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 Worship sheets & activity bags for children are available from the ushers. 

 Assistive listening devices are available for those with hearing difficulties.  

 Large print worship materials and hymnals are 
available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

Joys and Concerns 

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Becky Shreck—prayers needed for her ongoing issues with her 
autoimmune illness.  

 Dorothy Perrin—ongoing health issues. 

 Betty Dennis—ongoing health issues. 
 Marie Heffner—ongoing health issues. 
 Tom Ferguson, Peter's brother —ongoing health issues.  

 

 

Military Service   

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Jack Melnick, USMC. 

 Major Bethany Kauffman, USMC, niece of Penny & Jim Pantano. 
 Doland J. Miller II and Jeremy Miller, nephews of Joe Smits. 

 

 

Faith Church Prayer Chain 

Please send prayer requests to prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org,  or 
use the link from the Faith Church website.

( www.faithchurchemmaus.org ) 
 

 

Did You Know? 

You can continue to support the mission and ministry of our 

church by donating online at https://faithchurchemmaus.org/
donate/ You can also download the free app, Give Plus, and 

donate to Faith Presbyterian Church anytime, anywhere. You 
can even look up your history of giving for your records. You 

can even scan the QR code, which will take you directly to the 
donate page on our website. We deeply appreciate your 

generosity and are so thankful for each of you! 
 

 

Contact Information—Pastoral Care Needs 

 For medical emergencies or death, contact Rebecca at 

revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org or call 484-523-0240. 
 Or contact the Moderator of Deacons, Deb Ferguson: 908-421-3817. 

 

 

 

SO THAT THOSE PRESENT MAY EXPERIENCE GOD WITHOUT DISTRACTION, 
WE ASK THAT CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES BE 

TURNED OFF PRIOR TO THE START OF WORSHIP. THANK YOU.  

 

Order of Worship 

March 8, 2020 
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

10:00 AM MARCH 8, 2020 
 

  

THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship. Please use 
the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s presence and help.  

Nurturing our relationships and friendships in fellowship is 

essential to our life as a congregation, so please continue to do so 

following our time of worship. 
  

Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

  
FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 

  

PRELUDE  “Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle” SCHALK 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS: Scout Sunday 2020 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  TERRY ECK 

Leader:  All are welcome here— 
People:  the young and old, those who have visions and those who 

dream dreams.  

Leader:  All are welcome here— 
People:  the sinner and saint, those who seek forgiveness and those 

who long for peace. 

Leader:  All are welcome here— 

People: the hurt and the doubting, those who know the wilderness 

and those who feel lost. 
 Leader:  All are welcome here—for you are loved by God, and this is 

God’s house. 
People: Let us worship God. Amen. 
 

OPENING PRAYER  
  
HYMN #450 “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE 
  

ANTHEM  “A Lenten Hymn” ROBERT LAU 
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON MARK 10:46-52 

 
SERMON  “Making a Bold Ask” REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 
 

HYMN #451 “Open My Eyes, That I May See” OPEN MY EYES 
  

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 
INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 

 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 

  

CALL FOR OFFERTORY   CARTER LOWELL 
 

OFFERTORY  “Air” G. TELEMANN 
  

DEDICATION HYMN #606 DOXOLOGY 
  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

HYMN #465 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” CONVERSE 
  

CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  

RETIRING OF THE COLORS  TERRY ECK 
  

POSTLUDE  “There is God’s Garden” K. LEE SCOTT 

 (Shades Mountain) 
   

 

 

*Children’s Time & Sunday School 

Following Children’s Time in worship, children from grades K through 
5 will be dismissed to Sunday School. On the first Sunday of each month, 
Sunday School is not held so all may participate in communion. The same 
applies to holiday weekends, when Sunday School is not scheduled.  

For younger children, care is provided in the nursery during the 
remainder of our worship time. A single youth volunteer may be needed. 
Please ask the adult nursery personnel if a youth is necessary.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

L:  We cannot earn God’s grace or favor. It comes to us, not as 

something owed, but as a gift freely given. Confident in God’s love 

for us, even when we are ungodly, we confess our sins in faith.  

P:  God, we give you our hearts. They are brimming with doubt and 

are saturated with fear, but we give them to you anyway, for you 

promise to love us as we are. You promise to walk with us to the 

ends of the earth, so in this moment, we promise to tell the truth. 

God, you ask us to be brave and bold, but we cower in fear. You 

ask us to love our neighbors as ourselves, but we hold tight to 

privilege and the status quo. And you ask us to risk it all to follow 

you, but we are content with the injustices at hand. Forgive us for 

our sin and lift our eyes to you. Lift our eyes to the hills.  

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

P: Hear our prayers.  
 (A moment of silence is given for personal confession.) 

  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 

  

HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #581 GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 

  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION SAM WALKER 
  

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON PSALM 34:11-14 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME* 

 



 

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2020 

GIRL SCOUT COOKIES 

Girl Scouts from Troop 63060, who meet here at Faith Church, 
regularly, will be selling cookies in the narthex today. 

 

CHILDREN’S CONSIGNMENT SALE 
March 27 and 28 

  Are you able to volunteer some time to help with the upcoming 
Children’s Consignment Sale?  Help is needed in many areas to pull off 
this great community event!  From rack set-up to cashiers to clean-
up...we are thankful for the help (March 24-28).  To sign up to 
volunteer, go to: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0e4eacaf23a0fa7-volunteer4, or visit the “Volunteer 
Opportunities” page on the church website (which is another way to get 
to the link).  Thank you! 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR EGG HUNT 
Peanut free candy is needed for the Palm Sunday  
Egg Hunt. Please put your donations in the bin in 

Fellowship Hall by March 29th. Thank you, in advance!  
 

SAVE THE DATES!  
This spring we're putting together our 

new picture directory. Photography days 
will be May 5, 6, and 7 from 2 - 9:00 PM. Use 
the link below to book your appointment or use the 
sign up sheet in the narthex before and after worship 

on Sundays. You can also call the church office to book your 
appointment. 

Pets welcome! 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Becki. 

If you are interested in helping with scheduling and coordinating, 
please contact Pastor Becki. 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b7q6g942/ 

 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EMMAUS 
3002 N. Second Street - PO Box 507 - Emmaus, PA 18049 

610-967-5600—office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
Visit us on the web! www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

ARE YOU NEW TO FAITH CHURCH? 
If this is your first time in worship with us here at Faith Church, 

welcome! We want to get to know you, so be sure to sign the 
friendship registry, which can be found at one end of the pew. 

        The groundhog predicted we would have an 
early Spring and it seems as if he hit the nail on the 
head this year. That should put us all in the mood 
to think about ordering flowers for the Easter 
Service. The choices are lilies, daffodils, tulips and 

hyacinths. The deadline is Sunday, March 22nd. 

Envelopes with the ordering information can be found 
in the pews. The order form will also be made available 

on the Facebook Group page, and as part of the Thursday announcement 
email blast. Fill out one with payment and put it in the offering plate, or 
send it to the church office. Thank you for helping to make our sanctuary 
beautiful for this joyous service! You can claim your flowers after the 
10:30 service on Easter Sunday—April 12th.  

 

J.A.M (JESUS AND ME) SINGERS 

J.A.M. singers practice after worship on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month and sing in worship on the 3rd 
Sunday, with a run-through practice before worship at 
9:30 AM on the Sunday they sing. 

For the Easter season, children are singing on 
Palm Sunday, April 5, with practice after worship March 
29.  Bring your children to help celebrate this joyful 
time in our church year! 

 

J.A.M. Singers calendar for spring: 

March 15.... (practice Sunday March 8) 

April 5 ........ (practice March 29) 

April 26 ...... (Practice April 19) - NOTE CHANGE… this is a week later 
because of Easter 

May 17 ....... (practice May 10) 
 

PER CAPITA UPDATE 

The per capita payment has portions sent to the Lehigh Presbytery, 
the Synod of the Trinity and the General Assembly to help pay for the 
operation expenses of those organizations.  As of 3/2 we have received 
$3,592 towards our total payment of $10,440. If you have not paid your 
per capita, please consider doing so. The apportionment for 2020 is 
$39.10 per member.  In the pews there are both blue and white 
envelopes for per capita payments. 

Dear family of  God, welcome to worship! May you be blessed, 
and be a blessing to others, during our time together here, 

and in the coming days. We hope you’ll join us following worship 

for beverages, snacks, and fellowship. 

EASTER 
FLOWERS 

Scrip Orders are due today 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e4eacaf23a0fa7-volunteer4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e4eacaf23a0fa7-volunteer4
https://faithchurchemmaus.org/volunteer-opportunities/
https://faithchurchemmaus.org/volunteer-opportunities/
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b7q6g942/
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Presbyterian-Church-885453774875376/
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS NEEDED 

Looking for smiling faces to prepare and host 
fellowship hour following worship. Easy 
instructions are provided. Keep it simple, keep it 
fun. You get to decide what you’re willing to share. 
A bright yellow sign-up sheet is located on the 
right side bulletin board as you enter Fellowship 
Hall. Any questions, please contact Amy Waters.  

 

DO YOU HAVE AN EXTRA MINUTE? 
The Board of Deacons has identified the following members who are 

either confined to their homes, at a nursing facility, or sometimes 
unable to attend Sunday worship services: 

Kay Cole -------------------- Home 
Dotti Harshman ------------ Home 
Marie Heffner -------------- Lehigh Center 
Sandy Missmer ------------- Home 
Dody Perrin ---------------- Home 

If you have an extra minute, perhaps you could call, send a card 
or even visit one of these members. Their phone numbers and 
addresses are located in the Faith Directory. Be a Deacon in your 
own right and help make someone’s day a little brighter.  

EASTER BREAKFAST HELP NEEDED 

As Easter approaches so does the Workcamp Easter 
Breakfast and the need the for volunteers to help make it a 
success. We are looking for help Saturday, April 11th, for 
prep work, and Easter itself. If you can help please contact 
Larry Hemberger or John Gill.  

 

WOMEN OF FAITH 
You are invited to join WOF on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 AM, as 

they work on a variety of projects for various events, outreach, and 
fundraising sales throughout the year. There are tasks for every skill level. 
There is always a lot of fun and fellowship!  

 

PIES—HOMEMADE...SAVORY OR SWEET 
It’s time for the Women of Faith Pie Sale! On 
March 29th after worship, there will be 

available for purchase, individually frozen 
chicken pies, beef pies and something NEW 

this year—fruit pies. These will make a 
delicious and quick meal or dessert when you 

have a need. There will be no orders taken 
ahead of time. A bake sale will be held as well 
with other sweets from which to choose. The Women of Faith will use the 

proceeds to fund various mission projects. Please come and support WOF 

HUNGER – DISASTER – DEVELOPMENT 

OGHS MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD 

 

OGHS, started in 1949, is one of the oldest ecumenical efforts in raising funds for the betterment of communities. 
What started as an hour-long radio appeal has evolved into the most participated Special Offering in the PCUSA. 60% of 
the congregations participate and projects supported by the OGHS reach more than 100 countries. 

OGHS IS THE SINGLE, LARGEST WAY THAT PRESBYTERIANS COME TOGETHER EVERY YEAR TO WORK FOR A BETTER 
WORLD 

A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the 
world by providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the 
poor and oppressed. 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (32% of offering) 
 Presbyterian Hunger Program (36% of offering) 
 Self-Development of People (32% of offering) 

Faith Presbyterian Church will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Palm Sunday, April 5. 

FISH BANKS and the SHARING CALENDAR are available in the NARTHEX. 

In 2019, we received $8,055.00. Do we think we can increase this in 2020?  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fpancake%2Bstack&psig=AOvVaw0yyR55n-126TRhY_V43dZU&ust=1581690455972000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDUp6PezucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/


 

Please join in honoring these past and present Scouts. 

 
Gloria Arndt .................. Cadet Scout 

John Baittinger ............. Boy Scout 
Bill Bender ................... Boy Scout, Chair of Troop Committee, Order of the 

Arrow 
Ellen Bender ................ Girl Scout, Troop Scribe, Neighborhood Chairman, 

Cookie Chairman, Den Leader 
Carolyn Benner ............ Girl Scout 

Lloyd Benner ............... Boy Scout 
Bob Bieler .................... Boy Scout (Life), Cub Scout Leader 

Ruth Bieler ................... Girl Scout 
Bob Brownbridge ......... Boy Scout 
Bailey Clark .................. Girl Scout 

Rob Clark ..................... Venture Crew Committee 
Michael Davis ............... Boy Scout 

Marissa Decker  ........... Girl Scout 
Julie DePhillips ............. Girl Scout Leader 

Sophia DePhillips ......... Junior Girl Scout 
Terry Eck ...................... Boy Scout 

Sally Eck ....................... Girl Scout 
Thomas Eck ................. Cub Scout 

Steve Eck ..................... Cub Scout 
Dick Garber .................. Eagle Scout with Bronze, Silver Palms, Order 

of the Arrow 

Mark Heimbach  ........... Boy Scout (life), Merit Badge Counselor, Troop 
Webmaster 

Sally Heimbach  ........... Girl Scout, Explorer Scout, Boy Scout Merit Badge 
Counselor 

Dan Hemberger   ......... Cub Scout 
Kathy Hemberger ........ Girl Scout 

Larry Hemberger   ....... Boy Scout 
Bill Herring ................... Boy Scout 
JoAnne Herring ............ Girl Scout 

Corey Hill ...................... Boy Scout 
Donna Hill .................... Girl Scout 

Tyler Hill ....................... Boy Scout 
Jack Hillman ................. Eagle Scout 

Andy Ingram ................ Eagle Scout 
Mark Ingram   .............. Boy Scout 

Clara Kennedy .............. Girl Scout 
Sadie Kennedy ............. Girl Scout 

Ryan Kennington   ....... Eagle Scout, Order of the Arrow 
William Kennington   .... Eagle Scout, Order of the Arrow 
Bill Kennington............. Boy Scout, Troop Committee Chairman, Merit Badge 

Counselor 
Linda Kennington......... Girl Scout 

Liz Kenny ..................... Girl Scout, Girl Scout Leader 
Jack Krissinger ............. Boy Scout, Board of Directors BSA Minsi Trail 

Council 
Tiffany Laboy  .............. Girl Scout 

Debbie Lillegard   ........ Girl Scout, Lifetime 
Jim Lillegard ................. Boy Scout, Boy Scout Leader 

Stephanie Lillegard   .... Girl Scout 

 
Carter Lowell ................ Eagle Scout 

Graham Lowell ............. Life Scout 
Beth Luff   .................... Girl Scout, Gold Award  

Dianne Macdonald   ..... Girl Scout 
Don Macdonald   ......... Boy Scout 

Becki Mallozzi .............. Girl Scout 
David Mallozzi .............. Boy Scout 

Andrew Martin .............. Boy Scout 
Philip Martin, Jr. ........... Boy Scout 

Phil Martin.................... Boy Scout 
Abby Masenheimer ...... Brownie & Junior Girl Scout 
Adam Masenheimer ..... Tiger & Cub Scout 

Dave Masenheimer ...... Cub Scout 
Jana Masenheimer ....... Brownie & Junior Girl Scout 

Isabel Mauro ................ Girl Scout 
Andrew Millick   ............ Eagle Scout Asst. Scout Master 

Grady Millick   ............... Boy Scout 
Beth Mitchell   .............. Girl Scout Leader 

Katie Mitchell   ............. Girl Scout 
Liz Mitchell   ................. Girl Scout 

Meg Mitchell   .............. Girl Scout 
Platte Moring ............... Eagle Scout 
Will Moring ................... Cub Scout 

Jim Pantano   ............... Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Explorer, Life Scout 
Penny Pantano   .......... Girl Scout (curved bar), Girl Scout Leader, Boy 

Scout Merit Badge Counselor, Advisor for Water 
Safety 

Laura Payea ................ Girl Scout 
Lauren Payea  ............. Girl Scout 

Laurie Payea ................ Girl Scout 
Christian Piper ............. Cub Scout 
John Robertson ............ Boy Scout, Explorer Post Advisor 

Jim Robinson ................ Boy Scout 
Lynda Scheirer  ........... Girl Scout 

Dorothy Smickley   ....... Cub Scout Leader 
Elaine Smits ................. Girl Scout 

George Smits   ............. Boy Scout, Volunteer, Employee  
Joe Smits  .................... Eagle Scout 

Yvonne Stauffer ........... Girl Scout, Girl Scout Leader 
Sam Walker .................. Eagle Scout 

Amy Waters  ................. Troop 191 Webelo – New Membership Chair 
Archer Waters   ............ Eagle Scout, Bronze & Gold Palms 
Cawley Waters   ............ Eagle Scout, Bronze & Gold Palms 

Chuck Waters   ............. Cub Scout Den Leader, Boy Scouts, Pack Pinewood 
Derby Chair 

Barbara Webb  ............ Girl Scout, Asst. Girl Scout Leader 
David Webb   ................ Eagle Scout 

Emily Webb   ................ Girl Scout 
Jenn Webb   ................. Girl Scout 

Sam Wilber   ................. Boy Scout, Volunteer 
Anne Zayaitz ................ Girl Scout 

If  any listing should be updated for next year, please contact the office. 



 

THIS WEEK  

Sunday, March 8 Scrip Orders Due 
 9:15 AM— Sunday School: Middle School & Senior High 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service 
 10:15 AM— Sunday School: Kindergarten to Grade 5 
 11:15 AM— JAM Singers (MR) 
 11:15 AM— Adult Class: “Prosperity Gospel” - What Christians 

are Called to Do 
 3:00 PM— Youth Groups Phantoms Hockey Game 
 7:00 PM— Chocolate for Lent 
 
Monday, March 9 
 2:00 PM— Daybreak 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
  
Tuesday, March 10 
 7:00 PM— Session 
 7:00 PM— Emmaus Chorale 
 
Wednesday, March 11 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (3) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P)  
 6:00 PM— Consign for Good Committee 
 6:30 PM— Into the Wilderness—Lenten program 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir rehearsal 
 7:00 PM— EPNHN (P) 
  
Thursday, March 12 
 9:30 AM— Women’s Spiritual Study Group 
 9:30 AM— Chair Yoga (FH) 
 1:00 PM— Faith Watercolor Painters (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
  
Friday, March 13 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, March 14 
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 
 

Mar. 27, 28 ......... Consign for Good Spring Sale 
Mar. 29 ............... Women of Faith Meat Pie and Baked Goods Sale 

Apr. 5 .................. Palm Sunday*    One Great Hour of Sharing, 
 Easter Egg Hunt 

Apr. 9 .................. Maundy Thursday 
Apr. 10 ................ Good Friday 

Apr. 12 ................ Easter* 
Apr. 13 ................ Church Office closed 

Apr. 29 ................ Women of Faith Spring Night Out 
May 2 .................. EPNHN Spaghetti Dinner 

LOOKING AHEAD… *No Sunday School 

TWO WEEKS OF FAITH 
This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the church website for the most up-to-
date information. Room Numbers, indicating where meetings will be held (when known), are shown in 
parentheses following the listing. 

Key 
BR Brick Room 
FH Fellowship Hall 

MR Music Room 

O Office 

P Parlor 

S Sanctuary 

NEXT WEEK  

Sunday, March 15  
 9:00 AM— JAM Singers (MR) 
 9:15 AM— Sunday School: Middle School & Senior High 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service 
 10:15 AM— Sunday School: Kindergarten to Grade 5 
 11:15 AM— Adult Class: Issues of Fairness 
 5:00 PM— Middle School Youth Gro97up 
 6:30 PM— Senior High Youth Group 
 7:00 PM— Chocolate for Lent 
 
Monday, March 16 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
 7:00 PM— Mission Committee (P) 
  
Tuesday, March 17 
 10:00 AM— Emmaus Garden Club (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Emmaus Chorale 
 
Wednesday, March 18 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (3) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P)  
 6:00 PM— Brownie Troop (4) 
 6:30 PM— Into the Wilderness—Lenten program 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir rehearsal 
 7:00 PM— Vision Team (P) 
  
Thursday, March 19 
 8:30 AM— Disciples of Christ (P) 
 9:30 AM— Women’s Spiritual Study Group 
 9:30 AM— Chair Yoga (FH) 
 1:00 PM— Faith Watercolor Painters (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
  
Friday, March 20 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, March 21 
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 

3/12 Jayme Ingram, Beth Mitchell 
3/13 Andy Ingram 

3/14 Ruth Rozsitch 

CORRECTION TO THE FAITH FLYER 

The Yard Sale is May 30th, not the 20th as announced in the flyer. 
 

https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/
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Televangelist Benny Hinn Says He Is 'Correcting' His 

Theology 
The Wired Word for the Week of September 22, 2019 

In the News 

This month, televangelist Benny Hinn appeared to renounce the "prosperity gospel" that has been 
a foundational teaching of his ministry for more than 40 years. If Hinn follows through on what 
he's said, it would mark a sea change for not only his work, but also for expectations among his 
supporters. Many observers of Hinn's preaching, however, are skeptical that he is really changing 
his prosperity claims, and some of his subsequent comments seem to contradict his renunciation 
of the belief. 

The prosperity gospel, also sometimes the health-and-wealth gospel, the gospel of success, or in 
the case of Hinn, seed faith, though the term probably originated with Oral Roberts, is a 
controversial doctrine among some Protestant Christians, who maintain that financial blessing 
and physical well-being are always the will of God for them, and that faith, along with donations 
to religious causes -- especially the ministries of those who teach prosperity theology -- will 
increase the giver's material wealth. In this line of belief, there's a "contract" between God and a 
person: If the person has faith in God, and sows financial "seeds" in God's work, God will 
deliver security and prosperity. 

Most theologians, leaders of various Christian denominations, and pastors, along with many 
laypeople, view prosperity teachings as not supported by scripture and thus a misrepresentation 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Some critics say it is a form of idolatry and many point out that it is 
exploitative of people who give sacrificially to the prosperity ministries.  

In his remarks on his September 2 broadcast, Hinn said, "I'm sorry to say that prosperity has 
gone a little crazy, and I'm correcting my own theology, because when I read the Bible now, I 
don't see the Bible in the same eyes I saw the Bible 20 years ago." 

Often in the past, Hinn has told his audiences that God will give them material blessings in 
exchange for a gift of $1,000 to his ministry. In his September 2 announcement, he said he 
wouldn't do that anymore. 

Hinn added,  "I think it's an offense to the Lord; it's an offense to say, 'Give a thousand dollars.' I 
think it's [an] offense to the Holy Spirit to place a price on the gospel. I'm done with it. I will 
never again ask you to give a thousand or whatever amounts because I think the Holy Ghost is 
just fed up with it."  

Hinn even said, "If you are not giving because you love Jesus, don't bother giving. I think giving 
has become such a gimmick it's making me sick to my stomach. And I've been sick for a while, 
too. I just couldn't say it. And now, the lid is off. I've had it." 

Hinn's nephew, Costi W. Hinn, who is a pastor of a church in Arizona, recently wrote a Religion 
News Service column about his own departure from the controversial theology (see the RNS 
article in the links list below). "I grew up in the prosperity gospel. I lived it, believed it and 
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bankrolled it," he wrote. "My family was at the center of it, with Uncle Benny leading the 
charge, until eventually my eyes opened to the exploitation and abuse of it." He went on to say 
that the seed faith teaching made his family rich, powerful and prominent. 

Hinn's nephew concluded that "prosperity preachers who exploit the poor and target sick people 
in Third World countries have a scary reality awaiting them in the next life if they don't make 
things right in this one." 

Perhaps Uncle Benny read his nephew's remarks, for in his September 2 broadcast, the elder 
Hinn said, "I don't want to get to heaven and be rebuked. I think it's time we say it like it is: The 
gospel is not for sale. And the blessings of God are not for sale, and miracles are not for sale, and 
prosperity is not for sale." 

Over the years, Hinn's ministries have been the subject of investigations, including one by the 
Internal Revenue Service in 2017 and one by Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), who in 2011 
concluded a three-year inquiry of alleged lavish spending by six prominent broadcast ministries. 
Grassley's report declared that Hinn's was one of two ministries that was found to have made 
"significant reforms" to their operations. 

Many observers remain skeptical of Hinn's "conversion" regarding prosperity teachings. 

Debra J. Mumford, professor of homiletics at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
said, "My question to Benny Hinn is: You've benefited from this for 40 years. What is your 
repentance going to consist of? Is it just words? Is this just a symbol, or are you somehow going 
to pay back some of that money that you received from people who believed in your message?" 

Noting that Hinn had at least twice before said he was abandoning prosperity theology and then 
not followed through, Charles Self, a professor of church history at Assemblies of God 
Theological Seminary, said,  "I think time will tell whether this is a minor correction, something 
for publicity, or the beginning of a new trajectory towards greater maturity. I'm taking a wait-
and-see perspective, because we've been down this road before." 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

My Teachings 'Damaged a Lot of People,' says Benny Hinn. Christian Today  
Benny Hinn Renounces His Selling of God's Blessings. Critics Want More. Christianity Today  
After 'Rejecting' the Prosperity Gospel, Benny Hinn Wants 'Seed Money' Again. Patheos  
Why I Used to Believe in the Prosperity Gospel Like Kenneth Copeland Believes. Religion News 
Service  

Applying the News Story  

According to Wikipedia's entry on prosperity theology, "A 2006 poll by TIME reported that 17 
percent of Christians in America said they identified with the [prosperity] movement. By the 
2000s, adherents of prosperity theology in the United States were most common in the Sun Belt. 
By 2006, three of the four largest congregations in the United States were teaching prosperity 
theology, and Joel Osteen has been credited with spreading it outside of the Pentecostal and 
Charismatic movement through his books, which have sold over 4 million copies. Bruce 
Wilkinson's The Prayer of Jabez also sold millions of copies and invited readers to seek 
prosperity." 

https://www.christiantoday.com/article/my-teachings-damaged-a-lot-of-people-says-benny-hinn/133198.htm
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/september/benny-hinn-renounces-prosperity-gospel.html
https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2019/09/13/after-rejecting-the-prosperity-gospel-benny-hinn-wants-seed-money-again/
https://religionnews.com/2019/06/06/why-i-used-to-believe-in-the-prosperity-gospel-like-kenneth-copeland-believes/
https://religionnews.com/2019/06/06/why-i-used-to-believe-in-the-prosperity-gospel-like-kenneth-copeland-believes/
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Receiving religious benefits in exchange for money has a long history in the church. One of the 
things that the reformer Martin Luther objected to back in the 1500s was the sale of 
"indulgences." An indulgence was a decree canceling the punishment still supposedly due after a 
sin was forgiven, and the church was the dispenser of these indulgences. However, sometimes 
instead of just granting the indulgences, a priest would make people pay for them. In fact, people 
could even buy indulgences for a sin they had not yet committed, or to get a dead person out of 
purgatory and into heaven.  

A Dominican monk by the name of Tetzel was even more enterprising. He traveled around 
Germany hawking indulgences using a slogan worthy of Madison Avenue: 

As soon as coin in coffer rings 
a soul from purgatory springs. 
(The public did not know that half of this money went to pay a debt that Albert of Brandenburg 
had acquired in purchasing the top church office in Germany.) 

The reason people were willing to pay for indulgences was because the church held tremendous 
power over people's lives. The threat of excommunication struck fear into the hearts of the 
common people. And the church was the interpreter of theology. If the church said indulgences 
would free people from divine punishment for specific sins, who could prove otherwise? 

An honest look at the gospel of Jesus Christ assures us that our forgiveness through Jesus Christ 
is not a financial transaction and that blessings cannot be purchased. 

This lesson gives us an opportunity to consider what links, if any, there are between our faith in 
God, our living as disciples of Jesus, and our checking account and overall well-being. 

The Big Questions 
Here are some of the questions we will discuss in class: 

1. Does God want you to be rich? Why or why not? Does God want you to be poor? Why or why 
not? What is God's intention for all Christians regarding wealth? 

2. If it is true that God wants to bless us materially, does that mean that anyone living in poverty 
is therefore not a faithful Christian? 

3. What linkage, if any, is there between living faithfully as a follower of Jesus and receiving 
material blessings and good health?  

4. Since there are some verses in the Bible that can be read as promising prosperity (e.g., Luke 
6:38), is there a problem with basing one's beliefs on a collection of verses as opposed to the 
overall message of the Bible? 

5. How does the fact that Jesus spent so much time with the poor equate with the claim that God 
wants us to be rich? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 
We will look at selected verses from these Scripture texts. You may wish to read these in advance 
for background: 
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Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
Galatians 1:3-10, 2:16 
John 10:7-10 
Mark 10:17-22; 1 Peter 2:18-21 
In class, we will talk about these passages and look for some insight into the big questions about 
this topic. Please join us. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+11%3A1-6&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A6-15&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A3-10%2C+2%3A16&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A7-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-22%3B+1+Peter+2%3A18-21&version=NRSV


Please use this envelope to place your order for    Easter Flowers 
 

_____ 6” pot White Lilies (6+blooms) @ $8.00 ea. ................. $ __________  

_____ 6” pot Daffodils) @ $6.00 ea. .......................................... $ __________          

_____ 6” pot Hyacinths (3 giant blooms) @ $6.00 ea.............. $ __________  
Circle your color:   White     Blue    Pink     (color & amt.) 

_____ 6” pot Tulips (5 blooms) @ $6.00 ea. ............................ $ __________  
Circle your color:   Pink      Purple       (color & amt.) 

 

Absolute Deadline for Orders—Sunday, March 22, 2020! 

Purchaser’s Name:   
 
Name of person In Memory   or   In Honor   of     
                                (please circle one) 

   
 

Please make checks out to Faith Presbyterian Church. Write “Easter Flowers” on the memo line. 
Flowers will be placed in the church on Easter and can be picked up after the 10:30 AM service. 

 

  $ ____________  
Total contributed 

 
 


