
Welcome on this day of Pentecost! 
May we be open to the Holy Spirit’s movement among us.  

  
 

NOTE: Sheet music for all hymns can be found at the end of this document. 
 

 

  

This worship service can be watched live on YouTube, as it happens, 

anywhere you have an internet connection. Additionally, past services 

will be archived so you can stay up-to-date or relive your favorite 

Sunday morning moments. You can find the link on our website or check 

it out at https://bit.ly/FPClive 

  

Order of Worship 

May 31, 2020 
  
  
  

Faith Presbyterian Church of Emmaus 
3002 N. Second Street, PO Box 507 

Emmaus, Pennsylvania 18049 
610.967.5600 

office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

https://faithchurchemmaus.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a749c5b77847f4549c764e18&id=bd27bf67da&e=ae3bb9a513
mailto:office@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org


THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
DAY OF PENTECOST 

10:00 AM   MAY 31, 2020 
  
 

  
FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 

  
PRELUDE   “Come Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” J. S. BACH 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader:  Come to Jesus, you who are thirsty. 

People:  Alleluia! 
Leader:  Drink deeply of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Alleluia! 
Leader:  Let your heart overflow with the living water that renews the face of the earth.  

People:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God. 
  
OPENING PRAYER  
  
HYMN #291  “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” SPIRIT 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

L:  God has promised that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Therefore, let us call upon the Lord, confessing our sins.   
P:  God of new creation, we confess that we have failed to trust your bountiful 

goodness. By the power of the Holy Spirit you brought forth the earth and its 
creatures in abundance. Yet, we hoard earth’s resources and refuse to share 
your gifts. We dishonor your generosity by withholding our charity to those in 
need. We betray your kindness by dealing harshly with our enemies. We 
disregard your compassion by severely judging the sins of others. Forgive us. 
By the power of your Spirit renew our hearts and free us from sins that we 
may enjoy the fullness of your creation. Amen. 

  
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
  
  



SHARING THE PEACE 

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. The peace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 

  
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #581  GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning,  

is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

  
  

THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 
  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON  MARK 1:4-8 

 4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed 

with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 

I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  

 
 
ANTHEM   “Won’t You Come and Sing for Me” HAZEL DICKENS & ALICE GERARD 

Niko Kreider, banjo   
Celia Faux, accordion 
Jay Kreider, guitar 
Kim Kreider, bass 

  
 



  
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON  1 CORINTHIANS 12:1-13 

12Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led 

astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no 

one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one 

can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are varieties of 

gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 
6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and 

to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another 

faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another 

the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 

spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each 

one individually just as the Spirit chooses.  
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were 

all made to drink of one Spirit.  

 
  

SERMON   “Gifts of the Spirit”
 REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 
  
 
HYMN #286  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” TRENTHAM 
  
 
SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 

INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.)  



OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
  
CALL FOR OFFERTORY    
  
OFFERTORY  “Amazing Grace” RAYMOND HAAN 
  
DEDICATION HYMN #606  DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God, above ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  
 
HYMN #724  “Spirit, Now Live in Me” SPIRAL HYMNAL 
  
 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  
 
POSTLUDE  “Now Go in Joy” CARIBBEAN FOLK MELODY 
   
 
 
  



 
 



 
 

  



 

 



A BIG Thank you from Stewardship 

This is a message from the Stewardship Committee. Let’s cut to the 
chase...THANK YOU FAITH CHURCH!  Your continuing support for the 
work of our church is nothing short of a blessing. We all look to that time 
when we will be worshiping and working together in person, but in the 
meantime, your support both financially and otherwise shows us that 
with God all is possible. Peace.  

Pentecost Offering 
Building a Life of Faith 

A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, 
develop, and support its young people, and also address the needs of at
-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering can be retained by
individual congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of young
people within their own community. The remaining 60% is used to
support ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency:

• The Young Adult Volunteer program (25%) is a one year service
opportunity for young adults from 19 to 30 years. YAVs live in
intentional Christian community, deepening and developing their
faith while serving alongside partners across the United States and
around the world. YAVs serve for one academic year, August - July,
as they explore God's calling in their lives.

• The Ministries for Youth (25%) program provides many online
resources for youth and youth leaders such as: Presbyterian Youth
Book Club, Quick Sheets and d365.org. , an online youth
devotional. It also helps fund the Youth Triennium. We had 2 youths
attend in 2019 !!

• The Children-at-Risk  (10%) program is working to improve the
quality of education for over 1 million children, focusing on reducing
the rate of dropouts and strengthening early childhood education.

Faith Presbyterian Church will use the 40% that we receive to
support East Penn School District ANGEL NETWORKS in Lincoln 
Elementary and Lower Macungie Middle School. Angel Networks help 
children at risk by providing basic assistance to students in need on an 
immediate, short term basis; supporting students' ability to focus on 
learning in school; and giving anonymously in the true spirit of 
community. They provide students with basic necessities such as 
EMERGENCY groceries, clothing on an individual basis, curriculum-based 
field trips, academic expenses, and personal need products. 

We will receive the PENTECOST Offering on May 31st, Pentecost 
Sunday. In 2019 we received $2705.00 with $541.00 going to both of 
the ANGEL NETWORKS. Do you think we can increase this amount?? 

Please prayerfully consider participating in this offering and 
BUILDING A LIFE OF FAITH!! 

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2020 

Sunday Morning Fellowship 

Please join us on Zoom for Fellowship on Sunday Mornings following 
Worship.  The link for Sunday Morning Fellowship can be found in the Thursday 
email blast.  If you would like to be added to the list to receive these emails, 
please contact the office.  

This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the 
church website for the most up-to-date information.  Room Numbers, 
indicating where meetings will be held (when known), are shown in 
parentheses following the listing. 

THIS WEEK Lynda is on vacation this week. 

Sunday, May 31 Pentecost  
 10:00 AM— Worship Service: online only 

Monday, June 1 Church Office Closed 
7:00 PM— Discipleship Committee (Z) 

Tuesday, June 2 Church Office Closed 
Primary  Election Voting 

7:00 PM— Stewardship Committee (FH) 

Wednesday, June 3 Church Office Closed 
3:30 PM— Zoom Story Time for Kids 
6:00 PM— Brownie Troop (4) 

Thursday, June 4 Church Office Closed 
7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 

Friday, June 5 Church Office Closed 

Saturday, June 6 
9:00 AM— Crazy Quilters (FH) 

NEXT WEEK 
Sunday, June  7 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service: online only 

Monday, June 8 

Tuesday, June 9 Church Office Closed 
7:00 PM— Session (Zoom) 

Wednesday, June 10 Church Office Closed 
3:30 PM— Zoom Story Time for Kids 
7:00 PM— EPNHN (P) 

Thursday, June 11 Church Office Closed 
7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 

Friday, June 12 Church Office Closed 

Saturday, June 13 
9:00 AM— Crazy Quilters (FH) 

Two Weeks of Faith 

6/1 Heidi Muller-Zuzzolo 
6/2 Deanna Robinson 

6/3 Linda Muller 
6/4 Evan Gill 

6/5 Mackenzie Leister, Sam Walker 
6/6 Meghan Melnick 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/youthministry/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/child/
https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/


 
 

       
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104 
www.lehighpresbytery.org    E-mail address: office@lehighpresbytery.org   Phone number:  610-391-9020 

LEHIGH PRESBYTERY  
May 22, 2020 

For such a time as this, the congregations and leadership of Lehigh Presbytery will partner to challenge and 
resource each other, so that we may boldly risk our comfort for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. 

 

Is COVID-19 Good for the Church? 
 

Growing up, my parents told me to eat all the vegetables they put on my plate. But they don’t 

taste good! I protested. Maybe not, they responded, but they’re good for you; they will help you 

grow up to be big and strong.   
 

These last two months have been very difficult for people of faith all around the world. Many 

congregations and individuals continue to struggle. Some churches may close. The grief and pain 

must not be minimalized. Yet, might this pandemic actually be one of the best things that has 

happened to the church in a century? Might this crisis provide us with a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to see ourselves clearly, warts and all, and make some important decisions?  
 

Think about it: so far, COVID-19 has: 
 

 made us question whether our worship aligns with who we profess to be as a congregation.  

 laid bare the inequity in our country’s economic system, challenging the church to 

advocate on behalf of our marginalized sisters and brothers. 

 required us to consider the necessity of our sanctuaries and other building spaces. 

 highlighted the connectional nature of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 re-focused our attention on the needs of our communities, particularly food insecurity. 

 allowed us to adapt, innovate, experiment, and lean into our creative sides. 

 encouraged families to engage in faith formation together. 

 provided the time and the opportunity to watch multiple worship services, including people 

who didn’t previously participate in any church. 

 brought many people closer despite social distancing. 

 

So far, COVID-19 has been a bitter and difficult experience to swallow. But perhaps, in the end, it 

will help the church grow, if not bigger, at least stronger. Perhaps it will encourage us, collectively, 

to take a deep breath and think about what we really want to put back into our church lives. 

Perhaps this is our chance to define a new version of normal, a rare and truly sacred opportunity to 

let go of the superfluous, the inconsequential, and bring back only what is truly needed to fulfill the 

mission God has for our congregations.  
 

Yes, this is a difficult season for the church in many ways. But it may also be just what we needed! 
 

Grace and peace, 

 
Rev. Rhonda Kruse 

Transitional Presbytery Leader 

 

http://www.lehighpresbytery.org/
mailto:office@lehighpresbytery.org
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR RESUMING  

IN-PERSON WORSHIP AND ACTIVITIES 
 

As your congregation begins to consider re-opening the church 

building for worship and other activities, please review the 

following excellent resources. Presbytery leadership will be 

hosting a Zoom workshop on this topic in early June—details 

coming soon! 

The Risks—Know Them—Avoid Them very informative and easy 

to understand article 

World Health Organization decision tree risk assessment tool for 

faith-based organizations 

WHO mass gathering risk assessment tool in Excel spreadsheet 

form (Download) 

Switching to online church busted my theology and changed 

my experience of God 

Church cancels services after 3 church members test positive 

for COVID-19 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Grace and peace, 

 
Rev. Rhonda Kruse 

Transitional Presbytery Leader 

 

The May Stated Assembly of the Lehigh Presbytery 

looked a lot different than it usually does … literally. 

Due to the ongoing quarantine, participants gathered 

for the assembly using Zoom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While this allowed people to interact with each other, 

whether on video or on the phone, it also brought a 

number of challenges as participants navigated the 

required technology. 

Overall, however, Lehigh Presbytery Moderator 

Stephen Emick dubbed the meeting a success. 

“The May Assembly was a grace-filled gathering that 

allowed the Spirit to have its way with us despite the 

current limitations brought on by COVID-19,” Emick 

said. 

The meeting began, as is tradition, with a worship 

service in which Sue Pizor-Yoder shared a video by 

Work of the People, entitled “Praise Song for the 

Pandemic.” After worship, the Presbytery Vision Team 

co-chairs, Stefanie Muntzel and JC Austin divided the 

group into breakout rooms and asked people to discuss 

a series of questions, including: 

 What has your church done really well in the 

last few weeks? 

 What aspects of your ministry and mission 

(calling) has your church sustained throughout 

this crisis? What is still missing? 

 What has been an adaptive challenge you have 

yet to figure out how to address? 

 What new needs or opportunities for ministry 

are you seeing inside your congregation? Your 

community? 

 What strengths does your congregation already 

have for engaging those opportunities? 

 What do you need in the short term in order for 

your congregation to engage those opportunities 

effectively? 

When the full group reassembled, Transitional Presbytery 

Leader Rhonda Kruse urged churches to take care of their 

pastors during this time. She also talked briefly about the 

ongoing question of when church buildings will be able to 

reopen. Kruse said she strongly suggests people pay 

attention to the guidelines set by Gov. Wolf and the CDC. 

She also mentioned three upcoming online workshops – 

on June 3, June 10, and June 16 – that will discuss 

reopening church buildings, the current format of 

worship, and the financial impact of the pandemic on 

churches. More information is available on the Presbytery 

website. 

The next assembly will be Saturday, September 19 at a 

location and time to be announced. 

Highlights from the May Stated Assembly of Lehigh Presbytery  

by Rev. Christy Kass  

https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them?fbclid=IwAR3pmNBqmKSnX5pV_7umhtDVoaZnu-R_aryRCfVN6dLfTZ4oRy7J9x8au8E
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/decision-tree-for-risk-assessment-tool-for-religious-leaders-and-faith-based-communities-in-the-context-of-covid-19
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/decision-tree-for-risk-assessment-tool-for-religious-leaders-and-faith-based-communities-in-the-context-of-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/how-to-use-the-who-mass-gathering-religious-addendum-risk-assessment-tool-in-the-context-of-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/how-to-use-the-who-mass-gathering-religious-addendum-risk-assessment-tool-in-the-context-of-covid-19
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2020/04/26/switching-to-online-church-busted-my-theology-and-changed-my-experience-of-god/
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2020/04/26/switching-to-online-church-busted-my-theology-and-changed-my-experience-of-god/
https://www.wrcbtv.com/story/42126834/ringgold-church-cancels-services-after-3-church-members-test-positive-for-covid19?fbclid=IwAR1y_Fn-WFdIMegdgeK7AX_Z8balMnJRgGS5LZh3KMMNtPfjsOc1U5n6ixA
https://www.wrcbtv.com/story/42126834/ringgold-church-cancels-services-after-3-church-members-test-positive-for-covid19?fbclid=IwAR1y_Fn-WFdIMegdgeK7AX_Z8balMnJRgGS5LZh3KMMNtPfjsOc1U5n6ixA
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by Mike Ferguson | Presbyterian News Service 
 

 

LOUISVILLE — Using technology that performed flawlessly 
Monday, three entities approved eight recommendations to 
send to next month’s online General Assembly concerning the 
impacts of lower than anticipated giving brought on by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

A COVID-19 financial team has worked to revise downward 
revenue estimates that fund the work of the Office of the 
General Assembly, Presbyterian Mission Agency and the 
Administrative Services Group. Expenditure revisions will be 
determined after the assembly, said Kathy Lueckert, PC(USA), 
A Corporation president. 

“We wish we could bring you good news or at best no news, but 
unfortunately that’s not the case,” she told the oversight boards 
for the three entities, adding “we should expect significant 
decreases” in contributions for this year and the next two years 
as the economic calamity brought on by the deadly virus 
continues to impact giving at congregational and mid council 
levels as well as the national church. 

The Committee on the Office of the General Assembly, 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation Board and 
Presbyterian Mission Agency Board passed each of the 
recommendations unanimously or nearly unanimously. While 
two hours had been set aside for Monday’s joint meeting, led by 
the Co-Moderators of the 223rd General Assembly, the Rev. 
Cindy Kohlmann and Ruling Elder Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri, the 
three entities completed all their business with 25 minutes to 
spare. 

One benefit to holding Monday’s online meeting was to test 
improvements and modifications made to PC-Biz, the voting and 
informational software used every two years by General 
Assembly commissioners, observers and church staff. Monday’s 
voting went off without a hitch. 

EIGHT RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE FORWARDED NEXT MONTH TO COMMISSIONERS ELECTED 

TO THE PC(USA)’S FIRST ONLINE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

“Many thanks to the production team, the wizard and his friends 
behind the curtain,” Kohlmann said near the end of the meeting. 
“Way to go! This has provided us a great opportunity to hone 
the plans and processes for the 224th General Assembly.” 

The three groups saved the most important recommendation for 
last, passing it unanimously (15-0 for COGA, 24-0 for PMAB 
and 11-0 for the A Corp Board). That resolution authorizes the 
three entities to amend the various adopted budgets as 
appropriate to address ongoing financial implications brought on 
by the pandemic and other situations that might emerge. Any 
amendments to the budgets must be reported to the 
224th General Assembly, which is scheduled to meet in 2022 in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

“We thought this a wise and prudent thing to do, to (ask the 
General Assembly to) give the three (entities) the power to 
amend the budget and the authority to report back in 2022,” 
Lueckert said. 

Among the other recommendations that gained approval and 
will be sent on to General Assembly commissioners: 

 Revised ASG budgets of about $16.5 million for 2021 
and about $17.4 million in 2022. 

 Mission budgets revised downward to about $63.6 
million in 2021 and $67.3 million in 2022. Those are 
down about $9.2 million and $7.5 million, respectively. 

 That allocations of annual income realized in 2019 
and projected for 2020 from two funds, the John C. 
Lord and Edmund P. Dwight funds, be used in 
support of the budget for the PMA’s general mission 
work. 

 A revised General Assembly Per Capita budget of 
about $12.8 million for 2021 and $12.3 million for 
2022. 

 A revised designated budget for the OGA of about 
$580,000 in 2021 and nearly $564,000 in 2022. 

 A unified budget, representing the budgets of all three 
entities combined, of about $80.1 million in 2021 and 
about $83.4 million in 2022. 

 That the apportionment rate for 2021 and 2022 
remain where it is now, at $8.95. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/three-
entities-approve-diminished-revenue-estimates/ 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-leaders-discuss-income-shortfall-during-all-staff-videoconference/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-leaders-discuss-income-shortfall-during-all-staff-videoconference/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/three-entities-approve-diminished-revenue-estimates/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/three-entities-approve-diminished-revenue-estimates/
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SUNDAY SERVICES  

9:00 a.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem – contemporary worship on facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem. If you do not have a facebook account, go to their website for a link 
to view the service.  

10:00 a.m. 

 East Stroudsburg Presbyterian Church on facebook  https://www.facebook.com/espresbyterian  

 Faith Presbyterian Church of Emmaus on youtube https://bit.ly/FPClive. You can also access it through their website 
at https://faithchurchemmaus.org/  

 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown (English language) – pre-service music and announcements begin at 9:45 
a.m. – go to https://fpcallentown.org/, scroll down and click on “All Things Livestream Worship Related,” scroll down 
to “All Videos”, click on the video with the word “Live” on it. Or join by phone:  1-646-558-8656, enter meeting ID 
536-955-148, press # to enter as a guest. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HokeyPres 

 First Presbyterian Church of Stroudsburg on facebook https://www.facebook.com/FPCStroudsburg/ 

 Pennside Presbyterian Church of Reading on facebook https://www.facebook.com/PennsidePresbyterianChurch/ 

 Presbyterian Church of the Mountain in Delaware Water Gap on facebook https://www.facebook.com/Presbyterian-
Church-of-the-Mountain-234593743269661/   

 The Barn on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/theBarnLehighValley/ or by Zoom at 
https://zoom.us/j/3542000339 
9:00 am. Children’s Pajama Storytime; 9:30 a.m.–Prayer meeting; 10:00 a.m.–Gathering; 11:00 a.m.–Small group 
gathering 

10:30 a.m.  

 College Hill Presbyterian of Easton on zoom https://zoom.us/j/569896612 
Or by phone, please call 1-646-558-8656. If you are not a Zoom account holder, simply hit # to bypass the Participant 
ID prompts. When it prompts you for the meeting ID, enter 569-896-612. 

 Community Presbyterian Church of Mt. Bethel-Portland, Mt. Bethel, PA on zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/216305804?pwd+NXVwajdXcXAzMXV0cFBsdC8ydjBzdz09 Meeting ID: 216 305 804, Password: 
998322. Or by phone, please call 1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 216 305 804#; participant ID enter # and password 
enter 998322 

 First Presbyterian Church of Easton on facebook live https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/  

 Hope of Christ Presbyterian Church in Summit Hill on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/HopeOfChristPresbyterianChurch/ 

 Korean Church of the Lehigh Valley – Korean language worship by “PRISM Live”. If you are interested in receiving the 
link, contact Pastor Mark Cho at markcho99@gmail.com.  He will send you the link on Sunday morning. 

 United Presbyterian Church of Pottsville on zoom https://zoom.us/j/543310189 or on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/united.pres/ 

11:00 A.M. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem – traditional worship on facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem  You can also go to their website for a link to view the service.  T If 
you do not have internet access and would like to listen to the service on your phone, call 1-929-205-6099 and when 
prompted enter Meeting ID:  955 325 387. 

 Shawnee Presbyterian Church on facebook https://www.facebook.com/shawnee.church/ 

11:30 a.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown (Arabic language) - Go to www.fpcallentown.org, scroll down and click on 
“All Things Livestream Worship Related,” scroll down to “All Videos,” click on the video with the word “Live” on it.  Or 
join by phone: 1 (646) 558-8656, enter meeting ID 134-624-148, press # to enter as a guest. 

 12:30 p.m. 

 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown (Chin Burmese language)  go to www.fpcallentown.org, scroll down and click 
on “All Things Livestream Worship Related,” scroll down to “All Videos,” click on the video with the word “Live” on it. 
 Or join by phone: 1 (646) 558-8656, enter meeting ID 233-411-498, press # to enter as a guest. 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem
https://www.fpc-bethlehem.org/
https://www.facebook.com/espresbyterian
https://bit.ly/FPClive
https://faithchurchemmaus.org/
https://fpcallentown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HokeyPres
https://www.facebook.com/FPCStroudsburg/
https://www.facebook.com/PennsidePresbyterianChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/Presbyterian-Church-of-the-Mountain-234593743269661/
https://www.facebook.com/Presbyterian-Church-of-the-Mountain-234593743269661/
https://www.facebook.com/theBarnLehighValley/
https://zoom.us/j/3542000339
https://zoom.us/j/569896612
https://zoom.us/j/216305804?pwd+NXVwajdXcXAzMXV0cFBsdC8ydjBzdz09
https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/
https://www.facebook.com/HopeOfChristPresbyterianChurch/
mailto:markcho99@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/543310189
https://www.facebook.com/united.pres/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresBethlehem
https://www.fpc-bethlehem.org/
https://www.facebook.com/shawnee.church/
http://www.fpcallentown.org/
http://www.fpcallentown.org/
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LOUISVILLE — The Rev. Dr. Leah Schade has noticed 

an unexpected phenomenon emerging from the 

coronavirus pandemic: The pastors she mentors and the 

students she teaches at Lexington Theological 

Seminary in Kentucky are feeling something akin to relief. 

“Wow!” they‟ve told Schade, who was interviewed by 

the Rev. Dr. Karoline Lewis of Luther Seminary in St. 

Paul, Minnesota, Tuesday as part of the Festival of 

Homiletics, being held online this year. “They tell me, „I am 

getting some time now to do a little more reflecting. We‟re 

doing Bible study online and conducting church business 

differently.” 

And because their services are online, “They find people 

who aren‟t members are listening to their sermons,” she 

said. “A student told me she has to rethink her preaching 

because it‟s not just the congregation she knows.” A friend 

from high school was viewing her service each week. 

“This is an opportunity for evangelism. It‟s a way to reach 

people we never reached before,” Schade said. “I tell 

them, „Imagine someone who has never been to church 

before. How do you say what you are going to say to that 

person? That‟s not hypothetical anymore.‟” 

It‟s time for preachers either to build bridges or prepare 

bridges to include people who have a negative impression 

of the church or have been harmed by the church, Schade 

said. 

“I‟ve worked with secular environmentalists,” Schade said. 

“Many feel people of faith don‟t care about science or 

environmental issues. They think that we think that Big 

Daddy in the Sky will take care of it and we will be fine.” 

“When we know others are listening to our sermons, this 

is an opportunity to address issues of public concern in a 

theological and biblical way that says, „The church is 

addressing this.‟” 

Their response could well be, “I didn‟t know the church 

was even interested in that sort of thing,” Schade said. 

While they might still be a bit suspicious, they‟re grateful 

to see and hear about the faith community “stepping up 

and responding to these issues affecting communities … 

We are here because Jesus said to care for the least of 

these. This is part of our vocation. These are values we 

share in common. They are grateful and they are willing to 

partner with us.” 

The church, she said, has “found itself in the public square 

because of COVID-19.” 

“There is a viral quality here,” she said, the pun 

notwithstanding, “but in a very positive way.” Services for 

churches of 200 members are being viewed by 2,000 

people, “and they can‟t all be Christians,” Schade said. 

People are Showing Up For On-line Worship in Unexpected Ways 

By Mike Ferguson, Presbyterian News Service 

People who read the Bible “are called to take cues” from 

certain biblical stories of “people of faith addressing issues 

that will affect the common good,” such as Jesus talking 

about paying taxes and Jethro telling Moses he needs help 

governing God‟s people. 

“We are compelled to address these issues,” Schade said, 

and it can be done while observing the separation between 

church and state, “making sure values, ethics and morals 

have a seat at the table.” 

The author of books including “Creation-Crisis Preaching: 

Ecology, Theology and the Pulpit” and “Preaching in the 

Purple Zone: Ministry in the Red-Blue Divide,” Schade said 

one of her goals is to equip pastors with an ecological 

theology. “The mandate to till and to keep is foundational 

to who we are as human beings,” she said. 

A few years back, she received 1,200 responses while 

surveying mainline pastors about how they were using 

their sermons to deal with controversial issues. She gave 

pastors 38 topics from which to choose. Among the top 10 

mentioned were poverty, racial and ethnic tensions, food 

insecurity, homelessness and immigration. 

At the bottom of the list were environmental issues, 

including climate change, clean energy, environmental 

racism and fossil fuel extraction. Forty-two percent of 

respondents said they avoided environmental topics from 

the pulpit. 

“I try to help pastors think about talking about Creation in a 

way that‟s not triggering” for those listening to the sermon, 

she said. In another survey, climate change ranked high on 

the “too hot to handle list,” while Creation was one of the 

least offensive terms. 

“It becomes a matter of rhetorical strategies,” she said. 

“Can you talk about caring for God‟s Creation so we frame 

that as part of our vocation as Christians?” She suggests 

preachers ask congregants questions like “What are the 

places n Creation where you feel God‟s presence?” 

“Jesus himself was in nature,” she said. “He preached to 

an agrarian people. There are ways we can help connect 

people in a way that does not have to be divisive but is 

instead invitational.” 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/a-new-tool-for-evangelism/ 

https://www.lextheo.edu/leah-d-schade/
https://www.lextheo.edu/
https://www.lextheo.edu/
https://www.luthersem.edu/faculty/klewis001/
https://www.festivalofhomiletics.com/
https://www.festivalofhomiletics.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A15-22&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A15-22&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+18&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+18&version=NRSV
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/a-new-tool-for-evangelism/


 

Page 7 Lehigh Presbytery News – 5.22.2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE MISSION YEARBOOK   

May 23, 2020 – Fellowship is not just social time 
      Showing up for one another—and God—is a necessary practice 

 

What does the spiritual practice of fellowship look like? In the words of Frederick Buechner, “It should have 
us throwing our arms around each other like people who have just discovered that every single man and 
woman in those pews is not just another familiar or unfamiliar face, but is our long-lost brother and our long-
lost sister because despite the fact that we have all walked in different gardens and knelt at different graves, 
we have all, humanly speaking, come from the same place and are heading out into the same blessed 
mystery that awaits us all.” 

 

(to read the article) https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/May-23-2020/ 

Scott Dalgarno, Lead Pastor, Wasatch Presbyterian Church in Salt Lake City 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us pray: 
Gracious God, thank you for how you are using us to inspire your church. We pray that each of us would 

recognize how we are — and can be — part of a church participating with you in drawing others closer to 

Jesus. Amen. 
 

 

224th General Assembly (2020) of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
June 19, 26-27, 2020 – ONLINE – LIVESTREAMED 
 
Due to the COVID019 pandemic, the 224th General Assembly (2020) will be held online June 19, 26-
27, 2020.  The docket has been abbreviated to address critical business issues. 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is in unprecedented times. Within a few short months, an unknown and unseen virus has ravaged 
nearly every corner of the planet. Loved ones who were healthy have been struck down. Families have had to grieve without having 
an opportunity to personally say goodbye. 

Our churches are facing difficult times as pastors and staffs find new, innovative ways to minister from a distance as the future of 
their churches remain in question. 

For the first time in our denomination’s history, we are preparing for a General Assembly that will be totally online. The Committee 
on the Office of the General Assembly has had to make some difficult decisions as we looked at numerous options ranging from a 
full assembly agenda to our final decision to shorten the assembly and to focus solely on critical business issues. 

In making these decisions we recognize that these unusual times prevent us from living into the fullness of who we are. Part of the 
grief COVID-19 has invited into our lives is the inability to be fully ourselves within the parameters of what we can do with what we 
have in a particular time frame. In other words, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is much more than standing rules, budgets, and 
elections. As our Stated Clerk recently said, “We are not divorcing ourselves from the work of social justice.” We are about justice. 
We are advocacy. We are theological and we are prophetic. But in these times of a pandemic, this is the necessary response in 
considering the health and well-being of the hosting community, commissioners, advisory delegates, observers, and staff. 

We ask the church to join us as we step into these uncertain times with the faith and certainty that God will sustain and embolden 
us into the future.         https://ga-pcusa.org/ 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/May-23-2020/
https://ga-pcusa.org/
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We've heard from many of you that your adult study groups are looking for more in-depth books to explore their Christian 

faith. Preachers and leaders reach out to ask for engaging texts during their sabbaticals—many of the books below are perfect 

for exploring a theology of hope during our current moment of worry and despair. And as we all continue to practice social 

distancing, these engaging books are the perfect intellectual stimulation. 
 

To help you and your groups delve more deeply, we've put together a list of twenty new and best-selling books! These books 

explore theology, ethics, and historical and popular culture, all while paying attention to many voices for new perspectives. 
 

OUR NEWEST OFFERINGS  

 Truth & Hope: Essays for a Perilous Age, by Walter Brueggemann provides readers with theologically rooted essays 

that utilize the prophetic tradition as a means of truth-telling and bringing about justice and restoration. Read an 

excerpt. 

 The Spirit of Hope: Theology for a World in Peril, by Jürgen Moltmann 

reminds us that Christian faith has much to say in response to a despairing 

world. Read an excerpt. 

 Sexism and Sin-Talk: Feminist Conversations on the Human Condition, by 

Rachel Sophia Baard provides a new rhetoric of sin-talk, one that accounts 

for the diverse experiences of the human family, not simply those of 

powerful men. Read an excerpt. 

 Connections: Year A, Volume 3 is not only a great prep tool for preachers, but can also be used as a way into the 
weekly lectionary texts for adult study groups. Read an excerpt. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Building a Life of Faith 

 

During Pentecost, we celebrate that the Holy Spirit has  

opened the doors to faith in Jesus Christ. The Pentecost  

Offering is a churchwide offering that opens doors to  

children, youth, and young adults so that they grow in  

the patterns of faith in Jesus Christ meant to last a  

lifetime.                 https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/  

Coronavirus/COVID-19 Resources for Congregations and Members 

PC(USA) has updated their resources and information page with some new information. Please take some time to click the link below and 
check out these updates.  https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/ 

If you have ideas or resources that might be of interest to the wider church, we invite you to email them to connected@pcusa.org. 

How and When to Return to Worship Safely – Resources 

 Visit The Synod of the Trinity webpage at. https://www.syntrinity.org/how-when-to-return-to-worship-safely/ 

 Visit The Presbyterian Church (USA) webpage at https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/  

 

 

 

 

Thought-Provoking Books  
 

https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=61d356e431&e=bc073a01aa
https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=35aa871f39&e=bc073a01aa
https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=3aaa7edc19&e=bc073a01aa
https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=3aaa7edc19&e=bc073a01aa
https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=e700f19ae5&e=bc073a01aa
https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=4e3fe04e67&e=bc073a01aa
https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=0cb9b829a9&e=bc073a01aa
https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=996909095f&e=bc073a01aa
https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=0ad10bf5af&e=bc073a01aa
https://thethoughtfulchristian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=87f8fd85a9&e=bc073a01aa
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/
mailto:connected@pcusa.org
https://www.syntrinity.org/how-when-to-return-to-worship-safely/
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/

