
Welcome! Let us join with the psalmist who declares: “I will sing of the 
steadfast love of the Lord, forever” (Psalm 89:1, ESV). 

 
 

NOTE: Sheet music for all hymns can be found at the end of this document. 
 

 

This worship service can be watched live on YouTube, as it happens, 

anywhere you have an internet connection. Additionally, past services 

will be archived so you can stay up-to-date or relive your favorite 

Sunday morning moments. You can find the link on our website or check 

it out at https://bit.ly/FPClive 

  

Order of Worship 

June 28, 2020 
  
  
  

Faith Presbyterian Church of Emmaus 
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

10:00 AM   JUNE 28, 2020 
 
  

  
FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 

  
PRELUDE   “Beach Spring” JAMES BOERINGER 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader:  Come and worship, all you who love and serve the Lord—outsiders and 

insiders, old-timers and new-comers, the young, old and the in-between. 

  Come as you are, for this is God’s house—a house of prayer for all people, 

and God welcomes each one who comes. 

  
OPENING PRAYER  
  
HYMN #664  “Morning Has Broken” BUNESSAN 
  
LITANY OF AFFIRMATION 

Leader:  Out of the depths we cry to God, in our suffering and in our pain. Out of the 

depths God cries to us, asking us to repent, to return to God with our whole 

hearts, to admit our sin, and to accept forgiveness. So let us pray with one 

another, first in silence. 

People:  Holy God, hear our prayer: 
 For the mending of our hearts, torn apart by our unkindness; 
 For the healing of our souls, wasting away from the despair around us; 
 For the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have allowed to persist; 
 For the reconciliation of the world, whose division condemns us; 
 We pray for the courage to admit our fault, 
 The strength to amend our actions, 
 And the hope that your grace awaits us. 
 Through Christ we pray. Amen. 

  
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 



  
SHARING THE PEACE 

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. The peace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 

  
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #581  GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

  
 

THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 
  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON  PSALM 121 

 1I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come?  
2My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.  
3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.  
4He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  
5The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand.  
6The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  
7The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.  
8The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and 

forevermore.  

 
ANTHEM   “On Eagles’ Winge” MICHAEL JONCAS 
 Dianne Macdonald 
 Ann Greenwood 
 Sandy Gingrich 
  
  



SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON  LUKE 5:17-26 
    (FROM “THE VOICE” TRANSLATION) 

17 One day Jesus was teaching in a house, and the healing power of the Lord was with 

Him. Pharisees and religious scholars were sitting and listening, having come from 

villages all across the regions of Galilee and Judea and from the holy city of Jerusalem. 
18 Some men came to the house, carrying a paralyzed man on his bed pallet. They 

wanted to bring him in and present him to Jesus, 19 but the house was so packed with 

people that they couldn’t get in. So they climbed up on the roof and pulled off some roof 

tiles. Then they lowered the man by ropes so he came to rest right in front of Jesus. 
20 In this way, their faith was visible to Jesus. 

Jesus (to the man on the pallet): My friend, all your sins are forgiven. 
21 The Pharisees and religious scholars were offended at this. They turned to one 

another and asked questions. 

Pharisees and Religious Scholars: Who does He think He is? Wasn’t that 

blasphemous? Who can pronounce that a person’s sins are forgiven? Who but God 

alone? 

Jesus (responding with His own question): 22 Why are your hearts full of questions? 
23 Which is easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven” or “Get up and walk”? 24 Just so you’ll 

know that the Son of Man is fully authorized to forgive sins on earth (He turned to the 

paralyzed fellow lying on the pallet), I say, get up, take your mat, and go home. 
25 Then, right in front of their eyes, the man stood up, picked up his bed, and left to go 

home—full of praises for God! 26 Everyone was stunned. They couldn’t help but feel 

awestruck, and they praised God too. 

People: We’ve seen extraordinary things today.  

 
SERMON   “Raise the Roof” REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 
   (or at least put a hole in it.) 
  
HYMN #465  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” CONVERSE 
  
SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 

INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 
 
 



OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
  
CALL FOR OFFERTORY    
  
OFFERTORY  “Air” JEAN JOSEPH MOURET 
  
DEDICATION HYMN #606  DOXOLOGY 
  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  
HYMN #652  “A Grateful Heart” ROCKINGHAM 
  
CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  
POSTLUDE  “Improvisation on ‘Miles Lane’” MAURICE C. WHITNEY 
  
  
  



 



 



 



 

Worship Pause for Effect 

The Worship Committee recommended, and Session has approved, 

the canceling of worship next Sunday, July 5th, 2020. This gives our 

pastor and staff a well-deserved break from meeting the intense 
challenges of the past three months. We are indeed blessed to have 

them! Please consider this an opportunity to experience worship and 
communion with another church.   

Pastor’s Vacation 

Pastor Becki will be on vacation June 30-July 7. If you have a 

pastoral care issue, please contact your deacon. For emergencies, 
please contact Pastor Joanne Marchetto. jomarchetto@rcn.com 

*kid’s story time will still be held Wed July 1 at 3:30pm.  

 

Photo Directory 

It's time (again!) to schedule your photography appointment for 

our new church picture directory! Our photography days are August 4, 
5, and 6.  

Click here https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/

b7q6g942/ to book your appointment today! If you have any questions 
or need help, please let Pastor Becki know. 

Pets are welcome!  

If you are able to help sign up to be a welcome crew on the 

photography days, please let me know as soon as possible. Greeters 
will help direct traffic, help us make sure people are being socially 

distant, and sign people in when they arrive for their appointments.  

Please book your appointment as soon as possible to get your 

first choice time slot! 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Becki 

 

 

 

 

Regretfully, we will not be holding our Fall Consign for Good sale 

this year, due to continued COVID-19 restrictions and uncertainty.  This 
hard decision was made out of concern for our consignors, volunteers 
and customers.  We intend to regroup for the possibility of this event 

taking place again in 2021 later this year. 

  

The work of the East Penn Neighbors Helping Neighbors group 

continues, however.  You can visit http://www.epnhn.org/ to support 
their needs directly.  Thank you. 

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2020 

Sunday Morning Fellowship 

Please join us on Zoom for Fellowship on Sunday Mornings following 
Worship.  The link for Sunday Morning Fellowship can be found in the Thursday 
email blast.  If you would like to be added to the list to receive these emails, 
please contact the office.  

21-Day Racial Equity Habit Building Challenge 

Join Pastor Becki and your Faith Church Family on zoom in the 

21-Day Racial Equity Habit Building Challenge. Visit https://

www.debbyirving.com/21-day-challenge/ for a curated list of things 
to hear, watch, and read in an effort to learn more about issues of 

race and racism in our country. We'll meet Mondays at 6 PM for 
three weeks to reflect on what we're learning about our culture and 
ourselves. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Becki at 

revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org or via cell (in the directory). 
The link and password have been included in the weekly email blast. 

If you need to be added to the list, please contact the church office.  

Vacation Bible School 

Hope all of the kids are happy about  the end of online school 
and homework and enjoying the beautiful summer weather.      For 

obvious reasons we will not be holding our normal Vacation Bible 
School this year.  Discipleship does have an online option we would 

like to offer our families if there is interest, but we also fully 
understand if you and your family are zoom'd out and not interested 

in another online activity.  Please review format below and contact 
Cathy at cathyzwiese@gmail.com or 248-622-1672 with any 

questions or if your family would like to participate. 

Dates: 6 weeks beginning 7/13 

Format: as indicated below 

Weeks 1/3/5  

Each family accesses the online link which includes videos to 
learn the Bible story of the day, do an origami craft (no 

supplies needed other than paper), and find games and 
music.   You can do this at any time during the week.    

Weeks 2/4/6  

Two to four Faith families along with a leader will meet for an 

hour via zoom to review the Bible Story, share what we 
learned,  display our crafts, and sing/play together.    

A link to view the curriculum is below. 

https://www.gocurriculum.com/bolt-vbs   

Age: This curriculum is appropriate for children entering grades K-6 

Sign Up: There is no cost, but if we have families interested we will 

have an online sign up.  We are opening registration to children and 
grandchildren of those who attend Faith, but are not opening it to 

the wider Emmaus community. 

Thank you!   Happy Summer and stay safe. 

Discipleship Committee 

mailto:jomarchetto@rcn.com
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b7q6g942/
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b7q6g942/
http://www.epnhn.org/
https://www.debbyirving.com/21-day-challenge/
https://www.debbyirving.com/21-day-challenge/
mailto:revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:cathyzwiese@gmail.com
https://www.gocurriculum.com/bolt-vbs


 

Aug. 4-6 .............. Photo Directory Photo Shoot Sessions 
Sept. 7 ................. Labor Day: Church Office closed 

Oct. 12 ................ Columbus Day: Church Office closed 
Nov. 3 .................. Election Day 

Dec. 24................ Christmas Eve 
Dec. 25................ Christmas 

 

Looking Ahead… *No Sunday School 6/28 Amanda Hemberger, Bruce Luff 

6/29 Kathy Hemberger, Lindsey Howorth, 

Josh Kreider, Madison McWhinney 

7/2 Jess Fenstermaker, Maggie Haley, 
Mark Ingram 

7/3 Tom Dilts 

7/4 Bob Rice 

THIS WEEK  
Sunday, June  28  
 10:00 AM— Worship Service: online only 
 5:00 PM— Youth Group (outside) 
 
Monday, June 29 
 6:00 PM— 21-Day Racial Equality Habit Building Challenge (Zoom) 
  
Tuesday, June 30 Office Admin on vacation—Church Office Closed 
 7:30 PM— Fellowship Committee (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, July 1 Office Admin on vacation—Church Office Closed 
 3:30 PM— Zoom Story Time for Kids 
 
Thursday, July 2 Office Admin on vacation—Church Office Closed 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, July 3   Office Admin on vacation—Church Office Closed 
 Noon— Friday Meditation (Facebook Live) 
 
Saturday, July 4   Independence Day 
 

Two Weeks of Faith 
This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the church 
website for the most up-to-date information.  Room Numbers, indicating where 
meetings will be held (when known), are shown in parentheses following the listing. 

NEXT WEEK 
Sunday, July 5  Pastor Becki on vacation 
 NO Worship Service 
 
Monday, July 6 Office Admin on vacation—Church Office Closed 
 7:00 PM— Discipleship Committee 
  
Tuesday, July 7 
 7:00 PM— Stewardship Committee 
 
Wednesday, July 8 Church Office Closed 
 3:30 PM— Zoom Story Time for Kids 
 7:00 PM— EPNHN 
 
Thursday, July 9 Church Office Closed 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, July 10  Church Office Closed 
 Noon— Friday Meditation (Facebook Live) 
 
Saturday, July 11  
 9:00 AM— Crazy Quilters (FH) 

Mission Giving Report 

• OGHS—Final tally on OGHS offering $7,566...ROCK STARS!!!!! 

• PENTECOST offering update—$2,315 collected. $926 to           

East Penn School District Angel Network...AGAIN, YOU GUYS 
ARE ROCK STARS!!! 

Per Capita Update 

The per capita payment has portions sent to the Lehigh Pres-

bytery, the Synod of the Trinity and the General Assembly to help 

pay for the operation expenses of those organizations.  

 As of 5/31 we have received $4250.00 towards our total 

payment of $9931.40. If you have not paid your per capita, please 

consider doing so.  

The apportionment for 2020 is $39.10 per member.   

https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/


       

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104 
www.lehighpresbytery.org    E-mail address: office@lehighpresbytery.org   Phone number:  610-391-9020 

LEHIGH PRESBYTERY
June 19, 2020 

What Is “Real” Church? 

On Tuesday, Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow, Former Moderator of the PC(USA) General Assembly (2008-2010) and 

current pastor of First Presbyterian Church Palo Alto, CA, led 130+ “Zoomers” in a lively conversation about what 

being the church will look like when we feel that it is safe to re-open our buildings.* You can watch a recording of 

Bruce’s presentation and helpful Q & A HERE. 

One of the questions Bruce asked that particularly intrigued me was “Is there such a thing as real church?” For 

many of us, “real” in this context means “normal,” i.e. the way we’ve been doing church for generations, sitting in 

pews in a beautiful sanctuary, led by a robed preacher and a choir accompanied by organ music. It means 

singing hymns and receiving “real” Holy Communion elements while physically surrounded by our family and 

friends. 

Does this mean on-line church via Facebook, Zoom, or YouTube is somehow not real? Have we all just been 

pretending to be the church since mid-March?  

According to Bruce we haven’t been pretending but, rather, we’ve been expanding the definition of “real” 

church. We’ve been practicing what we’ve preached for millennia—that Christ’s expansive table goes beyond 

the physical walls of our sanctuaries, and the Holy Spirit moves and works when and where She chooses, even on 

the internet. The COVID-19 pandemic has simply given the church an opportunity “to act as if we believe this to 

be true.”  

In-person worship attendance is not going to return to pre-COVID levels any time soon, if ever, meaning that 

churches who pivot away from the on-line portion of their worshiping congregation do so at their own peril. By 

focusing the majority of their resources and energy on “getting back in the building,” churches make those who 

have faithfully attended virtually feel like second-class citizens. Bruce suggested that the church’s in-person 

community should not be the center of the worship experience. Instead, experiment with finding a “hybrid” 

worship service that brings the church’s physical and the virtual congregations together. They are both “real” 

church! 

No one knows what “normal” will look like in the months and years ahead. Likely, we will resume many familiar 

things, but congregational worship may never go back to the way it was pre-pandemic. This feels disorienting to 

many of us, but disorientation is where innovation begins. Congregations need to take advantage of this 

moment to let old things die, to experiment, to take risks and learn; to expand their definition of what is “real” 

church. 

I know this is hard to hear for church leaders who are already tired, but please don’t let your fatigue make 

decisions for you. And don’t let denial or anger get in the way of finding a way forward. Church leadership guru 

Carey Nieuwhof wrote a great blog post on this recently: IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE V. ONLINE ATTENDANCE AND 

THE EMERGING TRAP OF DOING NOTHING WELL. It would be a good article for your Session to read. Let me know 

if I can help in any way. 

*The Session of FPC Palo Alto has decided they will not do so until sometime in 2021, when the entire

congregation feels safe to come back to worship.

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Rhonda Kruse, Transitional Presbytery Leader 

“in person attendance” blog:  https://careynieuwhof.com/in-person-services-v-online-services-and-the-emerging-trap-

of-doing-nothing-well/ 

http://www.lehighpresbytery.org/
mailto:office@lehighpresbytery.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkq_id5HLDc
https://careynieuwhof.com/in-person-services-v-online-services-and-the-emerging-trap-of-doing-nothing-well/
https://careynieuwhof.com/in-person-services-v-online-services-and-the-emerging-trap-of-doing-nothing-well/
https://careynieuwhof.com/in-person-services-v-online-services-and-the-emerging-trap-of-doing-nothing-well/
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For such a time as this, the congregations and leadership of Lehigh Presbytery will partner to challenge and 
resource each other, so that we may boldly risk our comfort for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. 

If you missed attending any of these Free workshops, no problem, they 

were recorded and you can view them from the links below. 

 
The Lackawanna, Lehigh, and Northumberland Presbyteries sponsored a series of FREE workshops via zoom on 
topics of concern to our churches.  We send a “big thank you” to the Synod of the Trinity and Mike Givler for 
providing Zoom and technical support for these workshops that were enjoyed by many. 
 

On June 3, 2020, we were excited to have Rev. Cindy Kohlmann, Co-Moderator of the Presbyterian Church  
(USA), speak to us on the complexities of returning to our sanctuaries in the midst of the current Pandemic.   
It was a very enlightening time and if you missed joining us, we encourage you to take the time to view this  
presentation on you tube.  We have posted this link on our website along with the document she shared. 
 

On Wednesday, June 10, 2020, we were delighted to have both Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley and 
Karl Mattison from the Presbyterian Foundation to address the effects COVID-19 had on 
stewardship and giving and share best practices for now and in the future.   It was a very 
informative time and if you missed joining us, we encourage you to take the time to view 
this presentation on you tube.  We have posted this link on our website along with the 
document they shared. 

 

On Tuesday, June 16, 2020, we were honored to have Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow, former PC(USA) Moderator,  
lead us on a conversation about how churches’ new ways of worshiping can be combined with pre-COVID-
19 worship as a both/and rather than an either/or. It was very educational and informative time and if you  
missed joining us, we encourage you to take the time to view this presentation on you tube. We have 
posted this link on our website along with the PowerPoint he shared. 

https://lehighpresbytery.org/news-events/other-news/ 

Questions About Singing in Worship? 
 
Music is a gift from God given to all creation. It is a means of connecting with God and  
with one another, and of unifying our thoughts and understanding, our heartbeats and breath.  
Whether by singing, playing, moving, or listening, music is an integral part of the majority of  
Christians’ worship life. Praising the Lord is a scriptural mandate (see Psalm 150) and singing  
is a primary way most Christians have “praised the Lord” together. However, we are now coming  
to grips with this disconcerting fact: The coronavirus is spread through moist breath. Several recent  
studies have found that forceful, sustained breathing, such as during singing and playing brass and wind instruments, 
appears to pose a greater danger of spreading the coronavirus than ordinary speaking at low volume. 
 

“Resuming Care-Filled Worship and Sacramental Life During a Pandemic” is a guide for congregations returning to in-
person worship developed by The Center for Congregational Song, the resource and programmatic arm of The Hymn 
Society in the U.S. and Canada. This resource provides recommendations and ongoing research on congregational and 
choral singing in a church setting. 
 

https://youtu.be/j1iq6pgY6gc
https://youtu.be/j1iq6pgY6gc
https://lehighpresbytery.org/news-events/other-news/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Cx4mXDiYfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Cx4mXDiYfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Cx4mXDiYfI
https://lehighpresbytery.org/news-events/other-news/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkq_id5HLDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkq_id5HLDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkq_id5HLDc
https://lehighpresbytery.org/news-events/other-news/
https://bit.ly/BRCTrinityJune2020
https://lehighpresbytery.org/news-events/other-news/
https://congregationalsong.org/resuming-worship-a-guide/
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224th General 
Assembly (2020) of 
the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) 
 

June 19, 26-27, 2020 – ONLINE – 
LIVESTREAMED 
 
Due to the COVID019 pandemic, the 224th General Assembly 
(2020) will be held online June 19, 26-27, 2020.  The docket 
has been abbreviated to address critical business issues. 

 

For the first time in our denomination’s history, we are 
preparing for a General Assembly that will be totally online. 
The Committee on the Office of the General Assembly has 
had to make some difficult decisions as we looked at 
numerous options ranging from a full assembly agenda to 
our final decision to shorten the assembly and to focus solely 
on critical business issues. 

In making these decisions we recognize that these unusual 
times prevent us from living into the fullness of who we are. 
Part of the grief COVID-19 has invited into our lives is the 
inability to be fully ourselves within the parameters of what 
we can do with what we have in a particular time frame. In 
other words, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is much more 
than standing rules, budgets, and elections. As our Stated 
Clerk recently said, “We are not divorcing ourselves from the 
work of social justice.” We are about justice. We are 
advocacy. We are theological and we are prophetic. But in 
these times of a pandemic, this is the necessary response in 
considering the health and well-being of the hosting 
community, commissioners, advisory delegates, observers, 
and staff. 

We ask the church to join us as we step into these uncertain 
times with the faith and certainty that God will sustain and 
embolden us into the future.    

https://ga-pcusa.org/ 

Moderatorial Candidates 

Follow the business on PC BIZ 

Get the latest General Assembly News  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Connecting all your church financial education 

needs . . .  

 

Financial literacy is key to maintaining the economic 

vitality and sustainability of congregations. The 

Presbyterian Foundation is excited to announce the 

Church Financial Leadership Academy. This e-

learning platform provides financial literacy 

education in a convenient online format that’s 

available any time you’re ready. As a member of the 

Church Financial Leadership Academy, pastors will 

be able to create their own schedule of courses. You 

can also share the customized playlists with your 

stewardship team or your session! 

 

The self-directed video-based courses will help 

pastors:  

• Answer questions you may have such as, 

“Should pastors know what people give”  

• Learn the best practices for stewardship, planned 

giving, and year-long stewardship efforts  

• Learn about the changing landscape of religious 

giving  

• Learn how to form generous disciples.  

 

The interactive and educational church finance tool 

for pastoral leaders is offered at no cost.  

 

It is an e-learning platform that provides financial 

literacy education in a convenient online format 

that’s available anytime you’re ready.  

 

Get Started Now! Visit https://churchfla.com/ and 

sign up using the registration code PCUSA. 

 

This FREE resource is brought to you by the 

Presbyterian Foundation through a grant from the 

Lilly Endowment Inc. 

 

For more information, contact David Loleng by 

email at david.loleng@presbyterianfoundation.org or 

phone 800-858-6127 ext. 5901. 

 

Dear God, in your divine wisdom, 
give us the strength to accept 
the things we cannot change and 
courage to face the things that 
need to be transformed. Amen. 

https://ga-pcusa.org/
https://pcbiz.s3.amazonaws.com/Uploads/62f23c65-0d6c-463e-8371-d072fd5d3079/moderatorial-candidates-booklet2020.pdf
https://www.pc-biz.org/#/
https://www.pcusa.org/browse/news-post/departments/224th-general-assembly/
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/cfla/
https://churchfla.com/
mailto:david.loleng@presbyterianfoundation.org
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Racial Justice 

Resources 
 
“Racial Justice Resources,” what is for now a one-page 
list of resources to help bring about racial justice in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the wider world, is 
now available.  

Click here to view what’s currently offered. The list of 
resources will grow as more resources are developed. 

Resources are arranged in six categories: Statements 
from the PC(USA); Worship Resources; Policy 
Statements; Recommended Books; Study, Training and 
Discussion Materials; and Articles. 

https://www.pcusa.org/racial-justice-resources/ 
 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/racial-

justice-resources-page-now-available-online/ 

 

Every year since 1865, there has been one day that most 
Black people have held as a celebratory occurrence. On 
June 19, 1865, the last of the Black Americans who were in 
the condition of chattel servitude were freed. Texas, the 
last state to hold out on the edict of the Emancipation 
Proclamation issued by President Abraham Lincoln more 
than two years prior, had finally been forced into 
compliance. And so, it is this date in June that many Black 
Americans consider to be Independence Day and thus a 
cause for annual jubilation that we have titled Juneteenth. 

However, was it really a cause for celebration? It is 
important to understand that to emancipate means to free 
from bondage, control and/or restraint. And even though 
Black people were technically free from the bondage of 
chattel slavery, the restraint of second-class citizenship, 
racism, economic inequity, unjust laws, mistreatment and 
bigotry were and still are inescapable residuals that have 
never ceased. Juneteenth meant that under the law, no 
one individual in the southern states (as the Emancipation 
Proclamation only mentioned the southern states) could 
possess another human being as their property. This 
meant that, on paper, everyone was now free to pursue 
the idea of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
Unfortunately, this was merely a pipe dream for the almost 
4 million individuals who now found themselves without 
money, housing, food, support or governmental assurance 
for their existence and advancement. Moreover, according 
to the law, it was in fact the slaveholders who were 
compensated monetarily for the loss of labor once their 
enslaved labor force was freed. Newly emancipated Black 
people were left to figure out how to move forward in a 
system that had perpetually robbed them of their 
humanity, dignity, rights, familial ties, culture and freedom. 
This is why many Black Americans found themselves in 
unfair agreements of sharecropping the same plantations 
and farms that had just freed them, because it was all they 
knew and the only home many had as a resource to gain 
capital and upward movement. 

So, is Juneteenth really a cause for celebration? Well, yes 
and no. No, because even in 2020, Black people in America 
are still dealing with the residuals of chattel slavery in 
every aspect of their existence and thus in many ways are 
still not free.  None is more of a clear reality of this than 

the countless unfair modern racist lynching of Black folks 
that continue to take place far too often in this country. 
And on top of that, the 13th amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States says that individuals can 
still be held in slavery if they are in the prison system — a 
system we already know has a disproportionate number 
of Black people with longer sentences for similar crimes 
to their white counterparts. So, in many ways, the 
celebration of being emancipated is a luxury that has yet 
to be afforded. 

However, yes, we should celebrate Juneteenth as an 
entire country; for it is a day that marks the official end 
to the darkest period this country has ever known. It is 
the chance to shout “hooray,” even if it is fleeting, for 
one of the few times that Black people were given a 
piece of what they were entitled to as citizens of this 
nation. And so, even though we still battle racism, white 
supremacy, economic disenfranchisement, discrimination 
in housing, inequity in education, perpetual bigotry and a 
painful past, we still celebrate the hope of a tomorrow 
where the promise of equity, equality and true liberation 
are perhaps achievable … or at least closer than they 
have ever been. 

Rev. Shanea D. Leonard, Associate for Gender  
and Racial Justice, Presbyterian Mission Agency 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/June-19-2020/ 

 

https://pcusa.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=1ca57261a400bb5f29051ca89baaa0b1&i=1782A1894A31A29307
https://pcusa.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=1ca57261a400bb5f29051ca89baaa0b1&i=1782A1894A31A29307
https://www.pcusa.org/racial-justice-resources/
https://www.pcusa.org/racial-justice-resources/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/racial-justice-resources-page-now-available-online/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/racial-justice-resources-page-now-available-online/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/June-19-2020/
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SUNDAY SERVICES  

9:00 a.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem – contemporary worship on facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem. You can go to their website for a link to view the service.  

10:00 a.m. 

 East Stroudsburg Presbyterian Church on facebook  https://www.facebook.com/espresbyterian  

 Faith Presbyterian Church of Emmaus on youtube https://bit.ly/FPClive. You can also access it through their website 
at https://faithchurchemmaus.org/  

 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown (English language) – pre-service music and announcements begin at 9:45 
a.m. – go to https://fpcallentown.org/, scroll down and click on “All Things Livestream Worship Related,” scroll down 
to “All Videos”, click on the video with the word “Live” on it. Or join by phone:  1-646-558-8656, enter meeting ID 
536-955-148, press # to enter as a guest. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HokeyPres 

 First Presbyterian Church of Stroudsburg on facebook https://www.facebook.com/FPCStroudsburg/ 

 Pennside Presbyterian Church of Reading on facebook https://www.facebook.com/PennsidePresbyterianChurch/ 

 Presbyterian Church of the Mountain in Delaware Water Gap on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Presbyterian-Church-of-the-Mountain-234593743269661/   

 The Barn on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/theBarnLehighValley/ or by Zoom at 
https://zoom.us/j/3542000339 
9:00 am. Children’s Pajama Storytime; 9:30 a.m.–Prayer meeting; 10:00 a.m.–Gathering; 11:00 a.m.–Small group 
gathering 

10:30 a.m.  

 College Hill Presbyterian of Easton on zoom https://zoom.us/j/569896612 
Or by phone, please call 1-646-558-8656. If you are not a Zoom account holder, simply hit # to bypass the Participant 
ID prompts. When it prompts you for the meeting ID, enter 569-896-612. 

 Community Presbyterian Church of Mt. Bethel-Portland, Mt. Bethel, PA on zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/216305804?pwd+NXVwajdXcXAzMXV0cFBsdC8ydjBzdz09 Meeting ID: 216 305 804, Password: 
998322. Or by phone, please call 1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 216 305 804#; participant ID enter # and password 
enter 998322 

 First Presbyterian Church of Easton on facebook live https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/  

 Hope of Christ Presbyterian Church in Summit Hill on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/HopeOfChristPresbyterianChurch/ 

 Korean Church of the Lehigh Valley – Korean language worship by “PRISM Live”. If you are interested in receiving 
the link, contact Pastor Mark Cho at markcho99@gmail.com.  He will send you the link on Sunday morning. 

 United Presbyterian Church of Pottsville on zoom https://zoom.us/j/543310189 or on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/united.pres/ 

11:00 a.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem – traditional worship on facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem  You can also go to their website for a link to view the service.  T If 
you do not have internet access and would like to listen to the service on your phone, call 1-929-205-6099 and when 
prompted enter Meeting ID:  955 325 387. 

 Shawnee Presbyterian Church on facebook https://www.facebook.com/shawnee.church/ 

11:30 a.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown (Arabic language) - Go to www.fpcallentown.org, scroll down and click on 
“All Things Livestream Worship Related,” scroll down to “All Videos,” click on the video with the word “Live” on it.  Or 
join by phone: 1 (646) 558-8656, enter meeting ID 134-624-148, press # to enter as a guest. 

12:30 a.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown (Chin Burmese language)  go to www.fpcallentown.org, scroll down and 
click on “All Things Livestream Worship Related,” scroll down to “All Videos,” click on the video with the word “Live” 
on it. Or join by phone: 1 (646) 558-8656, enter meeting ID 233-411-498, press # to enter as a guest. 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem
https://www.fpc-bethlehem.org/
https://www.facebook.com/espresbyterian
https://bit.ly/FPClive
https://faithchurchemmaus.org/
https://fpcallentown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HokeyPres
https://www.facebook.com/FPCStroudsburg/
https://www.facebook.com/PennsidePresbyterianChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/Presbyterian-Church-of-the-Mountain-234593743269661/
https://www.facebook.com/theBarnLehighValley/
https://zoom.us/j/3542000339
https://zoom.us/j/569896612
https://zoom.us/j/216305804?pwd+NXVwajdXcXAzMXV0cFBsdC8ydjBzdz09
https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/
https://www.facebook.com/HopeOfChristPresbyterianChurch/
mailto:markcho99@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/543310189
https://www.facebook.com/united.pres/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem
https://www.fpc-bethlehem.org/
https://www.facebook.com/shawnee.church/
http://www.fpcallentown.org/
http://www.fpcallentown.org/
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