
 

 

 

  

This worship service can be watched live on YouTube, as it happens, 

anywhere you have an internet connection. Additionally, past services 

will be archived so you can stay up-to-date or relive your favorite 

Sunday morning moments. You can find the link on our website or check 

it out at https://bit.ly/FPClive 

  

Order of Worship 

April 19, 2020 
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY 

10:00 AM   APRIL 19, 2020 
   
  

FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 
  
PRELUDE   “In Thee is Gladness” PAUL MANZ 
  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

One:  O praise to the God of laughter whose humor sends ripples 

 through even the river of death, 

 who turns a mustard seed into a tree, 

 who conceals the meaning of life in a loaf of bread. 

All:  Like a trickster, you turn my world topsy-turvy. 

 When I think I am lovely, you hold up a mirror 

 that shows me as thin as a pencil or as squat as a toad. 

One:  Here in the Fun House the popular routes lead me in circles 

 but the dead-ends have doors. 

All:  O for a thousand tongues to sing the praise of One who is All, 

 who is as invisible as the wind, yet as firm as a rock. 

  
 

OPENING PRAYER  

O Great Laughing God, we come into your presence with joy and longing to be 

surprised. We thank you that you have given to us the gift of laughter and delight. 

These things give hints as to the nature of your purpose for us and for all the earth. 

May we find that in giving up to laughter there is healing and hope and abundance and 

blessing. Tickle our souls with the brush of your Spirit to renew our worship and our 

living. Amen. 

 



HYMN   “Christ Joyful” THE CHURCH IS ONE FOUNDATION 
   (We Lack the Gift of Laughter) 
  

We lack the gift of laughter; 

Faith sits all pale and glum,  

Hope dozes on a rafter, 

and Love is stricken dumb 

Come, Christ, into our drabness,  

tell us that matchless jest  

of life and resurrection, 

your sweetest and your best. 

  

We know the trick of tumbling,  

red nose and redder face; 

by virtues of our bumbling 

ours is the jester's case. 

Come, Christ, come down immortal, 

teach us that matchless jest  

of life and resurrection,  

your sweetest and your best. 

  

You joined our sad profession, 

made good our foolishness, 

brought clowning into fashion,  

put on our joker's dress. 

Come, Christ, come holy laughter,  

to share that matchless jest  

of life and resurrection,  

your sweetest and your best. 

  

Upon a foolish cross, Lord,  

you hung to make us mirth; 

but there you conquered loss, Lord,  

old death became new birth. 

Come everlasting joy; Christ,  

confirm that matchless jest  

of life and resurrection,  

your sweetest and your best.  

 
 — Colin Gibson, Words © Hope Publishing Company, 

from his collection of songs, Reading the Signature.  
  
  
  

http://www.hopepublishing.com/html/main.isx?sub=27&search=35
http://www.hopepublishing.com/html/main.isx?sub=31&workid=878


LITANY OF AFFIRMATION 

Pastor:  We believe in God, who made us in His image.  

People:  We live, we love, we laugh, because we are like Him. 

Pastor:  We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. 

People:  He had the last laugh on the devil when He rose from the dead. 

Pastor:  We believe in the Holy Spirit, coequal and coeternal with the Father and the 

Son. 

People:  Our counselor, our guide, our motivator - He is our joy! 

Pastor:  Forgive us, Lord, when we take ourselves too seriously, when we don't claim 

the happiness that is rightfully ours as your children, when we forget that you 

will have the last laugh in this world. 

People:  Restore to us the joy of our salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

  
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
  
 
SHARING THE PEACE 

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. The peace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

  
 

HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #581  GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning,  

is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  

Amen, Amen. 

 
  

  



THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 
  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON  MARK 6:7-13 

 7He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 

authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing for their 

journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to wear 

sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them, “Wherever you enter a 

house, stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place will not welcome you 

and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet 

as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all should 

repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick 

and cured them. 

 
 
ANTHEM   “Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded” DUFNER/GASTOLDI 
  Vocal Ensemble 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON  ACTS 1:1-14 

1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After 

his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 

there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from 



me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.”  

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the 

times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he 

had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out 

of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.”  

12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they 

went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, 

and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 

Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.  

  
 
SERMON   “Are we there yet?” REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 
  
HYMN #157  “I Danced in the Morning” LORD OF THE DANCE 
    NEXT TWO PAGES 
 



 



 
 
SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 

INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 
 

 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
  
CALL FOR OFFERTORY  
  
 
OFFERTORY  “This Joyful Eastertide” CHARLES WOOD 
 
  
DEDICATION HYMN #606  DOXOLOGY 
  
  



PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)  (WRITTEN BY BRUCE PREWER) 

Lord of laughter, open our eyes to see through the 

absurdities of this brazen century and to confront 

them with good humor rather than faithless despair. 

  

Help us to smile while the wealthy worry or the 

politicians strut and dissemble. 

Give us the grace to chuckle at technological vain-glory 

or the self-praise of the entertainment industry. 

When ignorance poses as dogmatic, scientific wisdom, 

or the devil’s slaves pretend to be angels of light, 

enable us to laugh heartily with the faith and daring 

that is born of your Easter victory. 

  

Lord of laughter, when we take ourselves too seriously, 

laugh at us until we come to our senses. 

For your love’s sake; Amen! 

  
  
  
HYMN #80  “You Shall Go Out With Joy” TREES OF THE FIELD 
 Next page. (sing twice) 
  



  



CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  
POSTLUDE  “Voluntary on the Doxology” HENRY PURCELL 
   
  



 

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2020 

 

Friends, 

The Fellowship Committee is continuing to 

sponsor virtual Fellowship gatherings after 

worship using Zoom.  The invitation to the 

virtual Fellowship gathering is below.   

Virtual Fellowship Gatherings after Worship - 

We held our first virtual Fellowship gathering immediately following 
Worship on Sunday, April 4th using Zoom.  We will continue to host 

Virtual Fellowship Gatherings after worship going forward.  The 
invitation to the Zoom virtual Fellowship gathering is below.   

Topic: FPC Sunday Morning Fellowship 

Time: Apr 19, 2020 immediately following worship 

Meeting ID: 610 967 5600 

Password: 9675600 

https://zoom.us/j/6109675600?

pwd=NnpMWXhZVEU1RUR0RTRWczNLRGFOUT09 

Getting Started with Zoom 

To use a smart phone or tablet to participate in gatherings or host 

gatherings, please download the Zoom Cloud Meeting App from the 
Apple Store or Google Play Store.   

To use a computer to participate in gatherings or to host gatherings, 

download the Zoom Client for Meetings to your computer.  Your 
computer must have a microphone and speaker to participate.  
Running a sound test prior to connecting to an event is strongly 

recommended.   

There are many articles and instructional videos available on the 

Zoom Website (https://support.zoom.us).  We recommend “Join a 
Meeting” and “How do I host a Video Meeting”. 

The risen Christ appears among us—despite our locked 
hearts, our fears, our attempts to hide—and says, “Peace.”  

I invite you to welcome one another to worship 

with that same word of  peace.  

fellowship 

THIS WEEK  
Sunday, April 19 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service: online only 
 5:00 PM— Youth Group (Z) 
 
Monday, April 20 

 Office—  Lynda will be in the office only in the morning to do 
financial business, after which she will immediately leave. 
Tuesday through Thursday, she will work from home.  

 7:00 PM— Mission Committee Meeting (Z) 
  
Tuesday, April 21 Church Office Closed 
 7:00 PM— Deacon Meeting (Z) 
 
Wednesday, April 22 Church Office Closed 
 3:30 PM— Zoom Story Time for Kids 
  
Thursday, April 23 Church Office Closed 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 7:30 PM— Fellowship Committee Meeting (Z) 
 
Friday, April 24 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, April 25 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK  
Sunday, April 26 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service: online only 
 5:00 PM— Youth Group (Z) 
 
Monday, April 27 

 Office—  Lynda will be in the office only in the morning to do 
financial business, after which she will immediately 
leave. Tuesday through Thursday, she will work from 
home.  

  
Tuesday, April 28 Church Office Closed 
 
Wednesday, April 29 Church Office Closed 
 3:30 PM— Zoom Story Time for Kids 
 
Thursday, April 30 Church Office Closed 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, May 1  Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, May 2 
 

Two Weeks of Faith 

4/20 Rebecca Mallozzi 

 Pamela Martin 
 

4/21 Rebecca Cachiguango 
 

4/23 Toni Fernandez 

https://zoom.us/j/6109675600?pwd=NnpMWXhZVEU1RUR0RTRWczNLRGFOUT09
https://zoom.us/j/6109675600?pwd=NnpMWXhZVEU1RUR0RTRWczNLRGFOUT09
https://support.zoom.us

