. I’ve also been trying to take advantage of online offerings such
as cooking demos for PKU (genetic disorder our kids have that’s managed with a low
protein diet), a session called “Job Search Strategies During a Pandemic” (just in case
business travel doesn’t bounce back fast enough for me to be recalled to work), and
Kutztown University Planetarium shows. Our family also took on space in the church
garden since the Faith Feeds Garden folks are unable to do their usual gardening.
Basically, I’m trying to make the most of my unexpected, unpaid “vacation” so I don’t
have regrets when I go back to work.
The kids have been coping pretty well. Understandably, it took East Penn School
District a few weeks to sort out a distance learning plan but I think the kids are glad to
have a little bit of structure to shape their days since not much else is going on. Evan
misses working at Switchback Pizza, but the emptier than usual highways have given us
the perfect opportunity to have him practice highway driving. I think Erin is the one who
has the hardest time coping with the Stay at Home order. She’d much rather be at
school with her friends and teachers. As a 5th grader she’s missing a lot of end-of-year
special activities she had been looking forward to. The 5th grade meets once a week on
a Google Meet and the teachers usually have a fun theme like hat day or pajama day.
Erin seems to do best when she starts the day by writing out her own To Do list of
(Continued on page 20)
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schoolwork and fun/creative/body-moving activities. Both kids are practicing violin
(and also piano for Evan) and attending youth group Zoom calls.
John, who has also been out of work since Barnes & Noble has been closed, has
been going for lots of walks, doing lots of work in the kitchen, and plowing through
episodes of Chicago P. D.
We’re all looking forward to a return to “normal” but until then, that’s how we’re
hanging in there!
~ Tracey Gill


 

I

wish I could go back to school and see my friends. I don't like being with Evan
more, but I do get to have Mom and Dad home with me and I get to do more chalk
drawings outside and get to take a walk more and work in the church garden. I don't
like wearing a mask and not going shopping. I wanted to go to Target. But I get to
FaceTime [my friend] Erya at least once a week. We try to make it a Friday but
sometimes we have to make it a different day.
~ Erin Gill


 

T

he pandemic has affected everyone. It stinks not being able to have the end of my
senior year. So far prom is re-scheduled and so is Graduation. But I’m not sure
how they will happen. Mostly I miss seeing my friends. I’m focusing on college and
hoping to be able to go in the fall, especially since I will be playing soccer at E-town.
~ Maddie McWhinney


 

A

s a parent this has been one of the hardest things to support my children
through. You want to be able to protect them and shield them from heartbreak.
But those of us that have seniors just can’t do that with this pandemic. The
disappointments pile up and there is nothing you can do but try to look at the bright
sides. All the hard work Maddie has put in to graduate with honors and to see her
walk across that stage is something as parents you look forward to and hope you can
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hold it together. Now you hope they get some kind of graduation. And from the
beginning of her senior year you know that them leaving for college is inevitable. But
now you hope they get that as well. This has not been easy on anyone and my heart
breaks for these seniors. But we try to focus on what we will do when this is over, we
relish in this extra time at home as a family before Maddie leaves for college, and we
try to stay positive. And we have hope that soon we will get back to some kind of
normal.
~Michelle McWhinney
  

I

’m a hospice medical social worker, and I am an “essential worker”. This is my first
true “big girl” job after graduating with my masters at 24 and I am so grateful for
and absolutely love this job. I’ve always been drawn to working in hospice care, but I
never thought I would be lucky enough to jumpstart my career with a dream job of
mine within a hospice department that is so much like a family and cares for one
another as much as our own families.
My patients and colleagues have been directly impacted from this pandemic and
it is devastating. My facility patients are unable to have any of their loved ones visit
and have not had visitors in months, although some facilities are allowing family to
visit if the patient is actively dying. Most facilities aren’t even allowing me the hospice
medical social worker in to visit with and assess my patients. I understand why and I
don’t disagree with visit restrictions - it’s just hard. Our supervisors have asked us in
general to work remotely from home as much as we can, and only visit in person if it is
absolutely necessary however I now have been given the go ahead to attempt more in
person visits for admissions we have.
Some of my patients don’t have any family, so our team is their family. Our
unresponsive patients rely on gentle touch and hand holding because they cannot
communicate. I cannot provide that for them in their last days right now. Even if I am
visiting in person, I still am to be refraining from being physically close or touching my
patients for both their health and mine. I wear n95 masks, also have a kn95 mask,
and a surgical mask as well that I use for various types of patients or visits. My
surgical mask is well worn and I am in need of a new one but I consider myself lucky to
have recently been given my other safer masks.

We have become creative in working with our patients and families by facilitating
videochats or phone calls between the patient and families if we are able to visit
patient in person. That way our families are able to see their loved ones even if it is
(Continued on page 22)
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through a phone screen. We are now utilizing video visits with families to check in
instead of just calling them on the phone. We are trying our best. But it is tiring.
Although it is sad and scary, I think it is important to note that I have patients
who are contracting COVID now, and are passing away from that rather than what they
originally were on hospice for. We have people starting our hospice care with the sole
diagnosis of COVID19. It’s hard to not feel helpless. Our patients’ families are
experiencing a different type of grief with the loss of their loved ones during this time and it is our honor as their hospice team to help guide them through this journey.
I have done well with mentally processing my feelings about all of this thus far,
but I would be lying if I said it isn’t draining. I am grateful to have an extremely
supportive and compassionate work family and have my own family (and my pets!) to
fall back on as well - and for that I feel forever blessed.
~ Katie Smits


N

 

Having a Baby during a pandemic

ine weeks to go until due date: When the pandemic started to affect our area,
Michael was on spring break for work and had just been informed that Kutztown
University would be extending their spring break for a week. Michael stayed so calm
when he found out he would need to move all of his lectures online. He was ready to
tackle online teaching and watching Noah if daycare closed, as I was still working.
Seven weeks until due date: The governor had put more and more restrictions
on business, causing my job at a chiropractors office to go away. Not only was it
becoming a question of safety for myself to be working, but hours were being cut. I
had a couple mild panic attacks when I was asked to leave. I panicked about my
family’s financial situation, as we had saved up for unpaid maternity leave. But that
was for eight weeks after the baby was born, not seven or eight weeks before.
However, now Michael didn't need to worry about watching Noah during work. So,
while Michael learned how to record lectures and find a routine in online schooling, I
had to learn about filing for unemployment.
Four weeks until due date: I started getting multiple phone calls from my
OBGYN's office asking me to change appointment dates, locations, and also to review
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the latest and greatest office changes for when I did go in. Going to appointments to
hear Robyn's heartbeat and check on her had been a enjoyable family outing. They
had now become a lonely visit, as Michael and Noah were required to stay at
home. We had the additional stress of care for Noah while we are in the hospital. Do
we leave him with a neighbor that has a couple kids of her own, and he has not seen
them for a few weeks? My mom and dad live in New Jersey where the virus is worse.
The decision of how much risk to put your children in was extremely stressful. We had
already switched to having groceries delivered just to keep Noah and Robyn safe.
Two weeks until due date: It was a relief to know that, with all the changes and
safety measures being taken for the pandemic, Michael would be able to stay with me
during labor unless I went for a C-section. Thankfully we knew my chances for needing
a C-section were very low. My mom had also agreed to quarantine herself in a hotel
for two weeks so we would feel safer having her stay with Noah.
Due date: My mom had been with us for a week and had the chance to get
comfortable with Noah's schedule and how to handle our two 50 lb. dogs (one being
very hyper and anxious). So the stress for Noah’s care was gone. I was scheduled to
be induced and it was very surreal walking into the hospital with our masks, stopping
to get our temperature. Up to the labor and delivery ward we went. We were required
to wear our masks the whole time in labor and delivery, but doctors and nurses were
not pushy if we took short breaks when it was just the two of us in the room. I am glad
to say that once I was in labor there was no pandemic, no virus, just Michael, Me and
a lot of discomfort. My experience became very similar to that as with delivering Noah.
The burden of wearing a mask through the whole thing actually helped with breathing,
as it worked similarly to how it helps when breathing in a brown paper bag through an
anxiety attack. The rest of the world disappeared. All in all we, felt untouchable in the
hospital and safe. Through the whole experience it was everything leading up to the
delivery that caused all the stress.
Home with Robyn: Prior to delivery, we had long discussions about the “if, when
and how” we might have visitors and share Robyn with friends and family. Many of the
sharing is virtually or through a window. We have had a few exceptions of family to
help us out and get a little snuggle time, but it was days after Robyn came home, and
extra quarantine steps were taken on the visitors’ side to decrease her/our exposure
to the virus. I felt that we were so fortunate that Robyn didn't arrive when the
pandemic first hit and are so happy to be home and together.
~ Heather Davis
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Common Interest Groups

T

C

hree months ago, when I prepared
the Fellowship entry for the Spring
Faith Flyer, I was thinking about the
menus for fellowship potluck luncheons,
fastnachts for lent and outdoor fellowship
events so that we could enjoy the warm
weather. What a difference 3 months
makes! Although some things went as
planned, much of what we were planning
has been delayed due to the Corona
Virus pandemic. This pandemic will likely
have lasting impacts on the way we
practice fellowship. Some of the changes
will be difficult; others will help us to
reach people who are not able to
physically attend church.

ommon Interest Groups provide an
opportunity for members, neighbors,
friends, and guests to gather around a
common interest. The reading group is
continuing to meet via Zoom. We
finished reading “Redfield Farm” prior to
the pandemic and discussed “Beloved”
via zoom last week. We just started
“Dear Mrs. Bird”; please feel free to join
us for our next discussion. The board
game group is also continuing to meet.
The choir and bell choir have also been
gathering for fellowship using zoom.
Watch Facebook, and the Two Weeks of
Faith bulletin insert for opportunities to
join these common interest groups. The
walking group will restart once we are
able to safely gather in small groups.

The Fellowship Committee is
adapting our approach to Fellowship in
response to the pandemic. During social
isolation, we have made changes that
focus on connecting members when we
are unable to be physically together. In
the next phase, we will focus on small
group gatherings when it is safe to do
so. Larger group gatherings will come
later. In the past, many of us have
experienced Fellowship at Faith through
large group gatherings. As we begin to
gather in small groups, please take
advantage of the opportunity to
experience small group fellowship.

Details for the Common Interest
groups are being communicated through
Facebook, the Faith Life and the Two
Weeks of Faith bulletin inserts. If you are
interested in participating in a group or
forming a new group, please contact
Heather Davis, Jim Robinson or Dave
Wilson.

(Calendar continued on page 25)
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Fellowship Hour

R

egular Fellowship gatherings after
worship provide us with an opportunity
to catch up with old friends and develop
relationships with new friends. We have
adjusted Fellowship Hour to meet by Zoom
in response to the pandemic. The details
for the Zoom Fellowship Hour appear in
the weekly email blast. (Please let the
office know if you need to be added to the
email blast list.) If you haven’t joined us
for Fellowship Hour via Zoom, please give
it a try.

Calendar of Events

T

he Fellowship Committee is planning
small group events for the summer; the
first of these are listed below. Although
the dates below are tentative, we are
optimistic that we will be able to safely
begin to gather for small group fellowship
in June. Please watch the church website,
Faith Life and Two Weeks of Faith bulletin
inserts for updates.
Friday, June 12 – Evening on the Lawn
Friday, July 17 – Evening on the Lawn
Friday, July 14 – Evening on the Lawn

Using Zoom

Sunday, September 13 – Church Picnic

D

uring the period of social distancing,
Look for additional details in the Faith Life
the fellowship committee has been
using Zoom to keep us connected virtually. bulletin insert for these and other Fellowship
You can connect to a Zoom gathering with activities.
a smart phone or tablet. To use a smart
phone or tablet please download the Zoom
Cloud Meeting app from the Apple Store or
Google Play Store. To use a computer,
download the Zoom Client for Meetings to
your computer. Your device (tablet or
computer) must have a microphone and
speaker to participate. Running a sound
test prior to connecting to an event is
recommended. There are many articles
and instructional videos available on the
Zoom Website (https://support.zoom.us).
We recommend “Join a Meeting” and “How
do I host a Video Meeting”. If you have
any questions about Zoom, please contact
Dave Wilson.
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Are you a Social Media User? Come find us!

F

aith Church has two Facebook pages. One that spreads the good word about our
mission and ministry to the public, and another that reaches more intentionally to
our church members and regular friends. If you are a member or regular visitor, and
you are not a member of the group page, please click on the link below and ask to be
added. And please, go to the public page and click on Like. It’s an easy way to spread
the word of Faith Church.
Members and Friends Group and Public Page

Did you know about this?
•

•

Important information and updates are shared on Facebook and via “alert”
emails. If you aren’t in the loop already, you can change that by asking the church
secretary to add you to the alert list, or you can go to our Facebook group page
and ask to be added.
An electronic version of our newsletter (The Faith Flyer ) is posted to our website
quarterly. If you are receiving a printed copy, and would prefer the electronic,
simply let the church secretary know and she will make sure your preference is
noted. Those who choose the electronic version are notified by email when the
new issue has been uploaded. Go paperless!!!

T

Around & About Faith Church

he Faith Flyer needs digital photos of events taking place at, or sponsored by
Faith Church. If you are taking photos at any activity, forward a few to the
church office (office@faithchurchemmaus.org), and be sure to identify the
activity, date and those pictured. See you around!
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Faith Church is on the Web!

For all the latest information, audio sermons,
calendar highlights, and news, visit us at:

www.faithchurchemmaus.org

Find us on Facebook at
Faith Presbyterian Church Emmaus
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T

We are so very grateful for our VOLUNTEERS!

he Discipleship Committee extends a BIG THANK YOU to all the teachers, leaders,
helpers, and facilitators of the various CE programs. Without you there would be
no Christian Education at Faith Presbyterian Church
Doug Boyd
Tanner Boyd
Eleanor DePhillips
Julie DePhillips
Sophia DePhillips
Evan Gill
John Gill
Christina Godiska
Maggie Haley
Sally Heimbach
Dan Hemberger

Kathy Hemberger
Larry Hemberger
Donna Hill
Tammi Howorth
Mark Ingram
Courtney Kennedy
Bruce Kunkle
Carter Lowell
Ann Lowell
Andrea Mauro
Isabel Mauro

Pam Mongi
Amy Waters
Chuck Waters
Ben Wiese
Cathy Wiese
Paul Wiese
Dave Wilson
Ella Wiese
Samantha Zuzzulo
Rev. Becki Mallozzi
Rev. Joanne Marchetto

The Discipleship Committee would also like to thank all the participants of the
various Discipleship programs. Without you, the teachers, leaders, helpers and
facilitators would be very lonely!
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T

he originally planned Vacation Bible School for
this summer has been cancelled, but the
Discipleship Committee is reviewing options for
Online VBS in July/August and will be providing
details soon.

A

Confirmation Class of 2021

ttention upcoming 8th and 9th graders!
Confirmation starts this fall. In this gathering,
questions are encouraged as we explore what our
faith means in preparation for church membership.
I’m excited to start meeting with our next group of
youth! Starting this fall, we’ll meet as a group on the
second Sunday of each month from 5-6:00 PM and
have an open house with family members invited to participate on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Stay tuned for more information on our first meeting, which will involve an
escape room experience!
We will meet September-March, have one-on-one meetings with me in April, meet
with Session in May, and join the church May 23 (Pentecost).
Parents, please let me know by August 1 whether or not your youth intend to
attend confirmation. A letter will go out to families with more information and a parent/
confirmand/pastor meeting is scheduled for August 23 at 11:30 AM to go over some
preliminary details.
Church family, please keep our youth in prayer as they enter into their time of
discernment!
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Becki
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Local...National... Global

Pentecost Offering
BUILDING A LIFE OF FAITH

A

gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support
its young people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the
Pentecost offering can be retained by individual congregations wanting to make an
impact in the lives of young people within their own community. The remaining 60% is
used to support ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency:
•

The Young Adult Volunteer program (25%) is a one year service opportunity
for young adults from 19 to 30 years. YAVs live in intentional Christian
community, deepening and developing their faith while serving alongside
partners across the United States and around the world. YAVs serve for one
academic year, August - July, as they explore God's calling in their lives.

•

The Ministries for Youth (25%) program provides many online resources for
youth and youth leaders such as: Presbyterian Youth Book Club, Quick Sheets
and d365.org. , an online youth devotional. It also helps fund the Youth
Triennium. We had 2 youths attend in 2019 !!

•

The Children-at-Risk (10%) program is working to improve the quality of
education for over 1 million children, focusing on reducing the rate of
dropouts and strengthening early childhood education.
(Continued on page 31)
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!!!BIG BIG THANK

YOU to Faith Church mission supporters!!!

$7,278.00 was collected for OGHS and we still need to count the FISH BANKS!
YOU GUYS ARE ROCK STARS!

Pentecost Offering
(Continued from page 30)

Faith Presbyterian Church will use the 40% that we receive to support East Penn
School District ANGEL NETWORKS in Lincoln Elementary and Lower Macungie Middle
School. Angel Networks help children at risk by providing basic assistance to students
in need on an immediate, short term basis; supporting students' ability to focus on
learning in school; and giving anonymously in the true spirit of community. They
provide students with basic necessities such as EMERGENCY groceries, clothing on an
individual basis, curriculum-based field trips, academic expenses, and personal need
products.
We will receive the PENTECOST Offering on May 31st, Pentecost Sunday.
In 2019, we received $2,705.00 with $541.00 going to both of the ANGEL
NETWORKS. Do you think we can increase this amount??
Please prayerfully consider participating in this offering and

BUILDING A LIFE OF FAITH!!
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5th Decade 1998-2007

W

e shared highlights of Faith Church’s first four decades in the last four
newsletters. The 5th decade saw the start and the ending of our building
campaign. We celebrated our 50th year of ministry and retirement of Pastor Colson.
Here are just a few of our highlights:
1998— 40th Anniversary, Suzanne
Seem and Sally Heimbach,
chairs
Jean Strauss retires as church
secretary after 20 years.
First trip to Kenya...Pastor
Colson, Louise Schaefer,
Harvey Trop and Darcy Trop.

2001— CROP Walk raised $11,000
Moved church items to two
rented storage containers.
Parish Life Committee
sponsored line dancing event.
2002— Second trip to Kenya...Pastor
Colson, Patty Colson, Louise
Schaefer, and Jack Decker
Sunday School starts in new
Christian Education wing.
Outdoor worship, followed by a
picnic at the home of Jim and
Penny Pantano.

1999— Workcamp auction and
covered dish dinner yielded
$1,800.

Gunfights are OK at the Corral,
an all women western directed
by Jack Hillman
Lynda Scheirer started as
church secretary.

2003— January 12: last worship in the
old sanctuary
January 19: first worship in the
new sanctuary
Building Campaign yields
$449.000

2000— Building Campaign dinner at
First Presbyterian Allentown.
New Horizon is the theme.
Stephanie and Tiffany Lillegard
and Stephen Heimbach held a
bicycle donation drive for The
Sixth Street Shelter for their
GOD & LIFE award.
$272,000 building pledges—
5% to Kenya Street Children.

2004— Outdoor worship followed by a
picnic at the home of Chuck
and Amy Waters
Tiffany Lillegard and Katy
Schaefer attended Triennium
New Photo Directory
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2005— Narcotics Anonymous starts to
use our facility for their weekly
meetings
Outdoor worship followed by a
picnic at Emmaus Community
Park
50th Anniversary Committee
formed

2007— April starts our 50th year
celebration
Outdoor Worship followed by a
picnic at the home of Dorothy
Nicholas
Cookbook published in honor
of our 50th Anniversary.
2008—50th Anniversary Dinner on
April 26.

2006— Third Building Campaign
(2.5% Habitat for Humanity,
1.25% Kenya, 1.25%
Hurricane Katrina Relief)
Trip to Kenya...Jack Decker,
Patty Colson, Laurie Payea,
and Joan Timalonis
Start of Jeremiah Initiative—
FAITH ON THE ROAD

Pastor Colson announces his
retirement to be November 30
Retirement Party for Pastor
Colson on September 27
Keep an eye on future issues of The
Faith Flyer for recaps of the decade that
follows. If you find yourself interested in
learning more about Faith Church’s
history, please contact the church office.
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2000
Ground
breaking

Building
Plans
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2000 Outdoor
Worship

2000 Session

35

1999 Noon
Bible Study

2001 Noon
Bible Study
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2000
Crop
Walk

37

Emmaus Church to dedicate
new expansions, renovations
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This article ran in the East Penn Press on April 25, 2003, and was written by our

very own Jan Vitale, daughter of Bob and Sue. It didn’t scan well, so if your interest
is piqued, or simply would like clarification on anything within, contact the church
office and ask for a clear copy of the article to be sent to you.
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6/1

Heidi Muller-Zuzzolo

7/2

Jess Fenstermaker, Maggie Haley,
Mark Ingram

6/2

Deanna Robinson

6/3
6/4

Linda Muller
Evan Gill

7/3

Tom Dilts

7/4

Bob Rice

6/5

Mackenzie Leister, Sam Walker

7/7

Larry Hemberger

6/6

Meghan Melnick

7/9 Gloria Arndt, Annabella DePhillips
7/11 Ann Greenwood

6/7 Chas Shimer, Paul Wiese
6/10 Linda Kennington

7/12 Kevin Greenwood, Chuck Waters

6/11 Courtney Kennedy,
Dave Masenheimer

7/13 Lloyd Benner

6/12 Jessica Comoglio

7/16 Carolyn Benner

6/15 Alicia Shussett

7/17 Darcy Dodd, Ron Gingrich

6/16 Jay Kreider, Adam Masenheimer,
Karen Trop
6/17 Tracey Gill, Braden Halpin,
Niko Kreider, Joe Smits

7/18 Jim Lillegard, Grady Millick

6/18 John Amendt, Kris Melnick
6/19 Daria Greb

7/22 John Robertson

7/14 Sandy Gingrich

7/19 Anthony McWhinney,
Mark Smickley
7/21 Anne Zayaitz, Skylar Zuzzolo

6/22 Mary Ellen Jackson, Kim Kreider

7/23 Michael Comoglio
7/26 Liz Kenny, Emma Walker

6/25 Wyatt Somishka

7/27 Michelle McWhinney

6/27 Eleanor DePhillips

7/28 Jean Scott

6/28 Amanda Hemberger, Bruce Luff

7/29 Betty Dennis

6/29 Kathy Hemberger,
Lindsey Howorth, Josh Kreider,
Madison McWhinney

7/30 Sarah Miller
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Things you might not
have known about
birthdays
8/3

Dick Farmer

8/6

Steve Heineman

8/7

Tim Melnick

8/8

Noah Davis

8/9

Tom Harshman, Kamryn McWhinney

H

ere are a few things you can
learn more about by visiting
https://www.littlethings.com/birthday
-traditions-history/1
1. Egyptian Pharaohs celebrated
birthdays, but not on the day
they were born.
2. The Greeks were the first to put
candles on cakes.
3. Alexandria was built so it would
align with the sun on Alexander
the Great’s birthday.
4. The first birthday invitations
were written on Roman slabs.
5. The most expensive birthday
party to date cost $27 million.
6. In ancient Rome, only men
were allowed to celebrate their
birthdays.
7. Christians initially thought
celebrating birthdays was an
unholy pagan tradition.
8. “Happy Birthday to You” had
very different lyrics at first.
9. The modern birthday cake
didn’t show up until the
1700’s.
10. Few people had sweet cakes
until the Industrial Revolution.
11. Longevity noodles became a
traditional birthday meal in the
Tang Dynasty.

8/10 Ariane Osterwald
8/12 Kinsley Millick, Samantha Zuzzolo
8/13 Ruth Bieler, Julie DePhillips
8/14 John Baittinger, Jim DePhillips III,
Tom McWhinney
8/16 Clara Leigh Kennedy
8/17 Peter Ferguson, Meg Mitchell
8/22 Graham Lowell
8/23 Wes Johnston
8/31 Meredith Dredge
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Session Highlights
May 2020
• Pastor Becki has been distributing funds from the Pastor Discretionary fund to

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

those in need. Please be in contact with her or your Deacon if this could be helpful
to you or others.
April was strong financially as receipts were over budget, and expenses were
under budget.
The Deacons are doing the best they can to be in touch with members of their
Care Groups, given contact restrictions.
A subgroup of the Session will take the lead on formulating guidelines and a plan
for the re-opening of the church.
An e-mail with your individual giving summary for the first part of 2020 was sent
on May 13.
Our custodian, Scott, is back to work due to funding from the Payroll Protection
Program loan.
The parking lot will be resealed when nighttime temperatures are not expected to
be so low.
We are doing our best to stay in touch with each other over Zoom: committees,
Youth Group, Women’s Devotional Fellowship, Children’s Story Time, Choir,
Fellowship, etc.
An alternate format for VBS this year is being discussed by the Discipleship
Committee.
Mission giving continues to support those in need.

• Jim Robinson has been installed as an Elder, Class of 2022, and he will lead the

Celebration Committee.
• The streaming of our Worship services continues to improve. The team has a lot
of creative ideas on ways to integrate more people into our virtual Worship.
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Operating Fund Financial Report

elow is the 2019 report of operating income vs. expenses through Apr. 30, 2019.
Reports for months leading up to the summer issue of the flyer will be posted in
the church.
YTD: 2019
OPERATING INCOME:
OPERATING EXPENSES:

$
$

27,052.00
16,287.00

$
$

97,805.00
82,427.00

Misc. Expenses:

$

.00

$

15,366.00

ANNUAL RESERVE (DEFICIT):

$

10,865.00

$

(9,069.00 )

T

SCRIP Program

hank you to all who participate in the Great Lakes SCRIP and Weis gift card
programs. Session has yet to indicate where they will direct these funds in 2020.
That information will be shared as it is provided. Please help this program continue to
provide funds to the church by making purchases using SCRIP.
• The total amount raised so far in 2020 is $137.11.
• The next deadlines are June 14, July 12, and August 9.
Faith Church uses the scrip fundraising program, allowing church members to
raise money for the church. Scrip is just another way to pay for everyday purchases
using gift cards in place of cash, checks, and credit cards.
You simply purchase gift cards from the church at face value. The cards are
then ordered by the church’s Scrip coordinator at a reduced price. The difference is
an instant rebate for the church, which is then used to defray the costs of items that
Session has approved of in advance. In the past, the rebates have helped to pay for
blacktop repair and lighting improvement.
Help the church make this program a bigger success!! For a complete list of
retailers or for more information check the table in the Fellowship Hall or visit
www.glscrip.com. Contact Lynda Scheirer at adnyl510@gmail.com if you have any
logistical questions.
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