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 Worship sheets & activity bags for children are available from the ushers. 

 Assistive listening devices are available for those with hearing difficulties.  

 Large print worship materials and hymnals are 
available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

Joys and Concerns 

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Becky Shreck—prayers needed for her ongoing issues with her 
autoimmune illness.  

 Dorothy Perrin—ongoing health issues. 

 Betty Dennis—ongoing health issues. 
 Marie Heffner—ongoing health issues. 
 Tom Ferguson, Peter's brother —ongoing health issues.  

 

 

Military Service   

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Jack Melnick, USMC. 

 Major Bethany Kauffman, USMC, niece of Penny & Jim Pantano. 
 Doland J. Miller II and Jeremy Miller, nephews of Joe Smits. 

 

 

Faith Church Prayer Chain 

Please send prayer requests to prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org,  or 
use the link from the Faith Church website.

( www.faithchurchemmaus.org ) 
 

 

Did You Know? 

You can continue to support the mission and ministry of our 

church by donating online at https://faithchurchemmaus.org/
donate/ You can also download the free app, Give Plus, and 

donate to Faith Presbyterian Church anytime, anywhere. You 
can even look up your history of giving for your records. You 

can even scan the QR code, which will take you directly to the 
donate page on our website. We deeply appreciate your 

generosity and are so thankful for each of you! 
 

 

Contact Information—Pastoral Care Needs 

 For medical emergencies or death, contact Rebecca at 

revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org or call 484-523-0240. 
 Or contact the Moderator of Deacons, Deb Ferguson: 908-421-3817. 

 

 

 

SO THAT THOSE PRESENT MAY EXPERIENCE GOD WITHOUT DISTRACTION, 
WE ASK THAT CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES BE 

TURNED OFF PRIOR TO THE START OF WORSHIP. THANK YOU.  
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

10:00 AM MARCH 15, 2020 
 

  

THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship. Please use 
the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s presence and help.  

Nurturing our relationships and friendships in fellowship is 

essential to our life as a congregation, so please continue to do so 

following our time of worship. 
  

Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

  
FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 

  

PRELUDE  “Alas, My God” J. WALTHER 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP   

One:  Jesus met the blind man at the city gate. 

ALL:  Jesus met the crowds at the edge of the sea. 

One:  Jesus met the leper in his pain. 

ALL:   And Jesus met the Samaritan woman in her isolation. 

One:  So with confidence we declare— 

ALL: Jesus meets us here. 

One: For we too are the blind and the broken, the hurting and the 

bleeding. 

ALL: Jesus meets our scars, our fears, our prayers, and our dreams. 

One: So you are welcome here. 

ALL: All are welcome here. 

One: Let us worship Holy God. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  
  

HYMN #610 “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” AZMON 
  

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON MARK 12:1-17 
 

SERMON  “What Belongs to Jesus” REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 
 

HYMN #177 “I Will Come to You” YOU ARE MINE 
  

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 
INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 

 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 

  

CALL FOR OFFERTORY    
 

OFFERTORY  “O Lord, Look Down from Heaven” J. PACHELBEL 
  

DEDICATION HYMN #606 DOXOLOGY 
  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

HYMN #182 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” KINGSFOLD 
  

CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  

POSTLUDE  “Ah, How Fleeting, Ah, How Futile” G. BOHM 
   

 

 

*Children’s Time & Sunday School 

Following Children’s Time in worship, children from grades K 
through 5 will be dismissed to Sunday School. On the first Sunday of 
each month, Sunday School is not held so all may participate in 
communion. The same applies to holiday weekends, when Sunday 
School is not scheduled.  

For younger children, care is provided in the nursery during the 
remainder of our worship time. A single youth volunteer may be 
needed. Please ask the adult nursery personnel if a youth is 
necessary.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Leader:  Let us confess our sins against God and neighbor.  

People:  Gracious God, when it comes to our faith, we know we could 

learn from the Samaritan woman who ran through the streets 

singing your name. So forgive us for the times when we remain 

silent about what our faith means to us. Forgive us for the times 

when we choose comfort over bravery. And forgive us for the 

times we shut people out, missing opportunities to run into you. 

Teach us to be brave like the Samaritan woman, and saturate our 

thirst for that which leaves us thirsty. With hope and gratitude we 

confess. With hope and gratitude we pray. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

P: Hear our prayers.  
 (A moment of silence is given for personal confession.) 

  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

  
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #581 GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 

  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON PSALM 86:8-13 
  

CHILDREN’S TIME* 
  

ANTHEM  “Every Word of God is Pure” GLENN & JAN 

J.A.M. Singers “The First and Great Commandment” CHRISTIANSON 
 
 



 

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2020 

CHILDREN’S CONSIGNMENT SALE 
March 27 and 28 

 Are you on Facebook?  Please follow/like our page and share with 
your friends!  This is our best form of advertisement (besides word of 
mouth).  Please consider helping to spread the word about our 
upcoming sale (March 27-March 28) by looping us in to your social 
media network: https://www.facebook.com/
Consignforgoodemmaus.  Thank you! 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR EGG HUNT 
Peanut free candy is needed for the Palm Sunday  Egg 

Hunt. Please put your donations in the bin in Fellowship Hall 
by March 29th. Thank you, in advance!  

 

SAVE THE DATES!  
This spring we're putting together our new picture 
directory. Photography days will be May 5, 6, and 7 
from 2 - 9:00 PM. Use the link below to book your 
appointment or use the sign up sheet in the narthex 
before and after worship on Sundays. You can also 
call the church office to book your appointment. 

Pets welcome! 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Becki. 

If you are interested in helping with scheduling and coordinating, 
please contact Pastor Becki. 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b7q6g942/ 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST HELP NEEDED 

As Easter approaches so does the Workcamp 
Easter Breakfast and the need the for volunteers to 
help make it a success. We are looking for help 
Saturday, April 11th, for prep work, and Easter itself.       
If you can help please contact Larry Hemberger or   
John Gill.  

 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EMMAUS 
3002 N. Second Street - PO Box 507 - Emmaus, PA 18049 

610-967-5600—office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
Visit us on the web! www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

ARE YOU NEW TO FAITH CHURCH? 
If this is your first time in worship with us here at Faith Church, 

welcome! We want to get to know you, so be sure to sign the 
friendship registry, which can be found at one end of the pew. 

     It’s time to order flowers for the Easter Service. 
The choices are lilies, daffodils, tulips and 
hyacinths. Next Sunday is the deadline.  

     Envelopes with the ordering information can be 
found in the pews. The order form will also be made 
available on the Facebook Group page, and as part 
of the Thursday announcement email blast. Fill out 
one with payment and put it in the offering plate, or 

send it to the church office. Thank you for helping to make our sanctuary 
beautiful for this joyous service! You can claim your flowers after the 10:30 
service on Easter Sunday—April 12th.  

 

J.A.M (JESUS AND ME) SINGERS 

J.A.M. singers practice after 
worship on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month and sing in worship on the 3rd 
Sunday, with a run-through practice 
before worship at 9:30 AM on the 
Sunday they sing. 

For the Easter season, children 
are singing on Palm Sunday, April 5, 
with practice after worship March 
29.  Bring your children to help 
celebrate this joyful time in our church year! 

 

 

WOMEN OF FAITH 
You are invited to join WOF on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 AM, as 

they work on a variety of projects for various events, outreach, and 
fundraising sales throughout the year. There are tasks for every skill level. 
There is always a lot of fun and fellowship!  

 

PIES—HOMEMADE...SAVORY OR SWEET 
It’s time for the WOF Pie Sale! On March 29th 

after worship, there will be available for purchase, 
individually frozen chicken pies, beef pies and 
something NEW this year—fruit pies. These will make 
a delicious and quick meal or dessert when you have 
a need. There will be no orders taken ahead of time. 
A bake sale will be held as well with other sweets from which to choose.  
The Women of Faith will use the proceeds to fund various mission projects. 
Please come and support WOF and treat yourself at the same time! 

Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving; let us make a 
joyful noise to him with songs of  praise! (Psalm 95:2 ESV). 

Welcome to worship. We hope you’ll join us following worship 

for beverages, snacks, and fellowship. 

EASTER 
FLOWERS 

J.A.M. calendar for spring: 

March 15 ... singing in worship 

April 5 ........ (practice Mar. 29) 

April 26 ...... (Practice April 19) 
- NOTE CHANGE… 
this is a week later 
because of Easter 

May 17 ...... (practice May 10) 

https://www.facebook.com/Consignforgoodemmaus
https://www.facebook.com/Consignforgoodemmaus
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b7q6g942/
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Presbyterian-Church-885453774875376/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fpancake%2Bstack&psig=AOvVaw0yyR55n-126TRhY_V43dZU&ust=1581690455972000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDUp6PezucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
mailto:610-967-5600%E2%80%94office@faithchurchemmaus.org


 

THIS WEEK  

Sunday, March 15  
 9:15 AM— Sunday School: Middle School & Senior High 
 9:30 AM— JAM Singers (MR) 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service 
 10:15 AM— Sunday School: Kindergarten to Grade 5 (4) 
 11:15 AM— Adult Class: Issues of Fairness (7) 
 5:00 PM— Middle School Youth Group 
 6:30 PM— Senior High Youth Group 
 7:00 PM— Chocolate for Lent 
 
Monday, March 16 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
 7:00 PM— Mission Committee (P) 
  
Tuesday, March 17 
 10:00 AM— Emmaus Garden Club Board Meeting (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Emmaus Chorale (FH) 
 
Wednesday, March 18 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (Making pies) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P)  
 6:00 PM— Brownie Troop (4) 
 6:30 PM— Into the Wilderness—Lenten program 
 7:00 PM— Vision Team (P) 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir rehearsal 
  
Thursday, March 19 
 8:30 AM— Disciples of Christ (P) 
 9:30 AM— Women’s Spiritual Study Group 
 9:30 AM— Chair Yoga (FH) 
 1:00 PM— Faith Watercolor Painters (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
  
Friday, March 20 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, March 21 
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 
 

Mar. 29 ............... Women of Faith Meat Pie and Baked Goods Sale 
Apr. 5 .................. Palm Sunday*    One Great Hour of Sharing, 

 Easter Egg Hunt 
Apr. 9 .................. Maundy Thursday 

Apr. 10 ................ Good Friday 
Apr. 12 ................ Easter* 

Apr. 13 ................ Church Office closed 
Apr. 29 ................ Women of Faith Spring Night Out 

May 2 .................. EPNHN Spaghetti Dinner 
May 5-7 ............... Picture Directory Photo Shoot 

LOOKING AHEAD… *No Sunday School 

TWO WEEKS OF FAITH 
This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the church website for the most up-to-
date information. Room Numbers, indicating where meetings will be held (when known), are shown in 
parentheses following the listing. 

Key 
BR Brick Room 
FH Fellowship Hall 

MR Music Room 

O Office 

P Parlor 

S Sanctuary 

NEXT WEEK  

Sunday, March 22  
 9:15 AM— Sunday School: Middle School & Senior High 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service 
 10:15 AM— Sunday School: Kindergarten to Grade 5 (4) 
 11:15 AM— Adult Class: Perfectionism and God’s Freedom (7) 
 5:00 PM— Middle School Youth Group 
 6:30 PM— Senior High Youth Group 
 7:00 PM— Chocolate for Lent 
 
Monday, March 23 
 5:30 PM— Outside Use (FH) 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
  
Tuesday, March 24 
 6:00 PM— Consign for Good Set-Up (P) 
 7:00 PM— Emmaus Chorale (S) 
 7:30 PM— Fellowship Committee (P) 
 
Wednesday, March 25 Admin Day Off 
 7:30 AM— Consign for Good Set-Up (FH) 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (3) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P)  
 6:30 PM— Into the Wilderness—Lenten program 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir rehearsal 
 7:00 PM— Reading Group 
  
Thursday, March 26 Admin Day Off 
 7:30 AM— Consign for Good Set-Up (FH) 
 9:30 AM— Women’s Spiritual Study Group 
  
Friday, March 27 Church Office Closed 
 7:30 AM— Consign for Good Sale (FH) 
 
Saturday, March 28 
 7:30 AM— Consign for Good Sale (FH) 
 
 

3/15 John Krissinger, Katie Smits 
3/16 Luana Graber, Todd Greb 

3/18 Gwen Osterwald 

3/19 Keanna Pipines 

3/20 Sophia DePhillips 

3/21 Jack Hillman, Philip Martin, Jr. 

 Pat Rinehart, Janie Slamon 

https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/
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REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI, PASTOR 

March 11, 2020 

Dear Faith Presbyterian Church Family,  

At this point we don’t know how serious the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus might be 
in the U.S. Some people are convinced it will become a pandemic and others believe just as 
strongly that its spread will be kept under control. Education is our best defense against panic, 
and the last thing your church leaders want is a panic. That said, your session has considered 
the safety of our church family’s health. We’d like to share with you some of the things we 
recommend so that we are prepared.  

 First and foremost, if you’re not feeling well, please stay home. Jesus and 
your church family will understand if you miss a church activity (including 
worship) because you don’t feel well. Remember that sermons are available 
online and we are looking into live-streaming options.  

 If you are diagnosed with the COVID-19 virus or placed in quarantine 
because you came in contact with someone with COVID-19 virus, please let 
Pastor Becki or your deacon know. Self-reporting is in the best interest of 
your church family. 

 During “passing of the peace” in worship, we will be remaining in our pews. 
Please merely glance at your neighbors and say peace without reaching out 
to touch hands, elbows, feet, or fist bumps. We are a loving people, but for 
now it’s a good idea for us to keep our own space! 

 WASH YOUR HANDS. There are hand sanitizers placed strategically 
throughout the church, but hand sanitizer only goes so far. Your best defense 
is to wash your hands. There is soap and warm water in every bathroom. And 
we will not judge your singing if you need to sing the ABC’s while you wash 
your hands. 

 If you are preparing food, please wipe down surfaces first. Cleaning supplies 
are readily available to make sure that any fellowship activities are prepared 
safely. This goes for communion, too! If you are uncomfortable coming to 
fellowship, please don’t feel guilty about skipping fellowship time. If you 
have specific concerns about fellowship, please contact fellowship elder Dave 
Wilson. 

 Volunteers will wipe down door handles before and after worship services.  

ANN LOWELL, CLERK OF SESSION 

mailto:OFFICE@FAITHCHURCHEMMAUS.ORG


3002 N. SECOND STREET  PO BOX 507  EMMAUS, PA 18049  (610) 967-5600  OFFICE@FAITHCHURCHEMMAUS.ORG 

 

 We are going to utilize the friendship pads in the pews to help us keep track 
of who sits where. Our goal is not to take attendance. Our goal is to be able 
to identify people who sat in proximity to someone who self-reports as 
infected.  

 We will ask the nursery attendant to make sure all toys and nursery materials 
are wiped down after service. 

 We will cancel communion for the early service Easter Sunday. At this point, 
we are not going to cancel any other celebrations of communion unless it 
becomes a necessity. That said, we are thinking about alternative ways of 
serving communion in the interest of keeping our church family safe. 

 Our Use of Facilities Committee will contact all outside groups who use the 
church asking them to please help us keep our church safe and clean. If you 
are part of an outside group that uses the church, you can help us spread this 
message!  

 At this point, we are not cancelling church activities. Worship, Bible studies, 
choir, and other gatherings will continue as planned unless cancelling 
becomes a necessity. We will keep you posted on cancellations. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has re-released a “Preparedness for 
Pandemics” guide (also attached) for congregations that provides valuable, common-sense 
tips on what congregations and individuals can do to keep themselves safe in the midst of a 
severe infectious disease outbreak. According to PDA Director Laurie Kraus, “it is important for 
faith leaders to proactively model protective health practices in congregational life, resist and 
renounce the racism and xenophobia at this virus’ geographic point of emergence, and make 
sensible plans to support vulnerable and isolated members of their community.”  
 
Finally, the Synod of the Trinity has developed a page on the Synod website that provides a 
wealth of helpful information regarding the coronavirus.  

Please keep everyone affected by coronavirus around the world in your prayers. If 
you have questions or specific concerns, please let me know. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Rebecca Mallozzi 

And the Session of Faith Presbyterian Church of Emmaus 

  

 

https://pda.pcusa.org/pda/resource/disease-guidance-for-congregations/
https://pda.pcusa.org/pda/resource/disease-guidance-for-congregations/
http://www.syntrinity.org/coronavirus-resources/
mailto:OFFICE@FAITHCHURCHEMMAUS.ORG
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Felicity Huffman, Kelley Williams-Bolar, and Issues of 

Fairness 
The Wired Word for the Week of October 13, 2019 

In the News 

Actress Felicity Huffman, who in September was sentenced to 14 days in prison for her 
participation in the nationwide college admissions scandal dubbed "Varsity Blues," is to report to 
serve her time on October 25. In addition to the 14 days of jail time, the actress was further 
sentenced by Judge Indira Talwini at the U.S. District of Massachusetts court in Boston to 250 
hours of community service and a fine of $30,000. Prosecutors had asked for a sentence of a 
month in prison followed by supervised release, and a $20,000 fine. 

Along with at least 13 other people, Huffman pled guilty earlier this year to conspiracy to 
commit mail fraud and to honest services mail fraud. In her case, the fraud involved paying 
$15,000 to have her oldest daughter's SAT scores boosted so she could obtain admission to a 
college of her choice. 

Following her sentencing, Huffman issued a statement in which she took full responsibility for 
the wrongdoing and said she accepted the judgment of the court "without reservation." 

"There are no excuses or justifications for my actions. Period," the actress said in the statement. 
"I would like to apologize again to my daughter, my husband, my family and the educational 
community for my actions. And I especially want to apologize to the students who work hard 
every day to get into college, and to their parents who make tremendous sacrifices supporting 
their children." 

One parent to whom Huffman's comment could apply is Kelley Williams-Bolar of Akron, Ohio, 
a divorced mother of two girls.  In 2011 she was charged with grand theft and tampering with 
evidence. She had used her father's address to falsify residency for her two daughters, allowing 
them to enroll in a public school that she considered better than the Akron schools their actual 
address forced them to attend. At the same time, Williams-Bolar was also declaring her 
daughters to be Akron residents when she applied for and received a three-bedroom home 
subsidized by the Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority.  

At the time of her action to put her girls in what she believed to be a better school, Williams-
Bolar was attending the University of Akron, aiming to become a teacher. In the meantime, she 
worked as a teacher's aide, and was raising her daughters. She was unhappy with the experience 
her daughters were having in the Akron public schools, where the school district met only four of 
Ohio's 26 educational standards, and where her daughters were being bullied, But the schools in 
nearby Copley-Fairlawn district, where her father lived, and with whom Williams-Bolar's 
daughters would often spend time while their mother attended college classes, met all 26 
standards. 

After enrolling her girls in the Copley-Fairlawn system, Williams-Bolar and her daughters were 
delighted with the learning experience they were having there. 
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But once the "boundary hopping" was discovered and Williams-Bolar did not take corrective 
steps, she was arrested and charged, and her daughters were sent back to the under-performing 
Akron schools, in the district where they lived.  

The Williams-Bolar case was not unique. During the same approximate time period, a total of 48 
residency cases were investigated in the Copley-Fairlawn school district. Of these, 47 were 
resolved by proof of residency, moving, withdrawal or paying back tuition. The other case was 
Williams-Bolar's, and the school district's efforts to settle the case by having Williams-Bolar 
prove residency, pay back tuition or some other means, were fruitless.  

The case was then  turned over to local prosecutors. Williams-Bolar was found guilty and given 
two concurrent five-year sentences, immediately reduced to ten days plus three years probation 
and 80 hours of community service. She was released after serving nine days. Ohio Gov. John 
Kasich later reduced the felony offenses to misdemeanors, which restored many of Williams-
Bolar's civil rights. "No one should interpret this as a pass," said Kasich. "It's a second chance." 

Prosecutors in Huffman's case cited Williams-Bolar's sentence in support of their request of 
prison time for Huffman.  

"If a poor single mom from Akron who is actually trying to provide a better education for her 
kids should go to jail, there is no reason that a wealthy mother with the resources should not also 
go to jail," prosecutor Eric Rosen told the judge in Huffman's case. 

When asked by a Cleveland TV station to comment on Huffman' sentencing, Williams-Bolar 
said, "Her 14 days being fair … I cannot be the judge of that, and I wouldn't judge her for that."  

Commenting on both Williams-Bolar's and Huffman's cases, singer and criminal justice reform 
activist John Legend said, "I get why everyone gets mad when rich person X gets a short 
sentence and poor person of color Y gets a long one," Legend tweeted Saturday. "The answer 
isn't for X to get more; it's for both of them to get less (or even none!!!) We should level down 
not up." 

"Americans have become desensitized to how much we lock people up," Legend added. "Prisons 
and jails are not the answer to every bad thing everyone does, but we've come to use them to 
address nearly every societal ill." 

While the jail time in both cases is minimal. the sentences were for very different charges. In 
addition, Huffman admitted her guilt, while Williams-Bolar tried to escape hers. What the two 
women have in common, however, was a desire to improve their daughters' chances for what 
they considered might be an excellent education, which is probably why the prosecutor in 
Huffman's case mentioned Williams-Bolar's sentence for comparison.   

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Felicity Huffman Gets 14 Days in Prison in College Cheating Scandal. NBC News  
Felicity Huffman After Prison Sentencing: 'I Have Learned a Lot ... About My Flaws.' Los 
Angeles Times  
Her Only Crime Was Helping Her Kids. The Atlantic  
Mother Jailed for School Fraud, Flares Controversy. NPR 
John Legend on Felicity Huffman Prison Sentence: 'No One in Our Nation Will Benefit.' Fox 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/felicity-huffman-gets-14-days-prison-college-cheating-scandal-n1054106
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-09-13/felicity-huffman-college-admissions-scandal-full-statement
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-09-13/felicity-huffman-college-admissions-scandal-full-statement
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/09/her-only-crime-was-helping-her-kid/597979/
https://www.npr.org/2011/01/28/133306180/Mother-Jailed-For-School-Fraud-Flares-Controversy
https://www.npr.org/2011/01/28/133306180/Mother-Jailed-For-School-Fraud-Flares-Controversy
https://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/john-legend-felicity-huffman-prison-college-scam
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News  
What Felicity Huffman's Prison Sentence Means for Other Parents in College Admissions 
Scandal. USA Today  

Applying the News Story  

As noted in the "In the News" section above, at Huffman's sentencing, prosecutor Eric Rosen 
told the judge, "If a poor single mom from Akron who is actually trying to provide a better 
education for her kids should go to jail, there is no reason that a wealthy mother with the 
resources should not also go to jail." His point would seem to be that if Williams-Bolar's 
relatively small crime of registering her children using her father's address deserved jail time, 
Huffman's larger one, paying a significant sum of money to obtain a fraudulent but higher test 
score for her daughter also deserved jail time. Rosen had asked that Huffman's sentence include 
30 days in lockup.  

For this lesson, we are not looking at whether the wrongdoings of either woman should have 
resulted in jail time or even how much time, but rather at the unfairness that often seems to be 
part of life. Williams-Bolar's situation highlights the basic unfairness that simply because of their 
address and their parents' lack of resources, some children are forced to attend substandard 
schools. Huffman's case -- and the cases of others charged in the Varsity Blues scandal -- 
reminds us that the children of those with plenty of income have other educational options -- 
including private schools not easily available to children in lower-income families. The college 
admissions scandal took such privilege to an illegal extreme, but that was only possible for those 
parents because of the resources they have at their disposal. 

At Huffman's sentencing, Judge Indira Talwani also addressed Huffman on the matter of 
unfairness, telling her (as summarized by this New York Times article) "that what had outraged 
people about the admissions scandal was not the revelation that something that was supposed to 
be a meritocracy was not really one. Everyone already knew that the admissions system was 
distorted by money and privilege, she said, with wealthy students having numerous advantages 
over poor ones, including better academic preparation, individualized tutoring and college 
counseling, access to fancy internships, and basics like food and stable housing. 

"People's outrage, she told Ms. Huffman in the crowded courtroom," the Times article said, "was 
'that in a system of that sort, in that context, that you took the step of obtaining one more 
advantage to put your child ahead of theirs.'" 

But even moving beyond matters of school opportunities and income levels, life's unfairness is 
seen by all of us in many ways: good people who suffer and scoundrels who don't; a family that 
has a string of catastrophes while a neighboring family has all things go well; the least-qualified 
employee gets the promotion and the most-qualified gets a pink slip; a woman supports her 
husband while he goes to college, but once he graduates, he leaves her for someone else; and so 
on.  

Unfairness is a fact of life, and this lesson gives us a chance to consider that and gain some 
biblical perspective. 

The Big Questions 
Here are some of the questions we will discuss in class: 

https://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/john-legend-felicity-huffman-prison-college-scam
https://tinyurl.com/yy7tsvkh
https://tinyurl.com/yy7tsvkh
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/13/us/felicity-huffman-sentencing.html
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1. If you have ever told someone (perhaps a child) that "Life is not fair," what were you hoping 
to accomplish with that statement? 

2. What kind of problems do we set ourselves up for by expecting life to be fair? 

3. Is fairness always a positive quality? Explain your answer. Why do you think God did not 
build fairness into the fabric of life when he created the world? Or did he, and sin spoiled it? 

4. What perspective does your faith provide regarding life's inequities that personally affect you? 
What resources does it provide regarding them? 

5. Since unfairness is so much present in life, how do you keep from becoming so used to it that 
you turn a blind eye to injustice going on around you?  

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 
We will look at selected verses from these Scripture texts. You may wish to read these in advance 
for background: 

Job 1:4-5 
Deuteronomy 34:1-5 
1 Peter 3:13-18 
Matthew 20:1-15 
In class, we will talk about these passages and look for some insight into the big questions about 
this topic. Please join us. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+1%3A4-5&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+34%3A1-5&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3%3A13-18&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+20%3A1-15&version=NRSV


EAST PENN NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS (EPNHN) will be holding a Spaghetti 

Dinner on May 2, 2020 at Bethel Bible Church, Emmaus. Tickets for the dinner are 

now on sale! Tickets are $8 before the event or $10 at the door.  

The mission of EPNHN is to serve families with children within the East Penn 
School District through multi-facetted short-term assistance and strategies in an effort 

to facilitate healthy, independent living.  

There are dozens of families our local community who are homeless or We can 
be neighbors who help our neighbors.  We have a simple mission: to serve these 

families through multi-faceted short-term assistance in order to help restore and 
sustain healthy, independent living. After an initial assessment to identify the needs of 

a family, a family is welcomed into the temporary transitional housing and registered 
EPNHN.  

All proceeds from this spaghetti dinner will 

help support the mission of East Penn Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors.  

We are looking for volunteers to help support 

the dinner with setup, providing desserts, in 
the kitchen, and with clean-up. If you 

would like to volunteer, please click 
on our signup genius link: https://
www.signupgenius.com/

go/4090549A5AE2CAB9-epnhn 
Thank you for your generosity and 

support! 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090549A5AE2CAB9-epnhn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090549A5AE2CAB9-epnhn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090549A5AE2CAB9-epnhn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090549A5AE2CAB9-epnhn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090549A5AE2CAB9-epnhn


 

 

 

 

OGHS AT WORK 

SELF-DEVELOPMENT of PEOPLE (SDOP) 

32% of the OGHS offering 

“Self-Development of People (SDOP) enters into partnerships with 
community groups of low-income people that want to change their 
lives and communities. SDOP receives and reviews grant applications 
year round.  

Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People is a 
ministry that affirms God’s concern for humankind.  We are 
Presbyterians and ecumenical partners dissatisfied with poverty and 
oppression, united in faith and action through sharing, confronting, 
and enabling by participating in the empowerment of economically 
poor, oppressed, and disadvantaged people, seeking to change the 
structures that perpetuate poverty, oppression and injustice. 

Over 5,000 projects in economically poor communities in the USA and 
around the world have been developed with the assistance of SDOP 
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710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104 
www.lehighpresbytery.org    E-mail address: office@lehighpresbytery.org   Phone number:  610-391-9020 

LEHIGH PRESBYTERY  
March 6,  2020 

What does your community need your church to be? 

           What risks might you be willing to take for the sake of your neighbors? 
 

When was the last time you walked around the neighborhood in which your church building stands to look, 

really look, listen, and learn? When members of Arlington Presbyterian Church, Arlington, VA, did this a few 

years ago, they discovered a serious shortage of affordable housing available to their neighbors. Like many 

congregations, APC had found themselves shrinking in numbers and becoming increasingly anxious about the 

upkeep of their aging building. But unlike many congregations, they looked outside themselves to discover 

what God was calling them to be and do in their community. 

 

According to Susan Etherton, a ruling elder and 40-year member, Arlington Presbyterian could have chosen to 

sell their property for more than $10 million and build somewhere else. They didn’t do that, however, because 

“we weren’t looking to save ourselves,” said Etherton. Whatever they did, they decided, “had to be grounded 

in that spiritual sense of, How is God calling us to be? What can we do, not for people really, but with people? 

How can we be in relationship with the community by doing something bold and courageous?” 

 

Ultimately, as described in this article from Faith & Leadership, Arlington Presbyterian sold its building to a non-

profit housing organization who built a six-story building where the church once stood, with five floors of 

affordable housing above retail space on the first floor. Today, Arlington Presbyterian Church leases space on 

the first floor where they worship every Sunday. 

 

Rev. Ashley Goff, the current pastor, said she was attracted to Arlington Presbyterian by the church’s steady 

commitment to doing something radical. “They risked it all for the sake of their neighbors. They took a building, 

blessed it, broke it and shared it, poured it out. What they did…was very sacramental.” 

 

I love hearing stories of congregations engaging in discernment to really listen for God’s call to a new purpose. I 

especially love hearing about churches who are willing to be bold and courageous; willing to risk losing their 

own lives for the sake of Jesus’ Gospel; and willing to put the needs of others ahead of their own comfort.  

 

If, like APC, your congregation is shrinking in numbers and becoming increasingly anxious about the upkeep of 

an aging building, you have options (and selling the building is just one of many)! Please contact me and I’ll be 

happy to sit down with you to start the conversation… 

 

Grace and peace, 

 
Rev. Rhonda Kruse 

Transitional Presbytery Leader 
 

 Links:  “this article” https://faithandleadership.com/affordable-housing-rises-where-church-building-once-stood 
 
 

For such a time as this, the congregations and leadership of Lehigh Presbytery will partner to challenge and 
resource each other, so that we may boldly risk our comfort for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. 

Throughout 2020, Lehigh Presbytery will seek to learn how to be the church in an ever changing culture. We 

encourage presbytery commissioners, committee members, church leadership, and church members to join us 

on Saturday, March 7, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. at the College Hill Presbyterian Church, 501 Brodhead Street, 

Easton, PA, to continue the conversation and explore how to “leave the canoes behind”. 

http://www.lehighpresbytery.org/
mailto:office@lehighpresbytery.org
https://faithandleadership.com/affordable-housing-rises-where-church-building-once-stood?utm_source=fl_newsletter&utm_medium=content&utm_campaign=fl_topstory
https://faithandleadership.com/affordable-housing-rises-where-church-building-once-stood
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REGISTRATION FOR THE 224TH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE PC(USA) DELAYED 
 

Church officials to monitor status of coronavirus 
 
The Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), is 
delaying registration for the upcoming 224

th
 General 

Assembly (2020). The Stated Clerk released a statement 
Thursday afternoon. 
 
“Registration for the General Assembly, previously 
scheduled to open on March 9, will now be delayed to no 
earlier than March 24,” he said. :While continuing the 
planning for GA224, my staff, along with the Committee 
on the Office of General Assembly, are closely monitoring 
the situation involving COVID-19 (the coronavirus) and 
we are developing contingency plans in response if 
needed.” 
 
The number of confirmed cases of the virus continues to 
grow worldwide with the latest estimate at more than 
90, 000.  As many as 18 U.S. states have been affected. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Preventions (CDC) 
confirms 162 cases across the country. In addition, travel 
restrictions and bans are under consideration. 
 
The General Assembly is the largest gathering of the 
PC(USA) and is scheduled for June 20-27 in Baltimore, 
MD. As many as 2,000 people are expected to attend. 
 
Nelson says he is excited about this year’s General 
Assembly, adding that staff is working to ensure a 
powerful and meaningful gathering. 

By Rick Jones, Office of the General Assembly 
March 5, 2020 

https://www.pcusa.org/news/2020/3/5/registration-224th-general-
assembly-2020-pcusa-del/  

        Coronvirus Resources 
 

With the increasing threat of the 

coronavirus (COVID-19), 

congregations and session are  

always encouraged to be mindful of the health of 

members and best practices for preventing the 

spread of disease. Sessions, pastoral leaders and 

members may find the resources the Synod of the 

Trinity has posted on their website helpful to both 

educate and guide discussions for congregational 

preparedness.   

Here are just a few items posted on their page: 

 Prayer for China and all impacted by COVID-

19 

 PDA Pandemic Preparedness Guide 

 PC(USA)’s theology and worship office issues 

a pastoral statement on the coronavirus 

 Advice for churches from the surgeon 

general: Preparing your church for 

coronavirus 

 PA Department of Health 

 Fact sheet on the coronavirus 

 And much more 

Updates and additional resources will be shared as 

they are available. 

 

http://www.syntrinity.org/coronavirus-resources/ 

Celebrate SDOP Sunday on March 15! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once a year, Presbyterians across our country celebrate the 

ministry of the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development 

of People (SDOP), one of three ministries funded by One Great 

Hour of Sharing. The SDOP Sunday Resource offers stories of 

community building, self-reliance, and hope – God in action -- as 

well as liturgical tools to celebrate. 

To read more or check out the resources visit: 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/

sdop-sunday/ 

 

https://www.pcusa.org/news/2020/3/5/registration-224th-general-assembly-2020-pcusa-del/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2020/3/5/registration-224th-general-assembly-2020-pcusa-del/
http://www.syntrinity.org/coronavirus-resources/
http://www.syntrinity.org/coronavirus-resources/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/sdop-sunday/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/sdop-sunday/
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TODAY IN THE MISSION YEARBOOK   

March 6, 2020 –  MINUTE FOR MISSION:  WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

(click the link to read the article  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/March-6-2020/) 
 

Let us pray: 
Compassionate God, too often we feel immobilized by the turmoil of this world. As people of faith, we understand that 
we are called to respond affirmatively to Jesus’ question: “Do you want to be made well?” Be with each of us who pray 
this prayer as we rise, as we take our mat, and as we walk toward healing and wholeness. May our courage to act be a 
blessing to you and your world. Amen. 

 

 
 

Celebrate the Gifts of Women 
Sunday, March 8, 2020 

In 2020, on Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday, we 
honor women of faith, those who may have felt their faith 
falter at times and those who held fast to faith. We give 
thanks for their persistence—their witness, their words, 
their actions. We know we stand on their shoulders. 

The theme for this year is based on Matthew 5:3: “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Or, in the words of Eugene Peterson in The 
Message, “You’re blessed when you’re content with just 
who you are—no more, no less. That’s the moment you 
find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be 
bought.” 

Eugene Peterson’s words capture exactly how Rosemary 
C. Mitchell experienced her life with her mother and 
grandmother. They both understood the limits of their 
own humanity and the incredible power of God in their 
lives. They knew that God is in charge, that everything 
happens in “God’s good time,” and that they were a part 
of God’s plan for creation. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/racial-
equity-womens-intercultural-ministries/allwomen/  

 
Photo credit: Jenny Grant 

Last call to register for the  
Helping Hands  

Mission Work Trip to Fayetteville, NC 
 

The Helping Hands Care Team of Lehigh Presbytery has 
scheduled its fourth mission work trip to Fayetteville, 
North Carolina. The trip will take place on March 28, 
2020-April 4, 2020.   
 

Volunteers are needed to assist with the recovery efforts 
after heavy rains and flooding caused extensive damage 
to the churches and homes in that area. It takes years for 
areas to recover from these storms and every “helping 
hand” makes a difference in the lives of people who lost 
so much. 
 

There are no specific skills or experience required, other 
than to be flexible and provide whatever help is needed. 
There are jobs for every skills level and we have 
experience volunteers to help train you.  We do, of 
course, welcome those with plumbing, electrical, roofing, 
and dry wall installation skills.  
 

Cost is $200.00 per person and participants must register 
by March 12, 2020.  
 

Information for this trip can also be found on the Lehigh 
Presbytery website at http://lehighpresbytery.org/our-
faith-community/care-teams/helping-hands/ or you can 
call (610-391-9020) or email 
(office@lehighpresbytery.org) the Presbytery office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Be a witness to the healing love of Christ  
by caring for communities who have been affected  

by a catastrophic event. 

 

                   this Sunday 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/March-6-2020/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/March-6-2020/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/racial-equity-womens-intercultural-ministries/allwomen/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/racial-equity-womens-intercultural-ministries/allwomen/
http://lehighpresbytery.org/our-faith-community/care-teams/helping-hands/
http://lehighpresbytery.org/our-faith-community/care-teams/helping-hands/
mailto:office@lehighpresbytery.org
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Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed;  

save me and I will be saved, for you are the one I praise.  
Jeremiah 17:14 

We ask for prayers for strength & healing for …. 

 The Rev. Helen Cochrane, Honorably Retired Member of Lehigh Presbytery 

 Deb Drake, wife of the Rev. Michael Drake 

 Joel Hurley, chair of the Lehigh Presbytery’s Committee on Shared Gifts 

 The Rev. George Taylor, Honorably Retired Member of Lehigh Presbytery 

 The Rev. Anthony San Filippo, Member at Large of Lehigh Presbytery 

 Ben Hooper, member of the Presbyterian Church of Catasauqua 

 Cletus Campbell, father of Bill Campbell (Elder Commissioner from Pleasant Valley PC) 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, says the Spirit.   

They will rest from their labors, and their deeds follow them. 
Revelation 14:13 

It is with heartfelt sadness that we share the passing of 

 Jack Pizor, father of the Rev. Sue Pizor Yoder. We ask for prayers for his family and friends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEHIGH PRESBYTERY 
EVENTS & MEETINGS 

 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 
 9:30 a.m. Stated Assembly at College Hill Presbyterian 

Church, 501 Brodhead Street, Easton, PA 

 7:00 p.m. Talent(less) Show at  
First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua, 3005 
S. Front St, Whitehall, PA 

Monday, March 9, 2020 
 9:00 a.m. Collaborative Inquiry Group 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020 
 10:00 a.m. Worldwide Ministries Team 
 5:30 p.m. Administrative Board 

Thursday, March 12, 2020 
 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Boundary Training at 
  East Stroudsburg Presbyterian Church, 55 Smith 

Street, East Stroudsburg, PA. Reservations 
needed. 

 4:00 p.m. Helping Hands Team Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Helping Hands Trip Orientation Meeting 

Friday, March 27, 2020 
 8:00 a.m. Consign for Good Sale at  

Faith Presbyterian Church,  
3002 N. Second St., Emmaus, PA 

Saturday, March 28, 2020 
 10:00 a.m. Kirkwood Camp Board Meeting 
 8:00 a.m. Consign for Good Sale at  

Faith Presbyterian Church,  
3002 N. Second St., Emmaus, PA 

 

Training Opportunity 

Boundary Training is open to all persons such as all….. 

 Ministers of Word and Sacrament including those who 
have been honorably retired,  (required every 5 years for 
minister members of Lehigh Presbytery) 

 Commissioned Ruling Elders holding membership in or 
engaged in work within the bounds of Lehigh Presbytery,  

 Inquirers and Candidates under the care of Lehigh 
Presbytery,  

 Presbytery staff, members of Presbytery committees, and 
Presbytery volunteers.  

 Church volunteers, especially those in ministry with 
children, are also encouraged to attend. 

Last call for reservations for the March 12, 2020 Training 

at the East Stroudsburg Presbyterian Church, 55 Smith 

Street, East Stroudsburg, PA.  

The training runs from 9:00 – 3:00 p.m. This training will be led 

by David Olsen who is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, a 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, and has authored or 

co-authored six books.  

COST:   $30.00 for PCUSA Members;  
$40.00 for non-PCUSA participants  
LUNCH is included 

Register by contacting the Lehigh Presbytery office at 610-
391-9020 or emailing office@lehighpresbytery.org. 

 

mailto:office@lehighpresbytery.org
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Infant and Children’s Consignment Sale 

Hosted by Faith Presbyterian Church, Emmaus 
3002 North Second Street, Emmaus, PA  18049 

 

Friday, March 27, 2020 • 8:00 AM -12:00 PM and  
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Saturday, March 28, 2020 • 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
Half Price Sale Saturday 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM (consignor selected 

items only) 
 

All monies raised by this sale will be donated to support the work 
of East Penn Neighbors Helping Neighbors (EPNHN).  EPNHN 
provides homeless families with children with temporary 
transitional housing and the help of skilled volunteers in 
addressing the underlying causes of their homelessness (for 
example, debt and finances, career counseling, legal and 
insurance struggles, etc.).  More information can be found at 
www.epnhn.org.  Each time this sale is held, we've been able to 
raise $1,000-$2,000 that goes directly to helping these families in 
need.  We are consigning for good, indeed! 
 

We need consignors and shoppers!  Please tell your family, 
friends, neighbors and co-workers about the sale.  Anyone 
interested in being a consignor can e-mail us at 
consign@faithchurchemmaus.org or visit 
www.consignforgood.org for registration and additional 
information.  We hope you will choose to shop and/or consign 
your children’s items with us.  We are positive that together we 
can begin to make change for GOOD in our community! 

 

Soup Sale 
March 14, 2020 

 orders due by March 7, 2020 

choices are ham & bean (navy bean) 

vegetable beef, broccoli cheese 

& chicken bow tie  

pint $4.00         quart $8.00  

 

To order, call Lana at 610-517-1527 

First Presbyterian Church 

304 Mahoning Street, Lehighton, PA 18325 

Hi Neighbors provides weekly learning opportunities for 
adults of all ages; free and open to the public.  
Park in the back of the church.  
 
For March 9th: "Walking in Kashmir and in the Footsteps 
of Buddha" by world traveler and engaging storyteller Ron 
Yoshida. His ten-day journey started in Delhi, India and 
included a trek through the Himalaya Mountains.  
 
Doors open at 9:15 a.m. for fellowship time with coffee 
and light refreshments. Please arrive by 9:45 a.m., as the 
program starts promptly.  
 
All are welcome. There is no cost or pre-registration 
required.  
 
COMPLETE LIST OF PROGRAMS: fpc-bethlehem.org 

First Presbyterian Church, 2344 Center Street, 
Bethlehem, PA 

http://www.epnhn.org/
mailto:consign@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.consignforgood.org/
https://www.fpc-bethlehem.org/2019/08/30/fall-mum-sale-orders-due-monday-sept-16/
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First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua, 3005 S. Front Street, Whitehall, PA   

Chinese Auction, Bake Sale & Luncheon 

April 4, 2020 from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00  

Drawing at 2:00 P.M. 

 
Great selection of Baked Goods (cupcakes, fudge, brownies, Pies, Cakes, etc.) 

Plenty of Chinese Auction Items. Something for Everyone!  There will be a Money Tree Door Prize 
Lunch consists of Hot Dog, Macaroni Salad, Chips, and Drink. All for only $5.00 

For more information, please call Gerry Andrews 484-629-3522 

First Presbyterian Church, 3rd & Mahoning Sts., Lehighton, PA 
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CROSS ROADS LAY LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
 

The two spring courses, which start in early April, will fill up fast.  

On Thursdays, the Rev. Joanne Marchetto will again teach our New Testament course.  Jo puts special emphasis on biblical 
interpretation so that this course increases personal knowledge and prepares participants for teaching and preaching.  Join 
us for this fascinating walk though the New Testament.    On Mondays we are offering our most popular course, Contextual 
Outreach.  Dr. Jill Peters has taken over sixty congregations through this process of examining demographic data, exploring 

our context and engaging local leaders for the purpose 
of developing a ministry plan focused on serving our 
neighbors.  This course is open to individuals or discounted 
for church teams.   

For more info or how to register or to check dates please go 
to: www.moravianseminary.edu/crossroads or contact Jill 
Peters at petersj2@moravian.edu 

Moravian Theological Seminary, Bahnson Center, 60 W. 
Locust St., Bethlehem, PA.  
https://www.moravianseminary.edu/academics/crossroads  

We Are the Church Together….. 

Two of the ways we come 
together as a church are 
through the Special Offerings 
and the Presbyterian Giving 
Catalog. They represent the 
single, largest collective effort 
of Presbyterians to create a 
positive impact and share 
God’s grace and love. 

One Great Hour of Sharing - Building God’s 
Household to Shelter the Suffering and Vulnerable.  
100% of the One Great Hour of Sharing donations 
received go to the Presbyterian Mission Agency of 
the PC(USA).  Each gift helps to improve the lives of 
people in challenging situations through three 
impactful programs: 

 Rebuilding Hope: Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance 32% - works alongside 
communities as they recover and find hope 
after the devastation of natural or human-
caused disasters. 

 Growing Food Security – Presbyterian 
Hunger Program 36% - takes action to 
alleviate hunger and the systemic causes of 
poverty so that all may be fed. 

 Partnering in Progress – Self Development 
of People 32% - invests in communities 
responding to their experiences of racism, 
oppression, poverty and injustice and 
educates Presbyterians about the impact of 
these societal ills. 

These three programs work in different ways to 
serve individuals and communities in need. 

If we all do a little it adds up to a lot. 

… and together, we are building the 

household of God. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/ 
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/ 

 
 

 

 

 

A paper chain built by Presbyterian 

generosity is unbreakable. Get involved!  

Presbyterian Church (USA) members are linked together 
by faith, fellowship, community and generosity. The NEW 
Links of Love activity is a chance to make those 
connections tangible. As part of our special 
#GivingChallenge, encourage your congregation to build a 
10+ foot paper chain together. Add a link for every gift 
made through the Presbyterian Giving Catalog. Display 
your paper chain in your church and watch it grow with 
every gift. 

We’ll collect the paper chains from each congregation and 
connect them all at the 224th General Assembly in 
Baltimore in 2020, showing the enormous difference small 
gifts can make in the lives of others around the world. Our 
goal is to reach 1,000 feet! 

Every congregation is encouraged to use their creativity 
and vision and make the Links of Love activity their own, 
but we also have tools and ideas to make it easy to get 
started. 
 

Fortified with grace, gratitude and God’s love, 
these simple paper chains symbolize the 

strongest bonds we know. 
 

For more information visit:  
https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/page/links-love-

activity/  

http://www.moravianseminary.edu/crossroads
mailto:petersj2@moravian.edu
https://www.moravianseminary.edu/academics/crossroads
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/
https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/page/links-love-activity/
https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/page/links-love-activity/
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Recruitment, Presbyterian World Mission 

I was recently asked by a representative of the 
mission committee of a church in Florida to define 
“mission.” A simple enough question, but not so easy 
to answer, because any answer begs more questions. 
For me, at its simplest it is about the living out of our 
faith — to put into action those things that we 
believe and proclaim. To this end mission is 
transformative: It is about making a difference, but 
not just in other people; it should also be 
transforming us. 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the misunderstandings about mission is that 
it is something that we do, that we are somehow 
initiators, so we speak of our mission or the church’s 
mission. The reality, though, is that it is God’s 
mission, and we are partners in it. So, to engage in 
mission is to begin a process of discernment, as 
some describe it, to “read the signs of the times.” 
What is happening in my community and the world? 
How does the Bible speak to situations like this? 
Where might God be calling us to play a part? Who 
are the other partners in this work? Who is already 
addressing this issue?  

Then it gets interesting, for as much as we are 
seeking to make a difference, God is also seeking to 
transform us, for no one is without agency in God’s 
mission. The most interesting aspect of the story of 
the sheep and goats in Matthew 25 is that neither the 
righteous, nor the unrighteous, know what is going 
on. They are clueless, so they ask the question, 
“when did we see you …?” In this story the agents of 
transformation are the hungry, thirsty, sick, naked, 
strangers and prisoners who, in their encounters, as 
the story goes, lead some to righteousness and 
others to damnation. There are no intentional acts of 

compassion here, simply the transformation of some 
to meet another person in their moment of need as a 
most natural and therefore unconscious action.  

Most of us are a long way from that, so as we reach 
out to address the ills of our community and the 
world, we also need to be open to transformation. To 
understand our part in the systems that makes things 
this way. To recognize how our unconscious 
judgments painfully stigmatize and discriminate 
against others and contribute to the injustice in the 
world. 

There is a further dimension to this. Oftentimes it is 
easier to reach out to others who are physically 
distant to us, because at arm’s length it is harder or 
more abstract to make the connections between their 
experience and ours. If we can help a community 
across the world realize Jesus’ promise of life in all its 
fullness, we should also be doing the same with 
communities nearer to home, our immediate 
neighbors, and be making the connections so that we 
can play a larger transformative role and be more 
thoroughly transformed ourselves. 

Which brings me back to my questioner from Florida, 
a woman who had just turned 80, with whom I had a 
most engaging and stimulating conversation. 
Listening to her I learned that mission is not always 
about big projects, although that’s what she was 
calling about. She told me she lived in a community 
and belonged to a church where not everyone saw 
things the way she did, especially around politics, but 
she was not deterred. She established friendships 
regardless, and with her friends would go to the 
movies, and sometimes she would pay, so they saw 
thought-provoking films, which they would discuss 
afterwards, enabling them to hear each other and 
learn from each other. A small witness, but a 
powerful one in these times, which reminds me of 
another definition of mission: “crossing frontiers and 
changing lives.”  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/w
orld-mission/mission-matters  

What is mission? 

 

World Mission has resources to equip you as you prepare for, engage in and reflect on God’s mission. 

World Mission’s guidebook “Called to Mission: Finding Our Place in God’s Mission” provides tools and 

resources for U.S. Presbyterians interested in getting involved in God’s work around the world. Read the 

Mission Yearbook for Prayer and Study or sign up for Mission Crossroads, a magazine focused on the 

worldwide work of the PC(USA).    

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/mission-resources/ 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/mission-matters
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/mission-matters
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/called-mission-finding-place-gods-mission/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/mission-crossroads/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/mission-resources/

