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December 21, 2019 

 
Welcome 
Call to Worship (from Psalm 139) 

One: Creator God, hover over this space –  
All: For grief is like an ocean, pulling us back in, and we need you in the 
midst of the waves. 
One: Creator God, hold us in your arms –  
All: For our hands are already full, carrying memories and heartache, 
and we need you to carry us. 
One: Creator God, in times of joy and in times of sorrow, we turn to you. 
All: Thank you for staying through the longest nights. We worship you. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
First Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
Song of Response “For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits” (refrain) 
 

 
 
Second Scripture Reading: Psalm 121 
 
Song of Response “For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits” (refrain) 
Third Scripture Reading: Luke 2:8-20 
Time of Reflection 
 

 
 

 
Advent Wreath Lighting Litany of Remembrance 

 
One: We light this Advent candle to remember those persons who have been 
loved and lost. We pause to remember their names, their faces, their voices. We 
give thanks for the memory that binds them to us this season which anticipates 
Christmas. 
All: May God’s eternal love surround them. 
 
One: We light this second candle to redeem the pain of loss: the loss of 
relationships, the loss of jobs, the loss of health. As we gather up the pain of the 
past, we offer it to you, O God, asking that into our open hands you will place the 
gift of peace. 
All: Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into your future. 
  
One: We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We 
pause and remember the past weeks, months and for some of us, years of 
difficult times. We remember the poignancy of memories, the grief, the sadness, 
the hurts, the pain of reflecting on our own mortality. 
All: Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness. 
 
One: This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of hope which 
God offers to us in the Christmas story. We remember that God, who shares our 
life, promises us a place and time of no more pain and suffering. 
All: Let us remember the one who shows the way and who goes with us into 
our tomorrows. 
 
 
Prayers of the People with Lord’s Prayer 
 One: Loving God, hear our prayer. 
 All: And in your merciful love, answer. 
 
 
 



 
Closing Song: “What Child Is This” 
 

 
 
Blessing and Sending 
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