
 NOTE: Sheet music for hymns can be found at the end of this document. 

With Mary we sing: “My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” 

(Luke 1:46-47. NIV). Welcome to worship.  

This worship service can be watched live on YouTube, as it happens, anywhere you 

have an internet connection. Additionally, past services will be archived so you can stay 

up-to-date or relive your favorite Sunday morning moments. You can find the link on our 

website or check it out at https://bit.ly/FPClive 

Worship Assistant: Sally Heimbach Audio: Tracey Gill 
Ushers: Jim Pantano Video: Evan Gill 
Candlelighting: Wiese family 

Order of Worship 
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

10:00 AM DECEMBER 20, 2020 

THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship. 

Please use the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s presence and help.  Nurturing our 

relationships and friendships in fellowship is essential to our life as a congregation, so please 

continue to do so following our time of worship. 

*Those who are able are invited to stand.

FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 

PRELUDE “Angels from the Realms of Glory” H. ALEXANDER MATTHEWS
PUBLIC DOMAIN 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: I knew joy, but when I heard the laugh of my child 
People: Suddenly, joy was overflowing. 
Leader: I knew love, but when you held my hand 

People: Suddenly, love was overflowing. 
Leader: I knew God, but when you showed me grace, when you forgave me, 

when you loved me, when you raised me 

People: Suddenly, God was overflowing. 
Leader: So, let us worship Holy God together as a reminder that God is here and 

we are never alone. 

People: This is community. 
Leader: This is the body of Christ. 

People: Welcome home. 

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES & OPENING PRAYER WIESE FAMILY 

HYMN #114 “Away in a Manger” CRADLE SONG 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 

(The soloists will sing the hymn. You are invited to follow along in the 
hymnal and reflect on the words. May this be a time of prayer for you!) 



LITANY OF AFFIRMATION 

Leader:  Let us pray. God of good news, you say to us, “You are highly favored,” but 

we struggle to see how that could be. You say to us, “Do not be afraid” but I 

am afraid all the time. You say to us, “Even the impossible is possible, just 

look at Elizabeth!” But hope slips through our hands like water. The 

impossible still feels impossible. So today we pray. Today we pray: 

People:  Teach us to sing like Mary. Teach us to laugh like Elizabeth. 
Teach us to trust like the angels. Forgive us when we can only do one at 
a time or none at all. 

Leader:  Lord, in your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayers. 
(A moment is given for silent confession to God.) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

*SHARING THE PEACE

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 

THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON 2 SAMUEL 7:1-11, 16 

 7Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all 

his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a 

house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all 

that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant 

David: Thus, says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not 

lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, 

but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved 



about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal 

leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have 

you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 

David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 

sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you 

went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great 

name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my 

people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be 

disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time 

that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 

enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a 

house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your 

throne shall be established forever. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON LUKE 1:26-45 

 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 

one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 

what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary 

said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore, the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 

for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then 

Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 

Then the angel departed from her. 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 



with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 

the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would 

be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

SERMON “The Impossible Thing” REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 

ANTHEM “As Lately We Watched” ARR. THERON KIRK 
Sandy Gingrich, Ann Greenwood PUBLIC DOMAIN 

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 
INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 

CALL FOR OFFERTORY 

OFFERTORY “The Day That is So Rich in Joy” J. S. BACH 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

*SENDING SONG #116 “The Snow Lay on the Ground” PUBLIC DOMAIN 

*POSTLUDE “Let All Together Praise Our God” D, BUXTEHUDE 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 



 



 

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020 

Sunday Morning Fellowship 

Please join us on Zoom for Fellowship on Sunday Mornings following 
Worship.  The link for Sunday Morning Fellowship can be found in the Thursday 
email blast.  If you would like to be added to the list to receive these emails, 
please contact the office.  

In a spirit of love and caution, we have returned to virtual only worship until after January 3rd.  

 

Faith Presbyterian Church of Emmaus 

3002 N. Second Street - PO Box 507 - Emmaus, PA 18049 

610-967-5600—office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
Visit us on the web! www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

 

2021 Stewardship Drive 

With a grateful heart, the Stewardship Committee is pleased to 

report that we have received 72 pledges to the 2021 Faith Church 

budget totaling $222,906.  Last year, we received 74 pledges and we 

would love to increase that number.  Please consider what you can do 

to support Faith Church.  Peace. 

Office Hours  

Lynda will be in the office on Mondays only, at 9:00 AM until 

the financial work is completed. If you need something in the 

church, please contact her to arrange an agreeable time.  

Christmas Joy Offering: THE PERFECT GIFT 

Leadership: Past, Present and Future 
GOD is with us—Matthew 1:23 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our 

eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift 

by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their 

time of need and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-

related racial ethnic schools and colleges. 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be received and dedicated 

12/20/2020. 

Faith Presbyterian Church received $3500.00 in 2019 for the 

Christmas Joy Offering. 

Do you think we can be JOYFUL givers and “top” that amount? 

Advent Meditations 

Join Pastor Becki once more on Thursday, December 17 at 

7:00 PM for Advent Meditations. We will be using the art and 

poetry of A Sanctified Art's "Those Who Dream" advent 

program. The Zoom link is shared in the Thursday email blast.  

The last week of Advent, we will gather at 2 p.m. on 

Christmas Eve. A different link will appear for that meeting.   

Congregational Meeting - December 20 

There will be a congregational meeting next Sunday,  December 

20, immediately following worship (to begin no earlier than 11:00 

AM) for the purpose of electing the slate of officers and 

Nominating Committee members, as well as voting on the pastor's 

terms of call. The meeting will be in person and via Zoom. Zoom 

details were provided in an email blast. If you need the details, 

please email office@faithchurchemmaus.org. New officers will be 

installed in January.  

Nominating Committee Report 

Elders Class of 2023:  Doug Boyd, Bruce Luff (2nd term),             

Terry Eck Elder, one vacancy 

Deacon Class of 2022: Carolyn Baittinger  

Deacons Class of 2023: Ruth Rozsitch, Kim Kreider,                      
Beth Kunkle (2nd term), Liz Kenny (2nd term)  

Nominating Class of 2022:  Joann Herring, Deanna Robinson  

Pastor’s Terms of Call 

mailto:office@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:office@faithchurchemmaus.org


 

We’re on Facebook 

This Week  
Sunday, December 20 Christmas Joy Offering 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service 
 11:00 AM— Special Congregational Meeting (Z) 
 5:00 PM— Youth Group 
 
Monday, December 21 
 Noon— Meditation (Facebook Live) 
 7:00 PM— Mission Committee (Z)  
 
Tuesday, December 22 Church Office Closed 
 
Wednesday, December 23 Church Office Closed 
 6:00 PM— Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, December 24  Christmas Eve Church Office Closed 
 2:00 PM— Advent Meditation (Z) 
 7:30 PM— Candlelight Worship Service (Virtual only) 
 11:39 PM— Candlelight Worship Service (Triangle) 
 
Friday, December 25  Christmas Church Office Closed 
   Pastor on Vacation  
Saturday, December 26 through New Year’s  

 
 

Next Week 

Sunday, December 27 Pastor on Vacation  
 10:00 AM— Worship Service through New Year’s  
 5:00 PM— Youth Group 
 
Monday, December 28 
 Noon— Meditation (Facebook Live) 
 
Tuesday, December 29 Church Office Closed 
 
Wednesday, December 30 Church Office Closed 
 
Thursday, December 31 New Year’s Eve Church Office Closed 
 
Friday, January 1, 2021 Happy New Year! Church Office Closed 
    
Saturday, January 2 
 10:00 AM— Crazy Quilters 

 

 

Two Weeks of Faith 

This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the 
church website for the most up-to-date information.  

12/20 Dorothy Harshman, Erik Walker 

12/21 Nora Harford  

12/23 Dennis Arndt  

12/24 Christina Godiska, Michelle Halpin 

12/26 Carole Wilson 

Jan. 18 .................MLK Day, Church Office Closed 

Jan. 31 .................Sunday School 

Feb. 14 ................Spring Flyer Deadline 

Feb. 15 ................Presidents’ Day, Church Office Closed 

Feb. 17 ................Ash Wednesday 

Feb. 21 ................Lent Begins 
Feb. 28 ................Sunday School 

Mar. 28 ................Palm Sunday, Sunday School 

Apr. 1 ...................Maundy Thursday 

Apr. 2 ...................Good Friday 

Looking Ahead…  

Pre-K—5 online Sunday School 

 Inviting all Preschool through 5th graders to join us for 

online Sunday school at 9:00 AM on the dates listed below. It will 

be great to see each other's faces again as we catch up and 

learn about being a friend in God's way.  We will finish up in time 
for those who are going to church in person to get in the car or 

for the rest of us to tune into worship online. Hope  to see you 

there! Any questions contact Cathy at cathyzwiese@gmail.com or 

248-622-1672. The link for these Sunday school classes can be 

found in the Thursday email blast.   

 

       January 31, February 28, March 28 

 

Zoom Access Info 

For security sake, the links for Zoom meetings are only 

shared in the Thursday email blast.  If you would like to be added 

to the list to receive these emails, please contact the office.  

 

Lend Your Voice!  

Have you considered taking a turn as Worship Assistant? 

With fixes to the sanctuary HVAC system and worship 

procedure changes, we are worshiping with safety in mind, 

but the role of Worship Assistant has stayed the same. Please 

see the church website under Volunteer Opportunities to sign 

up. If new to Sign Up Genius, a quick registration is all that’s 

required to pick a slot. And we thank you!  

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Presbyterian-Church-885453774875376/
https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/
mailto:cathyzwiese@gmail.com
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The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four annual 
special offerings. The church-wide Special Offerings 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an important 

role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the 21st century, bringing together the  
diversity of the PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The Special Offerings 
offer opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness and they profoundly affect the life of the church 
as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.

The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous 
gifts that support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have 
pointed us to God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders 
through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, God is calling new 
leaders for our Church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping communities of color — offering students the 
means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents 
and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.

WAYS TO GIVE

Through your congregation

Text JOY to 56512 to learn more or donate

Online at pcusa.org/christmasjoy

THE  PERFECT  GIFT.

God is with us.
— Matthew 1:23



Being Together
God saw the great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift, a  
gift that brought God and humanity closer together. God’s perfect 
gift to us, Jesus Christ, offered the power of being with us. According 
to Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to Jesus is Emmanuel, 
which means “God is with us.”

During these past months, many of us weren’t able to be together  
in person.  But we have always been together in spirit, and in faith. 
God has been with us.  And through our gifts to the Christmas Joy 
Offering, we are together with those who need our love and support.

Because God is with us, we see the potential of students of color who 
will become our leaders and we seek to come alongside them, to  
encourage them, to be with them.

50%
of your gifts make it possible for students to learn 
and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools 

and colleges equipping communities of color.

Because God is with us, we see church workers who have critical  
financial needs and we come alongside them, to assist them — we are 
with them.

50%
of your gifts provide assistance for  

current and retired church workers and their  
families with critical financial needs.

Thank you for your gift to the Christmas Joy Offering —  
for when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

 In 2015, Rose Bryant was at a crossroads in her life — a job she needed to 
support she and her son fell through due to her lack of a college degree. 
Discovering she could go back to college, and qualify for scholarships 

supported by the Christmas Joy Offering, changed everything. She found 
special joy as a member of Stillman’s renowned choir. She graduated in 
2019 and is now an English and Language Arts teach in Dallas, Texas.

“I don’t think I would be here without the support of Stillman,” she said. 
“The amazing thing is that all of this has had a ripple effect. I was able to 
finish my goal because of the support I received, and I know of at least six 
people who came directly to me to find out how they could do the same, 
including my younger sister.” 

The ripple effect that Rose speaks of starts when each of us does some 
small thing, such as giving a gift to the Christmas Joy Offering, the power 
of which grows stronger and stronger as it is passed along. 

Thank you for your generosity.

WHEN WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT.

The Christmas Joy Offering  
supports Presbyterian-related 

schools and colleges  
equipping communities of  
color like Stillman College  

in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.
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