
 

 

The prophet Joel invites us: “Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful” (2:13, NRSV). Welcome to Ash Wednesday worship. 

 

This worship service can be watched live on YouTube, as it happens, anywhere you 

have an internet connection. Additionally, past services will be archived so you can stay 

up-to-date or relive your favorite Sunday morning moments. You can find the link on our 

website or check it out at https://bit.ly/FPClive 

    NOTE: Sheet music for hymns can be found at the end of this document. 
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THE ORDER OF EVENING WORSHIP 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

7:30 PM   FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
  

NEEDED:  a candle, a Bible, printed copies of the Ash Wednesday doodle page, pencil, paper.  
  *Those who are able are invited to stand. 

  

  

WELCOME  

  

*CALL TO WORSHIP “Invited” SARAH ARE 

  

*OPENING PRAYER  

  

GATHERING SONG #166 “Lord, Who Throughout ST. FLAVIAN 
   These Forty Days” PUBLIC DOMAIN 

(The soloists will sing the hymn. You are invited to follow along in the hymnal and reflect 

on the words. May this be a time of prayer for you!) 

   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: Our Challenges 

Leader: Genesis: 3:19b reminds us, “From dust you came, and to dust you shall return.” 
  

For the prayer of confession, you are invited to list 5-10 challenges you are facing right now, 
recognizing that life is messy and life is complicated. Name anything that is hard or heavy in 
this moment. Write them down. Challenge yourself to think of the core emotion underlying 
each challenge. For example, instead of simply saying “I’m busy” perhaps you might confess, 
“I overcommit myself because I worry that others will think I’m selfish if I say no.” Name your 
challenges and your confessions, offering them all to God. 

  

Leader: God, forgive us for the things we can control and give us your grace for the things we 

cannot.  

  

 A time of reflective silence is offered for this space of confession. 

  



ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Our Hopes  

Having named the challenges you are facing, now write down 5-10 hopes you have for this 
Lenten season. Allow this space to be an encouragement for living life with intention. 

As you write, consider these hopes to be intentions that you are setting for the six weeks 
ahead. These are not intended to be aimless wishes on stars, but instead, thoughtful intentions 
for your one wild and precious life. 

  

PRESSING OF THE ASHES:  

READ: Psalm 90 
1Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
3You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” 
4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past,  
 or like a watch in the night. 
5You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning; 
6in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. 
7For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed. 
8You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
9For all our days pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end like a sigh. 
10The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; even then their 

span is only toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 
11Who considers the power of your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you. 
12So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. 
13Turn, O LORD! How long? Have compassion on your servants! 
14Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all 

our days. 
15Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, and as many years as we have 

seen evil. 
16Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children. 
17Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands— 

O prosper the work of our hands! 

 

VIDEO: “A Clean Heart” 

REFLECTION: The Power of Ashes  



 ANTHEM   “There Once Was a Man” ROBERT J. HUGHES 

  Sandy Gingrich, Ann Greenwood, Joe Smits CCLI  1695793 

   

CLOSING PRAYER  SARAH ARE 

You are invited to doodle on this prayer. Circle or underline any phrases that particularly 
move you or stand out to you. 

  

God of open doors, 

Open arms, 

And open conversations, 

We know 

Deep in our souls 

That you are forever inviting us in. 

Again and again, 

You invite us to take another step closer, 

Another step deeper, 

Another step further, 

In this journey of faith. 

So with your invitation in our hands, 

We pray for strength and wisdom. 

Show us the next right step in this journey. 

We are here. 

You are here. 

This is holy ground. 

May this Lenten journey begin 

Once again. 

Gratefully we pray, 

Amen. 

  

  

BENEDICTION  

   

*POSTLUDE  “O Lamb of God Most Holy” G. TELEMANN 
    PUBLIC DOMAIN 
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