
 

    NOTE: Sheet music for hymns can be found at the end of this document. 
  

Welcome to this opportunity to worship our loving and life-giving God! “Praise God from 

whom all blessings flow!” 

 

This worship service can be watched live on YouTube, as it happens, anywhere you 

have an internet connection. Additionally, past services will be archived so you can stay 

up-to-date or relive your favorite Sunday morning moments. You can find the link on our 

website or check it out at https://bit.ly/FPClive 

 

Ushers: Chuck Waters, Sally Heimbach  

  

Order of Worship 

August 23, 2020 
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
10:00 AM   AUGUST 23, 2020 
 
 

 THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship. Please use the prelude time to turn your 

attention to God’s presence and help.  Nurturing our relationships and friendships in fellowship is 

essential to our life as a congregation, so please continue to do so following our time of worship. 

  
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
  
  
 

FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 
  
PRELUDE   “Andante” J. H. ROMAN 

  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader:  Happy are the people whose God is the Lord. 

People:  Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 
Leader:  Every day I will bless you, Loving God, and praise your name forever and ever. 

People:  We worship the God who has conquered sin and death, who is raised to 
eternal life, and who claims us each one as siblings with our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 

  
*OPENING PRAYER  

  
HYMN #684  “Faith Begins by Letting Go” LUX PRIMA 

(The soloists will sing the hymn. You are invited to follow along in the hymnal and 

reflect on the words. May this be a time of prayer for you!) 
  
  



 

LITANY OF AFFIRMATION 

Leader:  God who comes to us in love, we come now in confession and repentance. 

You call us to love and serve others, but we cling to self-interest and small-

mindedness. We pursue our own way and seek to prosper ourselves. Despite 

your generosity and comfort, we are too full of complaints toward you and 

those around us. Despite your compassion and love for us and all people, we 

are too full of judgment and fear. Though we come seeking your forgiveness 

for all the ways we sin, we hoard the forgiveness that others would ask of us. 

Forgive us, welcome us, and reconcile us to you and one another we pray. 
  
 A moment of silence for personal confession 
  

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

People: hear our prayers. 
  
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

  
*SHARING THE PEACE 

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. The peace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 

  
*HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #581  GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning,  

is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

  
  



 
THE  WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 

  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

  
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON  PSALM 46:1-11 

1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake 

in the heart of the sea; 
3though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. 
6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 
8Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the 

spear; he burns the shields with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations; I am exalted in the earth.” 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON  MATTHEW 14:22-33 

 22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, 

while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 

mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time 

the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 

them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when 

the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 

they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; 

do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 

on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 

water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 

frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately 

reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 



 

 

SERMON   “The Miracle of Calm” REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 

  
ANTHEM   “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place” CHUCK BRIDWELL 

 Sandy Gingrich, Penny Pantano, Joe Smits 
  
SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 
INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER   GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 
  (Please use “debts & debtors”.) 
 
  

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
  
CALL FOR OFFERTORY    

  
OFFERTORY  “Prelude on the ‘Tune ALBANO’” RAYMOND H. HAAN 

  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  
*CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

  
CHORAL SENDING “God Be With You till We Meet Again” WILLIAM G. TOMER 

  
*POSTLUDE  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” J. WALTHER 

  
  
  
  



 



 

“In the spirit of love and caution, we are limiting our indoor 
gatherings to a max of 25 people. Though most are 
continuing to worship virtually, please keep in mind we will 
seat on a first-come, first-served basis until further notice.” 

 

Continuing Conversations on Racial Equity 

In the spring, our church community encouraged participation in 
the 21-Day Racial Equity Challenge. We talked about what we were 
reading, watching, and listening to in an effort to engage in these 
important conversations about racial equity. Join us August 24 for a 
follow-up conversation. What have you read, watched, or listened to 
since our 21-Day Challenge?  

We will meet at 7p.m. on Aug 24 via Zoom. Register now 
here: https://bit.ly/2DvxX9D 

Looking for more? Please check out our denomination's Week of 
Action scheduled for Aug 24-30. From the website, the week's 
"endeavor is structured to provide a public witness that facilitates 
education, visibility, and action that reinforces our PC(USA) statements 
and policy around the support of eradicating racism and acknowledging 
that God loves all Black lives. By joining together as national staff and 
the greater church, we hope to provide faithful leadership in the area of 
justice, love, and equality within our denomination and communities."  

Find more information here: https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/ 

Please contact Pastor Becki if you have any questions.  

 

Church Picnic – Sunday, September 13th 

Mark your calendars for a church picnic on Sunday, September 
13th immediately following worship.  The Fellowship Committee is 
moving ahead with plans to gather outside for a church picnic.  Our 
format for the church picnic will be modified to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.  Details will be communicated in the weeks ahead.  Please 
plan to join us if you are able.   

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2020 

Sunday Morning Fellowship 

Please join us on Zoom for Fellowship on Sunday Mornings following 
Worship.  The link for Sunday Morning Fellowship can be found in the Thursday 
email blast.  If you would like to be added to the list to receive these emails, 
please contact the office.  

Scrip Orders are due 
September 13. 

8/23 Wes Johnston 

This Week  
Sunday, August 23 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service 
 5:00 PM— Youth Group 
 
Monday, August 24 Church Office Closed 
 
Tuesday, August 25 
 7:30 PM— Fellowship Committee (Z) 
 
Wednesday, August 26 Church Office Closed 
 6:00 PM— Bell Choir Rehearsal (S) 
 
Thursday, August 27 Church Office Closed 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, August 28 Church Office Closed 
 Noon— Friday Meditation (Facebook Live) 
 
Saturday, August 29 
 
 

Next Week 

Sunday, August 30 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service 
 5:00 PM— Youth Group 
 
Monday, August 31 Church Office Closed 
 
Tuesday, September 1 
 7:00 PM— Stewardship Committee (Z) 
 
Wednesday, September 2 Church Office Closed 
 6:00 PM— Bell Choir Rehearsal (S) 
 
Thursday, September 3 Church Office Closed 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, September 4 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, September 5 
 9:00 AM— Crazy Quilters 

Two Weeks of Faith 

This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the 
church website for the most up-to-date information.  

https://bit.ly/2DvxX9D
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/


       

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104 
www.lehighpresbytery.org    E-mail address: office@lehighpresbytery.org   Phone number:  610-391-9020 

LEHIGH PRESBYTERY
August 14, 2020  

Slowing Down for COVID-19 

“Slow down, you crazy child. And take the phone off the hook and disappear for awhile. 

It's all right; you can afford to lose a day or two.”  (Billy Joel, Vienna) 

COVID-19 has significantly slowed the world down. Suddenly, we find ourselves no longer racing along at the 

same pace of life to which we were accustomed, pre-pandemic. Of course, most of us realized that our pre-

pandemic speed was untenable. We knew we couldn’t possibly sustain the rate at which we were running. Yet 

now that the world has slowed down, and we have slowed down, it’s driving some of us a little crazy. 

In May 2019 I had the privilege of traveling to South Sudan for a mission study trip with PC(USA) congregational 

and presbytery leaders engaged in ministry with our denominational partners there. We were warned about how 

slowly life moves in that African country and how little we would feel we were accomplishing. Indeed, it is a 

completely different culture. A much slower pace. Everything we did was difficult and took twice as long as it 

does in the U.S. 

Today we find ourselves in COVID culture. It feels completely foreign—it’s neither our culture of origin nor our first 

language. Everything takes much more effort. Even accomplishing something small is exhausting. Meanwhile, our 

to-do lists keep growing longer because we have not yet adjusted our expectations to accommodate the slower 

pace of life. 

I readily admit my own sinfulness in looking at life as a series of to-do items to check off, events to attend, and 

tasks to complete. I suppose my hope is that if I do enough, I’ll somehow prove myself and earn the validation of 

others (and God?). But as Billy Joel wisely suggests, “you’ve got so much to do and only so many hours in a day.” 

Alas, in COVID culture, we have the same 24 hours but less energy, a shorter attention span, fewer options, and 

scarcer resources with which to “do” so much.  

Let’s choose to be gentle with ourselves and one another, recognizing that we are simply not going to 

accomplish quite as much during this pandemic, however long it might last. This goes for our lives on the 

personal, congregational, and presbytery levels. Let’s offer one another the grace God offers to us every day, 

every minute of our lives, recognizing that we’re all doing the best we can in this strange and difficult season. 

Finally, let us pray in this way: 

Lord, give me patience to live at this pace. 

Give me grace for my fellow travelers. 

Give me peace in the small gifts around me. 

Give me joy in the surprises that await notice, when I'm going slow enough to take them in. 

Give me trust that the journey has a destination. 

Give me hope about the quality of life available in this slower ride that I may not yet have discovered. 

Give me patience with myself and for others. 

Give me discipline to do three things a day. No more. 

Let this time prepare me for what's next, in ways I can't yet see. 

Let this time shape us for what we can be. Amen. 

(by Rev. Kara Root, in the hereandnow, 8-9-20) 

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Rhonda Kruse, Transitional Presbytery Leader 

http://www.lehighpresbytery.org/
mailto:office@lehighpresbytery.org
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Dear Friends, 

 

Communities of faith and people across the nation are joining the movement to confront the sins of racism and white 

supremacy. They are coming together to demand that Black lives of every age, gender, gender identity and sexuality are no 

longer ignored, dismissed or pushed to the margins of our society. They are protesting the unlawful and unjust killings of 

innocent Black individuals. 

 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) affirms that all Black Lives Matter. 

 

The Presbyterian Week of Action, Aug. 24–30, is an endeavor to provide a public witness that facilitates education, 

visibility and action that reinforces our PC(USA) statements and policy that support eradicating racism and acknowledge 

that God loves all Black lives.  

 

In “Responding to the Sin of Racism and a Call to Action,” the 224th General Assembly (2020) declared, “Our country’s 

most important institutions have been built to sustain white privilege, to protect white lives and white property at the 

expense of our siblings of color. The church through ignorance, denial, and in some cases deliberate action, has 

participated in this injustice. We have been slow to face the reality of systemic racism. We have been slow to acknowledge 

the pain of our fellow Presbyterians, of our fellow Christians, of our fellow citizens, and of those who have come to 

America for a better life, whose value has been judged by the color of their skin.” The Assembly called the Church to 

“actively confront and dismantle systemic racism in our church and in society at large, and to work for a more just, 

merciful, and peaceful country that allows all of God’s children to flourish.” 

 

Lehigh Presbytery, joining together with national staff and the greater Church, hopes to provide faithful leadership in the 

area of justice, love, and equality within our denomination and communities. 

 

Join with us, the national office, and PC(USA) churches across the nation the week of Aug. 24–30. Events will include a 

town hall, film screening, a rally and a day of service to our communities. Act now by planning to participate in the daily 

schedule of events and share the news with our digital toolkit. Plans are also in the works for a Lehigh Presbytery event 

later in the fall. Please let us know if you’d like to be part of the planning process. 

 

While we recognize and honor the good work toward justice that has been ongoing in our denomination and our 

congregations, we also realize that in this time it is not enough. Though the Presbyterian Week 

of Action hopes to meet the immediacy of our current context, it will not be the culmination of 

our work as a denomination, for we have a long way to go to eradicate systemic racism and 

white supremacy. Nonetheless, this week will empower us, challenge us and enliven the faith 

we follow.  
 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

Rev. Stephen Emick    Rev. Christy Kass 

Moderator of Lehigh Presbytery  Vice Moderator of Lehigh Presbytery 
 

 

 

Rev. Rhonda K. Kruse   Rev. Dr. Mike Drake 

Transitional Presbytery Leader  Stated Clerk 
 
Links:   https://www.pcusa.org/ 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/bearing-witness-presbyterians-to-host-week-of-action/ 
https://www.pc-biz.org/#/search/3000727 
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/ 

For such a time as this, the congregations and leadership of Lehigh Presbytery will partner to challenge and 
resource each other, so that we may boldly risk our comfort for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. 

https://www.pcusa.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/bearing-witness-presbyterians-to-host-week-of-action/
https://www.pc-biz.org/#/search/3000727
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
https://www.pcusa.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/bearing-witness-presbyterians-to-host-week-of-action/
https://www.pc-biz.org/#/search/3000727
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
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BECOMING UNSTUCK THROUGH 

IMPROVISATION 
REV. MARTHAME SANDERS 

 

In January, Tod Bolsinger came to Lehigh Presbytery’s Gathering to lead us in a conversation about 
the concepts of church leadership outlined in his book, Canoeing the Mountains—Christian 
Leadership in Uncharted Territory. Tod spoke about the importance of learning to engage in adaptive 
change, which requires leaders to take on a "spirit of adventure," seeking opportunities and possibilities 
for becoming unstuck from the same old way of doing things. 

 

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it? (Isaiah 43:19) 

 

HOW CAN WE BECOME UNSTUCK?   

ONE WAY IS TO LEARN HOW TO IMPROVISE.  

 

@ Lehigh Presbytery Assembly  

Saturday, September 19 

                                  9:30am- 1:00pm 

 

Come, learn more about improvisation and practice it at our upcoming Presbytery assembly, where Rev. 

Marthame Sanders will teach us (on Zoom); some improv techniques; help us become unstuck from the same 

old ways of doing things and be more open to the adventure God is calling us into next. 

Marthame Sanders is an Atlanta-based dad, artist, and pastor. A graduate of Yale University and the University 

of Chicago, Marthame has served in ministry as international mission staff, youth director, and solo pastor. 

Aijcast is his latest project, seeking to unite his passion for faith, art, and justice. 

 

For such a time as this, the congregations and leadership of Lehigh Presbytery will partner to challenge 
and resource each other, so that we may boldly risk our comfort for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. 
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Upcoming Online Study Series on Racism 
 
Usually held at Pittsburgh Seminary, this year the World Mission  
Initiative Conference is entirely online, entirely free, and offers  
help to our churches on an especially timely topic. 
 
Recognizing Racism -- "JESUS CHRIST AND THE 'DIVIDING WALL':  
RACE AND GOD'S MISSION” is this year’s World Mission Initiative  
Conference Theme.  

https://www.pts.edu/wmi-conference 

 

 

LOUISVILLE — The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) recently 

announced the launch of the #Give828 campaign to 

benefit the Racial Equity & Women’s Intercultural 

Ministries. 

 

 

Gifts to #Give828 will go to support leadership 

development for leaders of color by funding the Katie 

Geneva Cannon Scholarship and the Conference for 

Seminarians of Color. Donating to the campaign is one of 

the action steps you can take as a part of the Presbyterian 

Week of Action August 24 -30. 

On August 28, the PC(USA) will be joining #Give828, a 

national day of giving focused specifically on supporting 

Black-benefitting organizations. #Give828 isn’t like other 

fundraising campaigns. This day takes place during Black 

Philanthropy Month and commemorates multiple 

important historical landmarks in Black Americans’ march 

toward freedom. Did you know that on: 

 August 28, 1955: 14-year-old Emmett Till was 

brutally murdered by three white men. The 

murder became a flashpoint in the civil rights 

movement. 

 August 28, 1963: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

delivered his iconic “I Have a Dream” speech 

during the landmark March on Washington in 

Washington, D.C. 

 August 28, 2005: Hurricane Katrina made landfall 

in Louisiana. The storm, which devastated New 

Orleans, inordinately impacted many of the city’s 

Black residents. 

 August 28, 2008: Then-Senator Barack Obama 

accepted the Democratic nomination for 

president, becoming the first Black man to win 

the nomination and bid for the presidency. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the gross health, 

socio-economic and job disparities that have left Black 

and brown people more vulnerable to death from the 

coronavirus. Those impacts are coupled with the deaths 

of Ahmaud Arbery, an unarmed Black man who was 

gunned down by white supremacists while jogging; 

Breonna Taylor, an unarmed Black woman who was 

killed by police while sleeping; and George Floyd, an 

unarmed Black man who was killed by a police officer 

who pressed his knee on Floyd’s neck for 8 minutes and 

46 seconds. Streets are filled with protesters who are 

demanding justice and calling for sweeping change. 

The current movement for racial justice is not just an 

indictment of law enforcement, but also the systemic 

racism that infects many of our institutions, including 

education, housing and health care. 

Matthew 25:31–46 calls followers of Jesus to actively 

engage in the world so that faith comes alive and people 

of faith can wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by 

this passage, both the 222nd and 223rd General 

Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act 

boldly and compassionately to serve people who are 

hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. The three focus 

areas of the resulting Matthew 25 invitation are building 

congregational vitality, dismantling structural 

racism and eradicating systemic poverty. 

You can read the entire article and more about the 

ministries that are supported by this giving date…at:  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyteria

n-mission-agency-announces-launch-of-give828-

fundraising-campaign 

Presbyterian Mission Agency announces launch of #Give828 fundraising campaign 
                     …….It’s part of the upcoming Presbyterian Week of Action 

By Gail Strange/Presbyterian News Service 

https://www.pts.edu/wmi-conference
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/racial-equity-womens-intercultural-ministries/gender-and-racial-justice-ministries/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/racial-equity-womens-intercultural-ministries/gender-and-racial-justice-ministries/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/E051484/?appeal=RE&WIM&package=G828
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/E051484/?appeal=RE&WIM&package=G828
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NRSV
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/vitality/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/vitality/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/poverty/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-mission-agency-announces-launch-of-give828-fundraising-campaign
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-mission-agency-announces-launch-of-give828-fundraising-campaign
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-mission-agency-announces-launch-of-give828-fundraising-campaign
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Meals and Ministry: More than Nourishment   
By Rev. Sue Bennetch, First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem 

Presbyterians have a reputation for having breakfast, lunch 
or supper with friends from the church or a neighbor who 
has something on their mind. We have early morning Bible 
Studies at favorite diners in our neighborhoods; our craft 
group and other ministries break at noon to have lunch 
together at Kirkland Village; and many K-groups start their 
evening meeting time with a dinner made by the evening’s 
host. 

Sharing a meal together deepens relationships and is an 
important part of our lives. Many people have expressed 
the loss they feel because of the pandemic. Restaurants are 
closed, or now have limited outdoor seating and shortened 
hours. We all long for the time we can see our friends in 
person and break bread together once again. 

Yet in the midst of the health crisis that 
is stifling our plans, there is a group of 
people at First Presbyterian Church in 
Bethlehem that are sharing meals 
together two to three times a week. It 
started as a church ministry for our 
Deacons when we reached out to 
those living alone, unable to drive, or 
not family close by, and offered to 
deliver a meal to them. 

These faithful men and women 
deliver a meal to about ten 
households every week. They shared 
with me how these relationships 
have blossomed, grown, and 
flourished over a meal. And today 
these relationships are so much 
more. 

Recently, one of our food preparers, Jane, called her contact 
Nancy to let her know that she would be bringing over a 
meal. Nancy did not sound very well and Jane suggested she 
call her doctor. Her doctor told her to go to the Emergency 
Room. 

Instead of dropping off food that day, Jane took Nancy to 
the hospital and stayed with her while she was admitted. 
Nancy’s stress level decreased and she was very glad that 
Jane was with her. 

Throughout the day, people asked Jane if she was Nancy’s 
daughter. Jane and Nancy tried to come up with a short 
answer. Finally, Jane answered: “No, I am her quarantine 
buddy!” She and Nancy had a good laugh. 

Another food preparer, Sharon, tells a story about the 
couple she prepares meals for. They are elderly, with health 
issues, so they were very touched when they received the 
call telling them about our Meal Ministry. 

Sharon and this couple have a good 
relationship and they have 
developed a trust since they first 
began receiving meals. Sharon 
shared how fond she was of them, 
and cherishes the friendship she 
has development with them. 

The husband always tells Sharon to open a restaurant 
because the meals are so well made! “You just take such 
good care of us,” he says every time he meets Sharon in the 
driveway to receive the meal for the day. 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

With unemployment benefits in limbo, and eviction notices a real 
possibility, food insecurity can be growing. And this long quarantine 
period can take its toll in many ways. 

Camp Kirkwood Opportunity  

Hey Parents,  

I know Covid-19 has been hard on everyone, but I can’t even imagine how it has been for  

all you parents. I know you love your kids, we love them too, but I’m sure they can get a  

little frustrating after being cooped up at home for so long. We have a lot of space for  

them to let out their energy and it’ll be a nice break from all the screens (although we  

do have Wi-Fi in some areas). While you are here, staff is very willing to take you on  

a hike, build you a fire, or just show you cool spots around camp. They will be wearing masks and social distancing though.  

At this time, we don’t have any meal service, but several of our buildings have full kitchens available. For the low rate of 

$100.00 per night, you can stay at camp and have a small, non-contact family vacation. For any inquiries or questions, 

please email kirkwood@kirkwoodcamp.org or call 570- 421-8625. Whatever you decide, we hope you are staying safe 

and still having a great summer.  

Blessings, Ford Behne, Camp Kirkwood    https://www.kirkwoodcamp.org/ 

 

mailto:kirkwood@kirkwoodcamp.org
https://www.kirkwoodcamp.org/
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IN THE MISSION YEARBOOK 

 

August 15, 2020 – Despite the pandemic, 

churches find they’re maintaining ecclesial health 

 

Familiar Bible stories can take on new meaning during this 
extraordinary time. The coronavirus has inflicted any number of 
health crises on Presbyterian Church (USA) congregations – 
but some tangible ways it’s also enhanced their ecclesial health.   
 
 
 
 
 
Read more at:  
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/August

-15-2020/ 

 
Let us pray:  

Christ, we thank you for being the Word made flesh. As you 
ministered to those around you through touch, sight and 
sound, teach us to make use of our whole selves—body, 
mind, and spirit—to do your work. Give us the courage to 
take action and grace to welcome all with a loving spirit. 
Amen. 

Lehigh Presbytery Mission Grants 
Available for Technology! 

 

Lehigh Presbytery has funds available 
to help churches purchase cameras, 
laptops, projectors, speakers, etc. to 
begin or improve an on-line worship 
service and other outreach to their 
communities.  

We have another fund (small churches) with which we can 
offer grants to help small churches with Zoom 
subscriptions. 

If your congregation hopes to purchase audio/visual 
equipment needed to expand your mission through 
technology, simply submit a Presbytery Mission Grant 
Application to office@lehighpresbytery.org. 

https://lehighpresbytery.org/lp/wp-
content/uploads/Application-for-Financial-Grant-REVISED-5-
2020.pdf 

 

Science of COVID-19 Conversation 

 A Zoom conversation was organized by the Lehigh 
Presbytery leadership on August 3, 2020 with two 
scientists who provided current information and 
guidance in making important decisions while fighting 
the pandemic. 

If you were unable to join us, you can view the 
recording of this conversation on our website at 
https://lehighpresbytery.org/news-
events/workshops/ 

=   =   =   = 

How and When to Return to Worship Safely 

Some areas in the Synod of the Trinity 

region are seeing restrictions lessened 

as the spread of the coronavirus 

decreases.  

As these mandates become less and less, there will be 

urgency to return to “normal,” which for many will 

include being back in church for worship. As you and 

your session contemplate on the best ways to do that 

while continuing to keep everyone’s health and well-

being in your best interests, visit their website at 

https://www.syntrinity.org/how-to-return-to-

worship-safely/ for more resources that may assist 

you in that transition. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

The next called meeting of  

Lehigh Presbytery is Saturday, 

September 19, 2020.   

This meeting will be held via ZOOM. 

 

Loving Spirit, you bind us to yourself and to 
one another. Send us into this world joyfully 
proclaiming our risen Savior, that the world 
might know your boundless love as it is lived 
out in us. Amen. 
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Church Financial Leadership  
 

Part of the Lilly Endowment Inc.’s National Initiative to 
Address Economic Challenges Facing Pastoral Leaders, 
this program helps to equip and train pastors and church 
leaders in their financial management and leadership for 
congregations. The opening for the acceptance of grant 
applications and the subsequent deadlines will be listed 
on this page. 

 Resources help pastors navigate the changing 

cultural context they face as they seek to 
strengthen the financial vitality of their 
congregations. 

 Grants for finance-related educational activities 
are available. 

 Online resource for pastors and church leaders 

For more information and an application, visit: 
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/financial-
literacy-leadership/ or contact Rev. David Loleng, 
Director, Church Financial Literacy and Leadership at 
800-858-6127 ext 5901, email 
david.loleng@presbyterianfoundation.org  
 

 
 

CHURCH FINANCIAL LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 

Connecting all your church financial education needs  

Financial literacy is key to maintaining the economic 

vitality and sustainability of congregations. The 

Presbyterian Foundation is excited to announce the 

Church Financial Leadership Academy. This e-learning 

platform provides financial literacy education in a 

convenient online format that’s available any time you’re 

ready. As a member of the Church Financial Leadership 

Academy, pastors will be able to create their own 

schedule of courses. You can also share the customized 

playlists with your stewardship team or your session! 

The self-directed video-based courses will help pastors: 

 Answer questions you may have such as, “Should 

pastors know what people give”  

 Learn the best practices for stewardship, planned 

giving, and year-long stewardship efforts  

 Learn about the changing landscape of religious giving  

 Learn how to form generous disciples 

The interactive and educational church finance tool for 

pastoral leaders is offered at no cost. It is an e-learning 

platform that provides financial literacy education in a 

convenient online format that’s available anytime you’re 

ready. Get Started Now! Visit churchfla.org and sign up 

using the registration code PCUSA. 

For more information, contact David Loleng by email at 

david.loleng@presbyterianfoundation.org or phone 800-

858-6127 ext. 5901. 

Stewardship Kaleidoscope, the conference 

for leading content on stewardship will be a 

three day virtual event this year. 

https://stewardshipkaleidoscope.org/ 

The Stewardship Kaleidoscope virtual conference this 
year features Bonnie Ives Marden, a leadership 
consultant and financial stewardship practitioner. Bonnie 
provides stewardship education through multiple United 
Methodist Foundations and is the author of Church 
Finances for Missional Leaders.  
 

Bonnie will lead us in considering how our own faith 
shapes our relationship to stewardship and church 
finance and will provide best practice tips for church 
financial management. After the presentation, there will 
be a live question and answer period where we can 
explore further how to be the best possible financial 
stewards for our faith communities. 
 

For more information or to register: 
https://www.churchcampaignservices.org/stewardship-
kaleidoscope-2020/ 
 
Grants are available through the Presbyterian 
Foundation. For more information and an application, 
visit:  https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/grant/ or 
contact Rev. David Loleng, Director, Church Financial 
Literacy and Leadership at 800-858-6127 ext 5901, email 
david.loleng@presbyterianfoundation.org 

Stewardship Navigator 

A simple tool that helps raise funds for your mission 

A planned giving tool has been added to the 

Stewardship Navigator 

 

Watch the video to learn more or to sign up! 

https://stewardshipnavigator.com    

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 

another with whatever gift each of you has received. 

1 Peter 4:10 
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Hello Lehigh Presbytery,  
 
My name is Allison Maus and I am the college-
age and young adult minister at State College 
Presbyterian Church from the Huntingdon 
Presbytery.  
 
I am the advisor for the Presbyterian Student 
Fellowship at Penn State University Park and I 
am reaching out to let you know we're here and 
that we want to support your students! We 
know many students from your presbytery 
attend Penn State and we want to make sure 
that we are connecting with them, especially 
during this year that will be much more 
isolated.  
 
Because of the current pandemic our plan is to 
do a combination of in-person (socially 
distanced) and virtual gatherings so that 
students can participate in safe and 
meaningful ways. I've attached our flyer with 
some contact info if you have a newsletter or 
some way of sharing. We're not looking for 
numbers, but we just want students who want 
to be a part of a group like ours can find us!  
 
Peace, 
Allison Maus 
 
Advisor for Presbyterian Student Fellowship  
at Penn State 
Associate in College Age and Young  
Adult Ministries 
State College Presbyterian Church 
132 W. Beaver Ave. 
 

Crossroads Lay Leadership Program at Moravian Seminary 

 
FALL COURSES  

 The Story of Christianity with the Rev. Dr. Bill Falla to lead us through from the early church until today.  
Mondays, 6-9 pm, 9/14-11/2. 

 Unpacking the Scriptures: Teaching with Rev. Roberta Kearney who is a specialist in how to do education 
within the church. Thursdays, 6-9 pm, 9/10-10/29.   

 Culture and Change with Dr. Jill Peters, is a look at church culture and how to make changes.  This course 
meets from 6-9 pm twice a week: 11/5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23, 30, 12/3.  Mondays and Thursday with Thanksgiving 
off and done before Advent!   

 
All Crossroads courses are available on Zoom and as long as we can, also in person.  For more info contact Jill Peters at 
petersj2@moravian.edu or through the website at http://www.moravianseminary.edu/crossroads. 
 
Dr. Jill Peters 
Missional Leadership Developer, Moravian Theological Seminary  

mailto:petersj2@moravian.edu
http://www.moravianseminary.edu/crossroads
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SUNDAY SERVICES  

9:00 a.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem – contemporary worship on facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem. You can go to their website for a link to view the service.  

9:30 a.m. 

 Community Presbyterian Church of Mt. Bethel-Portland, Mt. Bethel, PA on zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/216305804?pwd+NXVwajdXcXAzMXV0cFBsdC8ydjBzdz09 Meeting ID: 216 305 804, Password: 
998322. Or by phone, please call 1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 216 305 804#; participant ID enter # and password 
enter 998322 

10:00 a.m. 

 East Stroudsburg Presbyterian Church – drive-in style worship service or you can participate virtually on facebook  
or youtube live. Visit their website at https://www.espresbyterian.com/worship/ for the links and more information 

 Faith Presbyterian Church of Emmaus – has opened for worship in person or you may participate virtually on 
YouTube https://bit.ly/FPClive. You can also access it through their website at https://faithchurchemmaus.org/  

 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown (English language) – pre-service music and announcements begin at 9:45 
a.m. – go to https://fpcallentown.org/, scroll down and click on “All Things Livestream Worship Related,” scroll 
down to “All Videos”, click on the video with the word “Live” on it. Or join by phone:  1-646-558-8656, enter 
meeting ID 536-955-148, press # to enter as a guest. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HokeyPres 

 First Presbyterian Church of Stroudsburg on facebook https://www.facebook.com/FPCStroudsburg/ 

 Pennside Presbyterian Church of Reading on facebook https://www.facebook.com/PennsidePresbyterianChurch/ 

 Presbyterian Church of the Mountain in Delaware Water Gap on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Presbyterian-Church-of-the-Mountain-234593743269661/   

 The Barn on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/theBarnLehighValley/ or by Zoom at 
https://zoom.us/j/3542000339; 9:00 am. Children’s Pajama Storytime; 9:30 a.m.–Prayer meeting; 10:00 a.m.–
Gathering; 11:00 a.m.–Small group gathering 

10:30 a.m.  

 College Hill Presbyterian of Easton on zoom https://zoom.us/j/569896612 
Or by phone, please call 1-646-558-8656. If you are not a Zoom account holder, simply hit # to bypass the 
Participant ID prompts. When it prompts you for the meeting ID, enter 569-896-612. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Easton on facebook live https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/  

 Hope of Christ Presbyterian Church in Summit Hill on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/HopeOfChristPresbyterianChurch/ 

 Korean Church of the Lehigh Valley – Korean language worship by “PRISM Live”. If you are interested in receiving 
the link, contact Pastor Mark Cho at markcho99@gmail.com.  He will send you the link on Sunday morning. 

 United Presbyterian Church of Pottsville on zoom https://zoom.us/j/543310189 or on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/united.pres/ 

11:00 a.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem – traditional worship on facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem  You can also go to their website for a link to view the service.  If 
you do not have internet access and would like to listen to the service on your phone, call 1-929-205-6099 and 
when prompted enter Meeting ID:  955 325 387. 

 Shawnee Presbyterian Church on facebook https://www.facebook.com/shawnee.church/ 

11:30 a.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown (Arabic language) - Go to www.fpcallentown.org, scroll down and click on 
“All Things Livestream Worship Related,” scroll down to “All Videos,” click on the video with the word “Live” on it. 
 Or join by phone: 1 (646) 558-8656, enter meeting ID 134-624-148, press # to enter as a guest. 

12:30 p.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown (Chin Burmese language)  go to www.fpcallentown.org, scroll down and 
click on “All Things Livestream Worship Related,” scroll down to “All Videos,” click on the video with the word “Live” 
on it. Or join by phone: 1 (646) 558-8656, enter meeting ID 233-411-498, press # to enter as a guest. 
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