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SO THAT THOSE PRESENT MAY EXPERIENCE GOD WITHOUT DISTRACTION, 
WE ASK THAT CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES BE 

TURNED OFF PRIOR TO THE START OF WORSHIP. THANK YOU.  

*Children’s Time & Sunday School 

Following Children’s Time in worship, children from grades 
K through 5 will be dismissed to Sunday School. On the first 
Sunday of each month, Sunday School is not held so all may 
participate in communion. The same applies to holiday 
weekends, when Sunday School is not scheduled.  

For younger children, care is provided in the nursery 
during the remainder of our worship time. A single youth 
volunteer may be needed. Please ask the adult nursery 
personnel if a youth is necessary.  

Joys and Concerns 

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Becky Shreck—prayers needed for her ongoing issues with her 

autoimmune illness.  
 Betty Dennis—ongoing health issues. 
 Marie Heffner—ongoing health issues. 

 Peter Ferguson’s brother, Tom —ongoing health issues.  
 

Military Service   

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Jack Melnick, USMC. 
 Major Bethany Kauffman, USMC, niece of Penny & Jim Pantano. 
 Hillary N. Waterman, granddaughter of Ellen and Bill Bender,  

 Doland J. Miller II and Jeremy Miller, nephews of Joe Smits. 
 

 

Faith Church Prayer Chain 

Please send prayer requests to prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org,  or 
use the link from the Faith Church website.
( www.faithchurchemmaus.org ) 

 

Did You Know? 

You can continue to support the mission and ministry of our church by donating 

online at https://faithchurchemmaus.org/donate/ You can also download the 
free app, Give Plus, and donate to Faith Presbyterian Church anytime, 
anywhere. You can even look up your history of giving for your records. We 

deeply appreciate your generosity and are so thankful for each of you! 
 

Order of Worship 

November 10, 2019 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
32NDSUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

STEWARDSHIP DEDICATION 
 

10:00 AM NOVEMBER 10, 2019 
 

  
THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship.  
  Please use the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s 

presence and help.  Nurturing our relationships and friendships 
in fellowship is essential to our life as a congregation, so please 
continue to do so following our time of worship. 

  

Those who are able are invited to stand. 
  

  

FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 

 PRELUDE  “A Joyful Gathering” PHILIP M. YOUNG 
Adult Handbell Choir  

 
CHORAL INTROIT  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” SCHUMANN 

Senior Choir  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

People:  Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and 

the sound of melody. 

Leader:   With trumpets and the sound of the horn,  

 make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

People:  Come, make a joyful noise, sing praises!  

 Come, let us worship the Lord. 
  

OPENING PRAYER  
 
HYMN #8 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” MELITA  

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON JEREMIAH 17:5-10 

 
SERMON  “Like Trees Planted By Water” REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 
  
HYMN #736 “I Want to Be as Close to You” DAVIDSON 
 

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 
INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER  GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

  (Please use “debts & debtors”.) 
  

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

Braden & Carson Halpin 
 

OFFERTORY “Salvation” KENTUCKY HARMONY 

  
DEDICATION HYMN (Lyrics by Eric Law) DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Circling through earth so all may grow; 

Vanquishing fear so all may give; 

Widening grace so all may live. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 L:  For the gifts offered this day and every day,  

 we give thanks, O God.  

All:  Make us good stewards of all you have entrusted to our care. 

May these gifts be used to serve your beloved creation,        

to sustain your children in all they say and do, and to  

 build up your kingdom throughout the earth. 

 
HYMN #765 “May the God of Hope Go with Us” ARGENTINA 
  
CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  
POSTLUDE “May the Love of the Lord” SWEE HONG LIM 
  

 
  

  

 

LITANY OF AFFIRMATION  
L:  The psalmist assures us that the Lord is near to all who call on 

God in truth. So with that assurance of God’s presence, God’s 

steadfast love, and God’s overwhelming mercy, let us confess 

our sins before God and one another. 

P: Holy God, we come before you a broken people in a broken 

world. We confess we have ignored, yet again, your assured 

presence. We have forged our own paths and charted our own 

waters. In the name of independence we have ignored your aid, 

your comfort, and your peace. We have called upon you in 

desperation rather than recalling your mighty and faithful acts in 

all times and places. Forgive us.  You have been with us in exile 

and in liberation be with us even now.   

L:  Lord in your mercy 

P:  Hear our prayers. 

 (Take a moment for silent confession to God.) 

  
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

  
SHARING THE PEACE 

L:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

P: And also with you. 

L:  Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 

  
HYMN OF ASSURANCE #581  GLORIA PATRI 

 

THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON PSALM 98:1-9 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME* 

  
ANTHEM “Praise Ye the Lord” TCHAIKOVSKY 

Senior Choir  
 



 

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2019 

THANK YOU! 

Thanks to those who have contributed to the Sanctuary Confidence 
Monitor (Account 8815). We are close! <and still receiving donations>. 

COLLEGE STUDENT GOODIE BOXES 
As is the custom of the Deacons, we will be sending “Goodie Boxes” 

to our college students as they prepare for their first semester final 
exams.  This activity has been a positive experience for them, as they 
tend to share with their roommates.  It lets our young people know we 
are proud of them and thinking of them while they are away at school. 

Note:  We may not have addresses for our newest college students, 
or current addresses for others.  Even if you think we have it, please 
send those addresses to the church office ASAP! Thanks! 

Collection boxes are in fellowship hall.  Examples of items to donate 
are protein, breakfast, or granola bars; packages of pretzels, crackers, 
cookies, nuts, gum, hot cocoa, etc.  Let’s fill these boxes to the brim! 
Thank you for your generosity! – Elaine Smits, Liz Kenny. 

CONGREGATION PHOTO 

It’s time to replace the photo of our church family on the church’s 
website. So, mark your calendars for November 24. We will take the 
photo following worship, and before Advent-ure. Please participate if you 
are able.  

ADVENT-URE IS COMING! 
Adventure is coming on November 24, following worship. 

Help us prepare the church for Advent. Decorate the Sanctuary. Make an 
Advent wreath to use at home. Decorate cookies for Daybreak. Make an 

ornament. Children’s workshop. Light lunch will be provided. 

BUT MOST IMPORTANT IS THE FELLOWSHIP WE WILL SHARE! 

For additional information, contact Sally Heimbach. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE HELP NEEDED 

Are you planning on attending the 5:30 pm Christmas Eve service? 
The Discipleship Committee is looking for volunteers to help with the 
service. No memorization, no lengthy practices, all ages are welcome to 
participate. If interested, we will be having a brief gathering during 
ADVENT-ure. For additional information, please contact Cathy Wiese. 

 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EMMAUS 
3002 N. Second Street - PO Box 507 - Emmaus, PA 18049 

610-967-5600—office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
Visit us on the web! www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

ARE YOU NEW TO FAITH CHURCH? 
If this is your first time in worship with us here at Faith Church, 

welcome! We want to get to know you, so be sure to sign the 
friendship registry, which can be found at one end of the pew. 

PLEDGE SUNDAY 
“…IT’S ONLY RIGHT THAT WE GIVE THANKS.” 

Today we dedicate our pledges to support the 2020 budget.  Please 
use this time to think how you can be a part of the mission and life of Faith 
Church. Pledge cards were mailed last week, but additional pledge cards 
are also located in the pews.  Thanks for all your support. 

~The Stewardship Committee. 

SMALL INTEREST GROUPS 
Our Walking Groups have a regular cast of characters. The Morning 

Group meets every other week, and the Evening Group meets every three 
weeks. The dates and times are listed on the church calendar. They 
coincide on their next scheduled date, November 12. The walking groups 
have a Facebook group, which you can find by searching for Walking 
Interest Group of Faith Presbyterian Emmaus. 

The Reading Group can also be found as a Facebook group, which 
you can find by searching for Reading Interest Group of Faith Presbyterian 
Emmaus  where you can find updates about the current or next book.  

Check out our Board Game Group, too! The next scheduled date is 
November 22, at 7:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. They will not meet in 
December.  

FALL CLEAN-UP DAY 

Mark your calendars for November 16! That’s the day many hands 
will be needed to get the many tasks done, both indoors and outdoors. 
Please bring leaf rakes, tarps, anything you think might be needed to 
clean up outdoors. Thank you in advance for your help!  

WOMEN OF FAITH 
WOF meet every Wednesday at 9:30 AM to prepare for the annual 

Holiday Craft Fair, on December 7. Volunteers are needed each week, 
especially as the date gets closer! No craft skills are needed. If you can fill 
out a price tag, you can help!  

You can also help by sharing the date of the craft fair event with your 
friends and family. If you use Facebook, share the craft fair posting. Pick 
up some cards from the table in the narthex and hand them out.  

You can also volunteer to help out at the event itself...selling raffle 
tickets, taking payment for the food, packaging purchased baked goods, 
and many more things!  

If you are willing to help, please see Sandy Gingrich or Sue Lawall.   

Dear family of God, welcome to worship in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 

May you be nourished by the very Bread of Life.  
We hope you’ll join us following worship for beverages, snacks, and fellowship. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/480794249326986/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/480794249326986/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=2393410320928233&ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=2393410320928233&ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Presbyterian-Church-885453774875376/
mailto:610-967-5600%E2%80%94office@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org


 

THIS WEEK Stewardship Sunday 

Sunday, November  10 Scrip Orders Due 
 9:15 AM— Sunday School: Middle School & Senior High 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service: Baptism  
  Carson Halpin & Braden Halpin 
 10:20 AM— Sunday School: Kindergarten to Grade 5 
 11:15 AM— J.A.M. Singers (MR) 
 11:15 AM— Adult Class: Progress Against World Problems 
 5:00 PM— Middle School Youth Group 
 6:30 PM— Senior High Youth Group  
 
Monday, November  11 Veterans Day—Church Office Closed
 NO Daybreak 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
  
Tuesday, November 12 
 9:00 AM— Emmaus Garden Club (FH) 
 9:00 AM— Morning Walking Group 
 7:00 PM— Session 
 7:30 PM— Evening Walking Group 
 7:30 PM— Emmaus Chorale (FH) 
 
Wednesday, November  13 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (BR) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P) 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir (S) 
 7:00 PM— EPNHN (P) 
  
Thursday, November 14  

 9:30 AM— Women’s Spiritual Study Group 
 9:30 AM— Chair Yoga (FH) 
 1:00 PM— Faith Watercolor Painters (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
  
Friday, November 15 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, November 16 Fall Clean-Up Day 
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 
 10:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 

Nov. 28 ........... Thanksgiving—Church office closed 
Dec. 1 .............. Advent Begins 

Dec. 7 .............. Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair 
Dec. 22............ Christmas Joy Offering 

Dec. 24............ Christmas Eve 
Dec. 25............ Christmas 

Dec. 31............ New Year’s Eve 

LOOKING AHEAD... 

TWO WEEKS OF FAITH 
This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the church website for the most up-to-
date information. Room Numbers, indicating where meetings will be held (when known), are shown in 

parentheses following the listing. 

Key 
BR Brick Room 

FH Fellowship Hall 

MR Music Room 

O Office 

P Parlor 

S Sanctuary 

 NEXT WEEK Faith Flyer Deadline 

Sunday, November  17 Youth Group afternoon activity 
 9:00 AM— J.A.M. Singers (MR) 
 9:15 AM— Sunday School: Middle School & Senior High 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service 
 10:20 AM— Sunday School: Kindergarten to Grade 5 
 11:15 AM— Adult Class: Do Christians Need a “Faith Community”? 
 
Monday, November  18 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
 7:00 PM— Mission Committee (P) 
  
Tuesday, November 19 
 10:00 AM— Emmaus Garden Club (FH) 
 2:30 PM— Packing for Angel Network 
 7:00 PM— Deacons  
 7:30 PM— Emmaus Chorale (FH) 
 
Wednesday, November  20 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (BR) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P) 
 6:00 PM— Brownie Troop 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir (S) 
 7:00 PM— Vision Team (P) 
  
Thursday, November 21  

 7:30 PM— Disciples of Christ (P) 
 9:30 AM— Women’s Spiritual Study Group 
 9:30 AM— Chair Yoga (FH) 
 10:00 AM— Flyer Crew 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
  
Friday, November 22 Church Office Closed 
 7:30 PM— Game Night (FH) 
 
Saturday, November 23  
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 
 10:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
 

11/11 Bob Halpin,  Tyler Hill  

11/13 Geoff Lowell 

11/16 Diane Millick 

https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/




Progress Against World Problems 
11/10/2019 

1 
 

 
Two Stories Report Major Progress Against Significant 

World Problems, but With Qualifiers 
The Wired Word for the Week of August 18, 2019 

In the News 

This past week, we learned that except in war zones, famines have all but disappeared worldwide 
and that the deadly Ebola disease is now often curable. Assuming the claims are accurate, they 
must be described as both good news and progress. 

"How Humanity Won the War on Famine," published by HumanProgress (HP), says that food 
security increased significantly during the second half of the 20th century. "The global average 
population-weighted food supply per person rose from 2,225 calories in 1961 to 2,882 calories in 
2013," the article said. 

Even in sub-Saharan Africa, "food supply rose from 2,004 calories in 1961 to 2,465 calories in 
2013," the article said, adding that "the world's poorest region enjoys access to food that is 
roughly equivalent to that of the Portuguese in the early 1960s." 

For perspective, note that the U.S. Department of Agriculture recommends that moderately 
active adult men consume between 2,200 and 2,800 calories a day and moderately active women 
consume between 1,800 and 2,000 calories a day. 

The HP article says five factors account for the growing access to food: 

• Agricultural productivity has greatly improved due to more scientific methods of 
farming, access to plentiful and much-improved fertilizers and pesticides, and new high-
yield and disease-resistant plants.  

• The world has grown much richer and people can afford to buy more food. The average 
global income per person per day rose from $3.70 in 1900 to $35 in 2000 (both figures 
are in 2018 U.S. dollars). 

• Food has become cheaper. The Food Price Index, compiled by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, shows that the inflation-adjusted price of food in 
2017 was lower than what it was in 1961.  

• Improved transport and communications allow countries with plentiful harvests to sell or 
donate their agricultural surpluses to countries suffering from food shortages. 

• The spread of democracy and a free press ensures that governments are more accountable 
and that human-rights abuses are more widely reported.  

The other good news story is from Wired, and is headlined "Ebola Is Now Curable." It explains 
that scientists and doctors in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) have run a clinical trial 
of new drugs in an effort to combat a year-long Ebola outbreak. The trial, cosponsored by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and the National Institutes of Health (NIH), showed that two 
of the experimental treatments "appear to dramatically boost survival rates," the story says. 
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An experimental vaccine had previously been found to shield people from catching Ebola, but 
the recent treatments are the first effective ones for people already infected by the disease. "From 
now on, we will no longer say that Ebola is incurable," said Jean-Jacques Muyembe, director 
general of the Institut National de Recherche Biomedicale in the DRC, which has overseen the 
trial's operations on the ground. 

Of the four experimental drugs tried in the trial, a monoclonal antibody cocktail produced by 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals was the most effective in lowering death rates from Ebola, down to 
29 percent overall. And when patients received the Regeneron drug soon after becoming sick, 
when their viral loads were still low, death rates dropped to 6 percent. 

Other drugs in the trial also decreased the death rate, but the Regeneron result is the best so far. 
Researchers will now launch a new trial narrowed to the two drugs with the best results. 

"Today's news puts us one more step to saving more lives," said Mike Ryan, WHO's director of 
health emergencies. "The success is clear. But there's also a tragedy linked to the success. The 
tragedy is that not enough people are being treated. We are still seeing too many people staying 
away from treatment centers, people not being found in time to benefit from these therapies." 

There are also reports that mutations of the Ebola virus have been discovered in some patients. 
It's unclear how effective the new drugs might be against the mutated strains. 

While both stories must in general be considered good news, we at The Wired Word found 
ourselves wondering about the famine story. We're aware of a United Nations report from a year 
ago that said the number of hungry people in the world is growing, having reached 821 million in 
2017 -- one in every nine people. We also are aware of this statement from the World Food 
Programme: "The world has made great progress in reducing hunger: There are 216 million 
fewer hungry people than in 1990-92, despite a 1.9 billion increase in the world's population. But 
there is still a long way to go ...." 

In addition, we don't know what definition of "hungry people" is being used, how the definitions 
have varied over time, or even how the information was gathered. Unfortunately, the incentive is 
for people and organizations to overstate the magnitude or significance -- the importance -- of 
their purpose. That's part of being human. Note that similar concerns apply just as much to the 
statistics from HumanProgress. One TWW consultant is fond of noting that statistics should 
always initially be taken "with a block of salt" (or, we might say, with at least some skepticism). 

We suspect, however, that both the claim of winning the war on famine and the significant 
number of people still in hunger are true. The HP article qualified its claim by saying that the 
increase in food supplies applies mainly "outside of war zones," which today, according to this 
count, include 51 ongoing conflicts. We also suspect that the progress may not apply to locations 
where governments cause shortages, such as Venezuela, North Korea and Cuba. What's more, 
the HP article talks about availability and prices, whereas food aid organizations focus on actual 
consumption. The HP story indicates that the problem is mainly not a lack of supply -- famines -- 
but combinations of such things as distribution, acquisition, effort and conflicts. 

That means that one major cause of starvation -- local weather-induced famine -- is pretty much 
eliminated or countered. But that also means that other causes, many of them affected or caused 
by humans, are now more significant. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts
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More on this story can be found at these links: 

How Humanity Won the War on Famine. HumanProgress  
Ebola Is Now Curable. Here's How the New Treatments Work. Wired  
Global Hunger Continues to Rise, New UN Report Says. World Health Organization  
World Food Programme  
Is Ebola Evolving Into a Deadlier Virus? The New Yorker  

Applying the News Story  

As an old song says, "We sure could use a little good news today." Actually, in terms of the 
matters of world hunger and Ebola, the reported stories are a lot of good news, and we're glad for 
it. 

But the qualifiers in both stories tamp down our gladness. The improved food supply is not the 
case in war zones, and other factors affect access to the supplies, even in developed countries. 
Overall, even with the best of the curing medications, at least 29 percent of Ebola patients still 
succumb to the disease. 

But doesn't that reflect life as we know it? Doesn't a lot of good news that comes to us personally 
often include an "except" or an "if"? 

The aim of this lesson is to help us look at that reality and grasp how, while it falls short of the 
kingdom of God fully come, there are advances as well as regressions. But this good news gives 
us reason to live with inner peace and hope. 

The Big Questions 
Here are some of the questions we will discuss in class: 

1. When have you received qualified good news? What was the qualifier? To what degree did the 
qualifier affect your gladness about the news? Why? 

2. What is the effect on you of general good news that doesn't apply specifically to you? What is 
the effect on you of general bad news that doesn't directly apply to you? 

3. What downsides, if any, might there be to good news? 

4. How do you define progress in terms of your own life? in terms of society? of the world? of 
the kingdom of God? 

5. Why do you think the primary meaning of gospel is "good news"? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 
We will look at selected verses from these Scripture texts. You may wish to read these in advance 
for background: 

Proverbs 15:30; 25:25 
Matthew 6:5-15; Luke 17:20-21 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Zechariah 8:3-12 
In class, we will talk about these passages and look for some insight into the big questions about 
this topic. Please join us. 

https://humanprogress.org/article.php?p=1459
https://tinyurl.com/yyjljans
https://tinyurl.com/yyjljans
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/11-09-2018-global-hunger-continues-to-rise---new-un-report-says
https://www.wfp.org/zero-hunger
https://www.newyorker.com/science/elements/is-ebola-evolving-into-a-more-deadly-virus
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+15%3A30%3B+25%3A25&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A5-15%3B+Luke+17%3A20-21&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+147%3A12-20&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+8%3A3-12&version=NRSV


 
 

       
 
 
 
 

For such a time as this, the congregations and leadership of Lehigh Presbytery will partner to challenge and 
resource each other, so that we may boldly risk our comfort for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace and peace, 

 
Rev. Rhonda Kruse 
Transitional Presbytery Leader 
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Happy Friday! 
 
Hey Preachers, Teachers, and Youth Leaders! Do you ever wish you could find consistently good videos to enhance 
your sermons and lessons? At a recent mid-council gathering, one of my colleagues shared examples and 
information about InLighten, a series of lectionary-based, original short films for use in worship, Sunday school, 
Bible study & classrooms. Produced by award-winning filmmakers, InLighten Films delivers an original, short (3-4 
minute) film each week based on a Bible passage, Revised Common Lectionary reading, or particular theological 
theme, along with a searchable catalogue.  
 
Subscribers can stream on-line or download the films, with new releases and accompanying discussion guides 
premiering weekly. Monthly or annual subscriptions are available, with pricing determined by the size of the 
congregation. I’ve watched several of these videos and have found them to be professionally produced, current, 
and very creative. This could be just the thing you need to re-energize your teaching or preaching and capture the 
imaginations and hearts of your 21st century congregation. Click HERE for some sample films. Enjoy! 
 
 

https://inlightenstream.com/ 

 

             2019 PC(USA) Minister Survey 
 

Ministers have until November 15, 2019 to support the denomination–wide effort to understand our ministers, by taking the 
Ministers Survey. This is a comprehensive survey that could take up to 45 minutes to complete. It has never been more important 
to hear from our ministers.  

Participating in this survey will give you an opportunity to reflect on various aspects of your life and ministry, including your health 
and well-being, as well as earning your Call to Health points. It will also help give the church insight about the well-being of 
PC(USA) ministers as a whole. 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Research Services wants to hear from you, whether you are retired or not retired. 
Research Services created this survey so that we can assess how ministers are fulfilling their call and find out more biographical 
details about ministers. 

No one will be able to tell who has responded and how you have responded. You will be asked for your presbytery and, if you are 
a pastor, your congregation. That will help us look for variation across presbyteries and connect your responses with information 
about your congregation. Responding is optional. 
 

Thank you to all who have already taken the survey.  If you have not, please consider taking the survey today! 
 
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4845895/Minister-Survey-2019 

 
 

http://www.lehighpresbytery.org/
mailto:office@lehighpresbytery.org
https://inlightenstream.com/
https://inlightenstream.com/pricing-2/#.Xbt9Y5NKhPM
https://inlightenstream.com/upcoming-films/#.Xbt77JNKhPM
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4845895/Minister-Survey-2019
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4845895/Minister-Survey-2019
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4845895/Minister-Survey-2019
https://inlightenstream.com/
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Small Gifts. Big Impact. 
 

If you have a cause that’s close to your heart, you 
can find a way to help in the Giving Catalog. 
 

Explore a wide variety of gifts that provide real and 
positive impact around the world---including aid for 
refugees, access to clean water, and helping to end 
hunger. By joining our gifts together, however large 
or small, we expand our witness to God’s gracious 
and abundant work in the world. 
 

https://presbyteriangifts.org/gifts/ 

 
 

FISHING NETS 
Millions of small-scale fishermen rely on their catch 
for income and food. When damaged nets are too 
expensive to replace, some turn to using mosquito 
nets, which can introduce insecticides into 
waterways. The gift of a new fishing net supports 
traditional fishing practices and helps sustain food 
sources, livelihoods and the environment. 
ITEM OG10035 $15.00 
 

-------------------------------------- 
 

Want to see how your gifts are making a significant 
impact ………… watch one their videos at 
presbyteriangifts.org/videos. 
 

Video: Hope Takes Root after a Hurricane- you will 
meet Marie, from Torbeck, Haiti. Gifts made 
through the Presbyterian Giving Catalog provided 
seeds and supplies to help Marie replant her land 
after it sustained catastrophic losses from Hurricane 
Matthew in 2016. Now Marie’s crops feed and 
support three generations of her family and others 
in her community. 
 

Video: Haitian Communities Thrive Through 
Gardening – meet members of one community in La 
Gonâve, Haiti. Gifts made through the Presbyterian 
Giving Catalog helped support the development of 
gardens placed at ten schools across the island in 
areas with high rates of poverty and minimal natural 
resources. Now, students, parents and townspeople 
work together to maintain the gardens and share 
their harvests. 
 
Prayer: God of the vineyard, plant with us a new world, 
Refresh your earth, and bring forth its bounty in 
abundance for families & communities in need. Amen 

Pastor/musician inspired by 2020 Vision Team 

Guiding Statement 
 

Excerpts from an Article by Rick Jones, Office of the General Assembly –
October 30, 3019 
 

Music has always been a part of Tracy Keenan’s life. The retired 
Presbyterian pastor was a music major in college and even after seminary, 
continued to create new music. 

 “I have written and put together a wide variety of music, working with a lot of 
really talented people ranging from church choirs to jazz trios to string 
quartets,” she said. “There have been many kinds of music and all of it was 
inspired by worship and the word. It’s not always worship music, but it’s 
music that has been inspired.” 

A 2020 Vision Team member approached Keenan about using her skills and 
creativity to bring the Guiding Statement to life. She says some songs “roll 
out fairly easily” while others start out with a basic inspiration and then take a 
lot of messaging and experimentation to see what they will blossom into. 
. . . . . 

The 2020 Vision Team was created by the 222nd General Assembly (2016) 
to develop the Guiding Statement and plan for its implementation. Last 
February, the team met in Louisville to finalize the statement and begin 
sharing it with the greater church. 

Team members traveled to many church gatherings this year, such as Youth 
Triennium and Big Tent, to share the statement, “God Calls the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) to Be Prayerful, Courageous, United, Serving, Alive.” The 
first letter of each word spells out the PC(USA) acronym and under each 
word is an explanation of what it means. 
. . . .  

Keenan says the most inspirational part of putting words to music came from 
the Guiding Statement itself. 

“I was a pastor for 30 years and now I’m in New Castle Presbytery as the 
missional presbyter. I visit a lot of churches. My job is to help congregations 
and there’s a lot of talk about whether churches are dying. Sometimes talk is 
from churches themselves and all around us we hear words about dying or 
dying churches,” she said. “This guiding statement says they’re alive and 
that is far more than just breathing and existing. Alive is stretching, growing, 
changing, and participating in the world around it.” 
. . . . . 

 “First of all, the statement under the prayerful category is talking about being 
anchored in grace. I love that it comes first,” she said. “It’s that sense of we 
are forgiven and free that makes everything else possible. I love that as a 
starting place.” 

Keenan says she is also moved by the word “courage” in the statement. 

“The world is changing so quickly, and the church provides that unchanging 
anchor and at the same time it needs to change in order to respond to this 
world. So, it takes a lot of courage because of the unknown,” she said. “I 
read where the church is always in transition. A lot of us are secretly waiting 
for it to calm down again but I don’t think that’s going to happen.” 

Keenan says the “pot has been stirred” in the church, but it’s not a bad thing. 

“It takes a lot of courage to stir the pot and we are stirred,” said Keenan. “I 
really do see that as being the message to the church: This is hard, 
uncomfortable, and messy — but that’s OK, that’s part of the reforming that 
we are participating in.” 

Members of the 2020 Vision Team recently got to spend some time with 
Keenan at the Mid Council Leaders Gathering in Baltimore and got to hear 
the song from Keenan herself. 

“It was beautiful. It was exciting to literally hear how the Guiding Statement 
took form in a new way, in a song, and in something that no member of the 
team could create,” said the Rev. Sabrina Slater, Vision 2020 Co-Moderator. 
“It was encouraging to be able to ask Keenan about her process and how 
the song came to life. It was an utter gift and blessing, an encouragement to 
the 2020 Vision Team as we continue our work.” 

Read the entire article at https://www.pcusa.org/news/2019/10/30/pastormusician-inspired-
2020-vision-team-guiding-s/  

https://presbyteriangifts.org/gifts/
https://presbyteriangifts.org/gifts/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2019/10/30/pastormusician-inspired-2020-vision-team-guiding-s/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2019/10/30/pastormusician-inspired-2020-vision-team-guiding-s/
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Do you need a 2019-2010 
Presbyterian Planning Calendar? 

The Presbytery office has some extras 
and you can pick one up for only $9.00.  
Call or email the Presbytery office to 
reserve your copy. 

2019-2021 Book of Order 
 

We have a small supply of 
the new Book of Order 
available in the Presbytery 
office for the discounted 
price of $8.50 each. 

 
Call or email the Presbytery if you would 
like a copy. 

 

 
 

The November Lehigh Presbytery 
Stated Assembly is called for  
Tuesday, November 19, 2019  

at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall of  

The First Presbyterian Church 
3231 W. Tilghman Street 

Allentown, PA. 
 

No meal will served at this meeting.  
Refreshments will be available. 
 

Teaching & Ruling Elder 
Commissioners and visitors are asked 
to RSVP to the Presbytery office with 
their attendance, excuse, or child care 
needs no later than Tuesday,  
November 12, 2019. 
 

All documents will be posted on the 
website and on dropbox. 
 

We look forward to seeing you on 
Tuesday, November 19th! 

FUNDRAISER TO SUPPORT 
the First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua  

First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua, 3005 S. Front Street in 
Whitehall is hosting a glass-etching fundraiser November 24, 2019 with 
Serendipity Glass Studios of Bath.  

 

The event will be in the fellowship hall of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Hokendauqua from 1-3 p.m.  

Participants choose what they would like to personalize and, using the 
materials provided, decorate their pieces. The artist from Serendipity 
Glass will etch the pieces and return them to the church for pickup.  

Cost depends on the piece(s) chosen but will range from about $10 to 
$25 per piece. Participants can choose from pint glasses, wineglasses, 
candle holders and glass Christmas tree ornaments. 

The come-and-go event is open to the public. Refreshments will be 
provided. Come out and support the Hokey church, and get a jump on 
your Christmas shopping! 

The church is raising funds to defray the cost of an electric chair lift to 
help members gain access to the second-floor sanctuary. 

For more information, call the church office at 610-264-9693 or contact 
Rev. Christine Kass at RevChristyK@gmail.com. 

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE RESPONDS TO CALIFORNIA FIRES 

by Rich Copley | Presbyterian News Service. Article excerpts…to read the entire article visit: 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-disaster-assistance-reaching-out-to-people-
affected-by-california-wildfires/ 

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is working with mid councils and churches in 
California to address wildfires currently raging as well as the long-term impact of recent 
fires. 

“We thank the presbyteries and their churches for faithfully responding to the needs of 
their neighbors and lift up these communities in prayer.”  

California’s increasingly intense wildfire seasons have drawn PDA’s attention west in 
recent years. As it helps address current disasters, the ministry continues to assist with 
the after effects of previous fires such as the Woolsey fire, which impacted Los Angeles 
and Ventura counties, and the Camp fire, a Northern California blaze that is considered 
the largest wildfire in California history and the most expensive natural disaster of 
2018 in the world. 

“I have been impressed with the engagement of the presbyteries in addressing the 
needs of the communities,” Jim Kirk said. “In addition to Presbyterians responding 
through their congregations, there are many Presbyterians who have taken leadership 
positions on the community based long term recover groups.”  

Give to One Great Hour of Sharing to enable Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  

to respond quickly to catastrophic events. 

 
To give directly to the U.S. Wild Fires go to https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-
info/DR000165/  Or send your donation through your church--make checks payable to your church 
and mark for PDA – Wild Fires DR000165 in the memo line. 

 

 

mailto:RevChristyK@gmail.com
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-disaster-assistance-reaching-out-to-people-affected-by-california-wildfires/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-disaster-assistance-reaching-out-to-people-affected-by-california-wildfires/
https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woolsey_Fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Fire_(2018)
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/OG999999/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/OG999999/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000165/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000165/


 

Page 4 

 

11.1.2019 - Lehigh Presbytery News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY IN THE MISSION YEARBOOK  (click the link) 

November 1, 2019 – World Community Day 

 
Let us pray:  God of life and wholeness, we ask for your 

loving guidance as we strive for wholeness, always seeking to 

live in harmony with one another, your creation and to your 

glory. Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 

Thank You! 
 
 
 
According to the Greater Allentown CROP Hunger 
Walk Recruiter Check-in team, the Allentown CROP "Walk 
Day Total" was $27,811.38, which is slightly more than last 
year's $27,684.80 "Walk Day Total" (with $30,206.23 being 
the final tally for last year after all of the online, business, 
and "straggler" contributions were counted.  
 
You can still contribute online 
at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/.).     
  
It's probably safe to estimate that the final Allentown CROP 
Hunger Walk total for this year will again exceed our $30K 
goal to support the wonderful ministries of the Allentown 
Area Ecumenical Food Bank, the Lehigh Conference of 
Churches Soup Kitchen, and Church World Service's disaster 
and development assistance programs in the United States 
and throughout the world. 
 
Thank you, and may God continue to bless you and your 
ministry.   

Dianne Kareha 

You are cordially invited to attend a Celtic music concert to support the Manos 

Amigas clinic in Honduras. (Serving at the Crossroads is the organization that 

started and continues to support the clinic.) 

The event will be hosted locally at the Cetronia Fire Company (18 S. Scenic 

Street, Allentown, PA 18104) on Saturday, November 16, 2019, 7 p.m., with 

food and music by 3 bands, Blackwater, Poor Man's Gambit and Chivalrous 

Crickets, featuring mostly Celtic music and "folk music during the time of 

Robin Hood."  

For tickets and more information:  servingatthecrossroads.org/benefitconcert 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/November-1-2019/
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/allentownpa
http://servingatthecrossroads.org/benefitconcert
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Learning to Love Variety in Worship Song Selection
Andrea, music director at the Blue Note Church, straps 
in and selects her song picks for the worship team to con-
sider for Sunday. She decides to pick some of her favorites 
that match the week’s theme. Letting out a big sigh and 
worried that her congregation might be stuck in a musi-
cal rut, she grabs her satchel and heads to the meeting.

What could help Andrea’s uncertainty and how can 
music leaders let go of old patterns? Breaking out requires 
the music leader—whether pastor, music director, band 
leader, instrumentalist, or singer—to be more objective 
in selecting songs and find variety. Making this easier, 
the past fifty years has seen an increase in the variety of 
music available to churches in denominational hymnals, 
song lists by Christian Copyright Licensing International1 
(CCLI), and platforms like YouTube. To help in song 
choice, Constance Cherry, professor of worship at Indi-
ana Wesleyan University, acknowledges the vast range of 
worship music and sorts them into two broad categories, 
short and long form.2 By considering the types of songs 
available instead of the songs themselves, music leaders 
can avoid the rut of favorites that have always been used.  

Longer Form Songs
Classic Hymns sung by Western Protestant churches in 
the last six hundred years are perhaps the most familiar 
congregational songs. The long format allows for a more 
developed statement of theology, witness, or praise. Often 
organized into stanzas, some hymns use a refrain to tie the 
themes of each stanza together and deepen worshippers’ 
connection to the material.3 When considering classic 
hymns, don’t forget contemporary hymnists such as Brian 
Wren, Thomas Troeger, Carl Daw, Richard Leach, Ruth 
Duck, Shirley Murray, Daniel Damo, Sylvia Dunstan, 
Fred Kahn, John Bell, and Jane Marshall.4

Gospel Hymns emerged out of revival camp meet-
ings of the Second Great Awakening. With hymnals and 
trained song leaders in short supply, preachers would 
improvise a call and response, singing out a phrase, and 
congregation would respond with “Amen!” or “Halle-

lujah!” Or the preacher would sing stanzas to a famil-
iar hymn as a solo with the congregation joining in the 
refrain. Through plain words and a simple, swinging mel-
ody, Gospel Hymns use a direct, unvarnished approach 
to conveying the message of a salvation available to all.

Metrical Psalms are hymns that paraphrase a specific 
biblical psalm and arrange it musically. Unlike hymns 
that are based on psalms (such as “O God, Our Help in 
Ages Past” based on Psalm 90), metrical psalms restate 
the psalm verse by verse as strictly as possible. This 
type was developed out of the early sixteenth century 
by Reformers like John Calvin, who did not approve of 
hymns not strictly based on Scripture. Metrical psalms 
allow worshippers to more deeply internalize the mean-
ing of the psalms through giving voice in song, and can 
be used to better highlight the Scripture of the day.

Modern Worship Songs emerged from the contem-
porary worship movement and drew inspiration from 
the praise choruses of the 1970s and 1980s. Some songs, 
such as Graham Kendrick’s “Shine, Jesus Shine” resemble 
traditional hymns in their use of stanzas, regular meter, 
and rhyming. Others adopt a verse and chorus structure 



typical of popular music. These writers sought longer 
songs with more musical complexity (including more 
elements such as a prechorus, bridge, and tag) and theo-
logical substance. Congregations would benefit from 
incorporating these songs when they want to experience 
understandable lyrics with soaring, emotionally satisfy-
ing melodies as heard in contemporary popular music.

Shorter Song Forms
Praise Songs use only a few measures to communicate a 
single idea, often personal and devotional in nature. The 
songs are often “through-composed,” moving forward 
phrase by phrase without repeating material, such as in 
Laurie Klein’s, “I Love You, Lord.”5 Simple in structure, 
praise choruses do not often require written materials and 
are accessible to anyone regardless of age or musical train-
ing. To get started, look for praise song collections from 
the 1970s and 1980s, use it in the worship service for two 
or three weeks, then return to it again once in a while.

Global Songs have become more available in recent 
decades, aided by the internet and social media. Diverse 
in language, rhythmic patterns, and compositional form, 
these songs are difficult to characterize, except that many 
are short, cyclical (meant to be sung over and over), and 
originate from places with strong oral traditions and a 
high regard for community. To get started, visit ethnic 
or multicultural congregations, listen to global songs on 
the internet, buy songbooks, or visit the website of The 
International Council of Ethnodoxologists, an associa-
tion of worship leaders exploring world music in worship.6 

African American Spirituals often use a call-and- 
response structure. Reflecting the pain of the American 
slave experience but also the joy of God’s love, these brief 
songs can be highly flexible and rhythmically complex, 
opening space for improvisation. Listen to recordings 
of spirituals performed a capella, identify the structure, 
and perform them without instruments. Small percus-
sion instruments may be added later if necessary.7

Black Gospel Songs, though similar to spirituals, arose 
out of an urban experience and drew inspiration from 
popular American music. Songs are more musically 
complex and reliant on electronic instruments such as 
keyboards and guitars, as well as percussion instruments. 
To get started, listen to recordings of late-twentieth-cen-
tury artists such as James Cleveland, Edwin Hawkins, 
or Andraé Crouch, or more recent artists such as Israel 
Houghton, Dorothy Norwood, or William McDowell.8

Taizé Songs, written by Brother Robert and Jacques 
Berthier of the Taizé community in France, are sung 

over and over in a meditative fashion. Acoustic instru-
ments such as strings or woodwinds can accompany the 
song, with layers of sounds added or removed with each 
repetition as intensity builds or subsides over time. Try 
introducing a short song in worship in place of a spoken 
prayer, with the leader singing once with an instrument, 
then inviting the congregation to join. To learn more, 
visit the Taizé website, visit a Taizé service in your area, 
or buy a collection of Taizé arrangements from GIA pub-
lications.9 

Service Music refers to vocal music interwoven into 
the liturgy, often to make transitions from one part of the 
service to another. Examples include a doxology such as 
the ever popular “Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow” sung to the tune “OLD 100th” or the Kyrie eleison 
(“Lord, have mercy”). Though historically used in more 
traditional churches, any congregation can experiment 
using any musical style. To get started, look for places in 
the service where spoken words could be sung instead, 
then find a familiar chorus or song fragment to insert.

Build Community through Song
Breaking old habits in song selection can be difficult, but 
beneficial. By doing so, music leaders may strengthen 
the bonds of community in many directions—with 
the communion of the saints from ages past, with the 
global church in its diversity, and with fellow worship-
pers whose taste at times may seem unfamiliar. “Sing to 
the Lord a new song!” (Psalm 96:1, CEV).

1. https://songselect.ccli.com/
2. Constance M. Cherry, The Music Architect: Blueprints for 

Engaging Worshippers in Song (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Publish-
ing Co., 2016), 117-173.

3. Ibid., 155-156.
4. Ibid., 157. For biographies of recent hymn writers, Paul Wes-

termeyer, With Tongues of Fire: Profiles in 20th Century Hymn Writ-
ing (St. Louis: MO: Concordia, 1995). 

5. “I Love You, Lord,” #2068, The Faith We Sing: Pew Edition 
(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2000).

6. Find songbooks available from the General Board of Global  
Ministries; https://www.umcmission.org/share-our-work/global-praise; 
 www.worldofworship.org

7. Ibid., 129.
8. Church leaders, especially those from privileged back-

grounds, have the opportunity to use global or African Ameri-
can music from a stance of “cultural humility” and a commitment 
to learn from other cultures. See Ismael Ruiz Millán, “Cultural 
humility can help us become better leaders and better Christians,” 
Faith and Leadership, Feb. 5, 2019, https://faithandleadership.
com/ismael-ruiz-millan-cultural-humility-can-help-us-become-
better-leaders-and-better-christians

9. http://taize.fr/en; www.giamusic.com.

COPYRIgHT © 2019 bY DANA HORRELL—WWW.THEPARISHPAPER.COM
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Writing as a Tool for Community Engagement
Writing can help church leaders in their efforts to 
reach out to the community. Typically seen as a solitary 
activity, writing may seem like the opposite of active 
engagement. Yet writing creates a space for reflection 
that could benefit even the most hands-on activist. The 
journal, the mission statement, the memo of under-
standing, and the program history can help teams in the 
planning, implementation, and evaluation of outreach 
work. Beyond the team itself, writing can empower our 
neighbors as they tell stories about themselves in their 
own words.

After the Mission Trip
Ten years after the event, Dee Ann reflected back on 
her time as a student on a travel and study seminar to 
Central America sponsored by the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). She described a feeling of “danger and cautious-
ness” in visiting Guatemala, El Salvador, and Nicaragua 
during the El Salvador civil war and recounted visits 
with business, church, and social justice leaders that gave 
her “new eyes, new heart, new view of life.” She remem-
bered that “Through many of the people we met . . . we 
experienced a level of faith that before had been unimag-
inable.” Writing can be used not only to recollect but also 
to maintain a real-time record of events. Some mission 
teams keep a group journal, asking a different person 
each day to record the group’s experience from his or her 
perspective. The resulting account can be copied at the 
end of the trip and shared with everyone, or excerpts can 
be used for articles and presentations about the trip.1 

Keeping a Journal
Church leaders can benefit from keeping a daily journal, 
or two journals: a spiritual journal and a management 
journal. The spiritual journal provides a way of listen-
ing to God and reflecting on feelings, prayers, readings, 
or critical incidents that lead to spiritual discernment 
within one’s life experiences. The management journal, 
while no less honest or personal, can be more focused on 

the work of ministry (whether lay or ordained) in guid-
ing the team or congregation. What key people, events, 
challenges or experiences does the leader or group face? 
Record in each journal at different times of the day, and 
review them every month to gain a broader perspective 
by reflecting on recurrent themes in the daily writing.2

When Clarifying Purpose 
Some outreach teams find that a mission statement 
helps clarify purpose. Describing briefly why the team 
exists helps members focus on what’s really import-
ant and enables the group to achieve a shared under-
standing. For that reason, be sure to include time for 
discussion and debate before writing it down. Before 
beginning the process, instruct the group in this way: 
“When we craft a mission statement, the statement is 
more than words. It represents the debate and discus-
sion we’ve gone through to write it. It gets pulled out 
and used regularly. It helps us make good decisions.” 

The revision process helps to focus on the group’s 
broad intentions rather than on wordsmithing. The 
end result should be a brief, clear, inspiring state-
ment describing why the group exists. Read it aloud 



at meetings and spend a few minutes discussing key 
words or sharing stories about how you fulfilled it. A 
large Presbyterian women’s group worked hard on a 
shared statement at a retreat. Three months later, the 
senior pastor approached the group with a request for 
them to take on a new task. After spending a min-
ute to review their mission statement, the members 
decided the project was not in alignment with it. The 
pastor was impressed with their focus. The statement 
made it easy to decide what action to take.3

When Collaborating with Others
A memo of understanding (MOU) functions some-
what like a mission statement, though its focus is more 
external. The MOU serves to clarify how the team will 
collaborate with others, ensuring that its partners, 
including donors, expert advisors, social service agen-
cies, and even the program’s beneficiaries, are all on the 
same page. A typical MOU creates a blueprint for action 
that states the goal of the program, the activities to be 
carried out, and what is expected of each partner. How 
will differences be resolved? Will a pastor or wise elder 
be consulted, or will an arbitration team consisting of 
representatives of each partner group be appointed? 

The final product could be brief, usually no more than 
one or two pages long. Not a legal document, the MOU 
simply ensures understanding by everyone involved. 
For example, a church mission team wants to develop a 
community garden in order to supply the neighborhood 
with fresh produce. Partners might include volunteers 
supplied by the church or community, expert gardeners 
from the local garden club, and city officials who give 
approval. A well-written MOU could ensure that the 
partners do not work at cross purposes due to misun-
derstanding.4

Keeping Track of Actions over Time
A program history, written to keep track of actions 
taken over time, offers another writing tool for ministry 
teams. Christ Lutheran Church in Whitefish, Montana, 
created a program history after it developed Shepherd’s 
Hand Clinic, a free medical clinic for people unable to 
afford health care. As the ministry began to expand, its 
leaders felt compelled to keep track. They decided to 
document their steps in a simple record of what steps 
were taken when. This running history gave the leader-
ship an idea of the amount of time needed for each step 
and allowed them to look back and evaluate how they 
met their initial goals or fell short.5 

Empowering Low-Income Neighbors
Everyone should be invited to write, including the 

low-income residents that so many churches serve. 
Brown Memorial United Methodist Church in Syracuse, 
New York, offered writing exercises for customers at its 
food pantry. Located on the city’s impoverished Near 
West Side, the church serves as a community center for 
the neighborhood. After shopping at the pantry, residents 
were invited to sit at a table in the corridor where people 
lined up to enter. Writers were offered printed sheets with 
a writing prompt at the top of a page, which was otherwise 
blank. One topic was sidewalks, with the prompt: “Do you 
use the sidewalk? What do you think of the sidewalks?” 
Spanish speakers were offered prompts in Spanish, with 
the account to be translated into English later. Those who 
could not write could draw a picture, and others chose to 
both write and draw pictures. Used initially as an orga-
nizing tool for resident groups to seek action from the 
city council, these writings were also published in a small, 
inexpensive paperback, West Side Walks. The program’s 
director, Steve Parks, associate professor of writing at 
Syracuse University, got the idea from the Federation of 
Worker Writers and Community Publishers in the United 
Kingdom, a thirty-year-old network of community writ-
ing groups. Parks notes that “Our mission is to provide 
opportunities  for local communities to represent them-
selves by telling their stories in their own words.”6 Church 
leaders wanting to empower the neighbors they serve 
should consider asking them to write.

It’s for Everyone
Writing belongs to everyone. For some people, writ-
ing may seem to be a difficult, unpleasant, and nearly 
impossible task. For others, it can be exhilarating, sat-
isfying, and self-revelatory. Everyone should have the 
opportunity to try it. 

1. Debby Vial, When God’s People Travel Together (Louisville, 
KY: Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, 1999), 46, 54.

2. Norman Shawchuck and Roger Heuser, Managing the Con-
gregation: Building Effective Systems to Serve People (Nashville, 
TN: Abingdon Press, 1996), 34-36.

3. Susan Waechter and Deborah Kocsis, How to Energize Your 
Volunteer Ministry (Loveland, CO: Group, 2004), 37, 42–43, 104.

4. Sandra Swan, The New Outreach (New York: Church Publish-
ing, 2010), 156–57.

5. Linda-Marie Delloff, Public Offerings: Stories from the Front Lines 
of Community Ministry (Bethesda, MD: Alban Institute, 2002), 73.

6. New City Community Press, www.newcitycommunitypress 
.com.
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Doors open at 1 p.m. with the games starting at 2:00 p.m.

13 regular and 2 special holiday games. 
Prize money for regular games is $50 and specials are $50 and $75.

Bingo packets at the door are:
3 square 13 games is $15, 9 squares 13 games is $25.

Specials are an additional $2 for a 3 square and $5 for a 9 square.

Dubbs Memorial Community Center
457 W. Allen Street, Allentown

All proceeds benefit The Lehigh Conference of Churches Daybreak program. 

Holiday Bingo!
Saturday, November 23

The jackpot prize is $300!

Buy your packet online by Nov. 22 and save $5!
$20 for 9 squares and one door prize ticket. Use this link to purchase at this 

discounted price, https://secure.qgiv.com/for/hbn22. 

Raffle Baskets • Holiday Food • Hot Chocolate Bar • 50/50 Raffle

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/hbn22


November 23, 7:00 pm
ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
8143 VALLEY VIEW ROAD, NORTHAMPTON

(just off Airport Road)

ADMISSION IS FREE
Donations benefit 

The Lehigh Conference of Churches

PRAISE
BAND
SHOWCASE
G L O R I O U S  D AY
CHASING BOBBY

Driven by faith to bring healing, housing and hope 
to the Lehigh Valley’s most vulnerable

N AT I V I T Y 
W O R S H I P 
T E A M



The Lehigh Conference of Churches Presents:

A Sing-Along-Messiah

Tuesday, December 3, 2019, 7:30 pm
Zion’s United Church of Christ

620 W. Hamilton Street, Allentown

Driven by faith to bring healing, housing and hope to the Lehigh Valley’s most vulnerable.

457 W. Allen Street
Allentown, PA 18102

Calling All Choirs!
The sheer beauty of Händel’s Messiah has caused it to become a holiday 
tradition. With themes of hope and faith, enlightenment and understanding, the 
Messiah helps inspire our faith around this important time of the year.

On December 3, we are asking singers to form a gathered choir as we welcome 
the community to enjoy this inspired work. Singers are asked also to bring your 
vocal scores. Four stellar soloists. A freewill offering will be taken.

Park on the street or in any of the public parking decks in the area. The parking 
decks closest to Zion UCC are: the Spiral Deck, 800 block of W. Linden Street; the 
Government Deck, 4th and Hamilton Street; the Transportation Deck, 6th and 
Linden Street; and the Arena Deck, 712 W. Linden Street. 

You can sign up at http://bit.ly/SingAlongMessiah (case sensitive) or by 
contacting Genie Watson, gwatson@lehighchurches.org or (610) 433-6421. RSVP 
requested by November 24.

Zion United Church 
of Christ, Allentown

Advent and Christmas Selections

http://bit.ly/SingAlongMessiah
mailto:gwatson@lehighchurches.org


60th Annual 
Nazareth to Bethlehem

Christmas
Peace

Pilgrimage
Saturday, December 14, 2019

peacewalk.org

Registration 

To help us plan for our bus reservation, 
please register for free at 
www.peacewalk.org and include the 
names of those coming with you. 

You are welcome to participate without  
pre-registering. You may join at any point 
along the way, but keep in mind that the 
times listed are approximate. 

Please dress appropriately for the weather, 
we walk in sun, wind, rain, or snow.  The 
walk is about 10 miles, and there is 
transportation available along the route if 
you need a break. 

For more information please visit 
www.peacewalk.org or call Rick Dow at 
610-865-5204, and find us on Facebook.

Walk     
  the  
   Road of  
      Peace.

The Christmas Peace Pilgrimage  
 is made possible by donations from our 

gracious participants, and support from our 
sponsors and volunteers. 

Thank you!

Since 1960 people dedicated  
to peace have been gathering in 
Pennsylvania to walk 10 miles together  
on the second Saturday of December. 

We welcome all persons of any age or  
from any spiritual background to join the 
Pilgrimage, symbolic of the journey of  
Mary and Joseph. 

In the 10 mile trek from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and in the 
concluding fellowship, we seek to reflect  
the non-violent life of Jesus Christ and his 
truth of forgiving love.   

During such a politically divided time, we 
invite participants to consider the role of the 
Peace Walk in the context of current events, 
and we seek to honor the fundamental intent 
of this historic witness for peace. We 
encourage messages of peace, but not signs 
with partisan messages. 

Walk with your family and friends and make 
new friends with others who seek a more 
peaceful world.

http://www.peacewalk.org
http://www.peacewalk.org


MAP
Participants will meet in the parking lot at  
The Center, 529 E. Broad St., Bethlehem 
(corner of Broad & Elm) before 11:00 AM. 

Buses will transport pilgrims to Nazareth 
Moravian Church on Center Square. 

Join us for a simple meal and fellowship  
after the walk around 5:30 PM, at Christ 
United Church of Christ (corner of Market  
and Center Streets).

SCHEDULE 

Suggestions 

● Lunch is not provided, so you may want to
bring a snack and eat a hearty breakfast!

● Wear comfortable walking shoes. 

● Consider carrying a walking stick. 

● Dress in layers as conditions can change. 

● Stay hydrated— bring a reusable water
bottle. 

● Bring utensils— in the interest of
conservation, please bring a spoon and bowl
for soup and cup for water.

● We ask you not to bring politically charged
signs, and invite you to bring peace-focused
signs or carry our own peace stars.

● Follow Christmas Peace Pilgrimage on
Facebook to stay up to date on the event
and help spread the word

A 

10:45 am              

B 

12:00 pm 

C 

1:30 pm 

D 

2:45 pm 

E 

4:15 pm 

F 

5:00 pm 

G 

5:30 pm 

Buses begin loading   
529 E. Broad Street 

The Center, Bethlehem

Pilgrimage begins at 
4 S. Main St.  

Moravian Church, Nazareth 

Rest Stop  
323 Nazareth Pike (Rt. 191) 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Rest Stop 
3235 Linden St. 

First Baptist Church 

Candle Lighting 
1500 Linden St. 

First Church of the Nazarene 

Carol Singing 
73 W. Church St. 

Central Moravian Church steps 

Light Supper, Music
and Conversation 

75 E. Market St. 
Christ United Church of Christ (Map is not to scale)


