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 Worship sheets & activity bags for children are available from the ushers. 

 Assistive listening devices are available for those with hearing difficulties.  

 Large print worship materials and hymnals are 
available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 

 

SO THAT THOSE PRESENT MAY EXPERIENCE GOD WITHOUT DISTRACTION, 
WE ASK THAT CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES BE 

TURNED OFF PRIOR TO THE START OF WORSHIP. THANK YOU.  

Joys and Concerns 

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Becky Shreck—prayers needed for her ongoing issues with her 
autoimmune illness.  

 Betty Dennis—ongoing health issues. 
 Marie Heffner—ongoing health issues. 

 Peter Ferguson’s brother, Tom —ongoing health issues.  
 

Military Service   

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Jack Melnick, USMC. 

 Major Bethany Kauffman, USMC, niece of Penny & Jim Pantano. 
 Hillary N. Waterman, granddaughter of Ellen and Bill Bender,  

 Doland J. Miller II and Jeremy Miller, nephews of Joe Smits. 
 

 

Contact Information—Pastoral Care Needs 

 For medical emergencies or death, contact Rebecca at 

revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org or call 484-523-0240. 
 Or contact either of the Co-Moderators of Deacons…                          

Deb Ferguson: 908-421-3817, or Beth Kunkle: 610-769-0327 
 

 

Faith Church Prayer Chain 

 Please send prayer requests to prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org,  
or use the link from the Faith Church website.
( www.faithchurchemmaus.org ) 

 

 

 

Order of Worship 

October 6, 2019 
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—WORLD COMMUNION 

10:00 AM OCTOBER 6, 2019 
 

  

THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship.  
  Please use the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s 

presence and help.  Nurturing our relationships and friendships 

in fellowship is essential to our life as a congregation, so please 
continue to do so following our time of worship. 

  

Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

 
FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 

  

PRELUDE “In Remembrance of Me” BURYL RED  
 

CHORAL INTROIT “Come Into God’s Presence” ANONYMOUS  
J.A.M Singers HYMN 413, vs. 1 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader:  We have come together to praise God 

from whom all blessings flow. 

People:  The firmament, the covering of earth and seas, 

is the roof of our sanctuary. 

Leader:  And so, we dwell in the house of God  

 all the days of our lives as one people. 

People:  We will sing songs of praise and give thanks 

  for God’s steadfast hope in us. 

Leader:  Who today will bless God for God’s surpassing greatness? 

People: Let everything that breathes worship and praise God! 
 

OPENING PRAYER  
 

HYMN #267 “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” MADRID  
 

HYMN #456 “Listen, God Is Calling” NENO LAKE MUNGU 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 
 

GATHERING OF JOYS & CONCERNS 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
  

OFFERTORY  “When At This Table” JANE MARSHALL  
  (Feastday) 
 

DEDICATION HYMN #606 DOXOLOGY 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
May the simple gifts we offer this day become a fountain of 

blessings for others, bringing them hope, healing, joy, and 

peace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

  

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  
INVITATION 
PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER  GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 

GIFTS OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
  

HYMN #318 “In Christ There Is No East or West” ST. PETER  
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION  

   
POSTLUDE  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” PAUL MANZ  

  

 

 

*Children’s Time & Sunday School 

Following Children’s Time in worship, children from grades K 
through 5 will be dismissed to Sunday School. On the first Sunday of 
each month, Sunday School is not held so all may participate in 
communion. The same applies to holiday weekends, when Sunday 
School is not scheduled.  

For younger children, care is provided in the nursery during the 
remainder of our worship time. A single youth volunteer may be 
needed. Please ask the adult nursery personnel if a youth is 
necessary.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Almighty God, you have called us to one table, but we have 

pursued our own course. You have promised us the abundance 

of all creation, but in our greed, the world goes without. You 

have promised us the bread of life itself, but in our pride, the 

world goes hungry. You have promised us the waters of peace 

and justice, but in our discord, the world goes thirsty. And now 

we are famished too, Lord. Have mercy on us. Forgive us, again. 

Transform us, at this table, and for this table, and send us from 

this table as servants of your righteousness, by the power of 

your son, our Lord in whose name we pray. Amen.  
(A moment is given for silent confession to God.) 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE #581 GLORIA PATRI 

 
THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 

  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON GENESIS 18:23-33 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME* 
 

ANTHEM “This Is My Body, Broken for You” PEPPER CHOPLIN 

 Senior Choir 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON LUKE 18:1-8 
 

SERMON  “More Tenacity” REV. REV. P. DOUGLAS CRONCE 
  



 

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019 

Family of Christ, welcome to this holy gathering that we may learn and grow, confess and repent, praise and worship, love and be loved—together. 

 We hope you’ll join us following worship in Fellowship Hall for our Pot Luck Luncheon, 
which takes place instead of Sunday School on the first Sunday of each month. 

 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EMMAUS 
3002 N. Second Street - PO Box 507 - Emmaus, PA 18049 

610-967-5600—office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
Visit us on the web! www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

ARE YOU NEW TO FAITH CHURCH? 
If this is your first time in worship with us here at Faith Church, 

welcome! We want to get to know you, so be sure to sign the 
friendship registry, which can be found at one end of the pew. 

OUR GUEST IN THE PULPIT 
This morning we welcome Rev. P. Douglas Cronce to our pulpit. He 

is recently honorably retired from The Presbyterian Church of 
Catasauqua. He and his wife Roberta have two grown children, 
Christopher and Anne, and one grandchild, Judah, who turned two years 
old on June 22.  

COMMUNION INCLUSION—INTINCTION 
Communion is by intinction this morning. The bread recipe for 

today’s communion comes from Eastern Africa, and is used on special 
occasions by our partners in Kenya. For those needing allergen free 
foods, the pastor will have brown rice crackers, which are wheat free, 
gluten free, soy and nut free.  

SCRIP ORDERS ARE DUE NEXT SUNDAY! 
The scrip pool needs more people to dive in. So, come on!...jump 

right in...the water is fine! Drop your order with payment in the offering 
plate, or place it in the scrip mailbox in the church office.  

CROP WALK FOR HUNGER 
Next Sunday! 

 Sign in: 1:00 PM Walk time: 1:30 PM 
 1 mile or 5 miles Dogs and strollers welcome 

Held at: St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church, 140 S. Ott St., Allentown 

If you would like to walk, please pick up and envelope and sign 
your name on the walker list that will be at the Crop Walk table. If you 
are unable to walk, but would like to help—you can give a cash or 
check donation (made out to CWS) to any walker. If you have any 
questions, please see Donna Hill. 

ALLENTOWN WARMING STATION NEEDS HELP! 
If you would like to help the warming station this season, this is 

how to do so. They are in need of the following items: 

Deodorant Flip flops 
Disposable Razors Men/Women underwear 
Hot chocolate (individual or container) 
Sugar (individual packets) 

Please label and place in the Campbell Soup container in the 
narthex. Thank you!                                —Mission Committee 

 

SKI FELLOWSHIP - NEW GROUP* 

The Fellowship Committee is sponsoring self-supporting fellowship 
interest groups.  In addition to the existing Walking, Reading and Game 
groups, a new Ski Fellowship group is being formed.   

Its new email address is ski@faithchurchemmaus.org.  If you would 
like to be on its mailing list for more information, please send an email to 
this address and say “YES” [put me on the mailing list.]  That’s all you 
need to do!  No obligations…  

The Ski Fellowship group will have a large component of both on the 
slope skiing with a ‘buddy,’ and chairlift/meal-time fellowship in the 
lodge.  Periodic fellowship gatherings at church on days prior to or after 
skiing are encouraged. (Ski videos/meals, planning, ticket coupons, etc.)  

*Information on all of Faith Church’s interest groups is available on the 

church’s website. Click first on the Ministry tab, and then on Fellowship. 

Both Faith Church’s Mission Committee and the Youth Groups are 
teaming up with The Barn and few other local churches, to provide a safe 
trick or treat night for the children of Ramos Elementary School on West 
Allen Street in Allentown. There will be several vehicles parked with their 
trunks full of safe treats for the children. Rather than going door to door, 
the kids will go trunk to trunk. And that’s not all that’s happening that 
afternoon. There will also be free hotdogs and free face painting.  

So, how can you help? We are looking for donations and volunteers. 
If you want to decorate a trunk and hand out candy to the kids, the candy 
will be provided to you. For volunteers, here is a sign-up genius at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4EA9AB23A57-trunk where you 
can see the various ways you can volunteer your help. (Easy to access 
with a simple click on the link in the online version of Sunday’s bulletin.) 

mailto:ski@faithchurchemmaus.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4EA9AB23A57-trunk
mailto:610-967-5600%E2%80%94office@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org


 

THIS WEEK  

Sunday, October  6 World Communion  
 NO Sunday School 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service: Peace & Global Witness Offering 
  Guest Pastor: Rev. Doug Cronce 
 Noon— Pot Luck Luncheon 
 6:30 PM— Youth Groups: Laser Tag 
 
Monday, October  7  
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
 7:00 PM— Discipleship Committee (P) 
 
Tuesday, October 8  
 7:00 PM— Session (4) 
 7:30 PM— Emmaus Chorale (FH) 
 
Wednesday, October  9 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (BR) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P) 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir (S) 
 7:00 PM— EPNHN (P) 
  
Thursday, October  10  

 9:30 AM— Women’s Spiritual Study Group 
 9:30 AM— Chair Yoga (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
  
Friday, October  11 Church Office Closed 
 6:00 PM— Wedding rehearsal (S) 
 7:30 PM— Board Game group (FH) 
 
Saturday, October  12  
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 
 3:00 PM— Masenheimer Wedding 
 10:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
 
 

Nov. 3 .............. Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Nov. 5 .............. Election Day 

Nov. 11 ............ Veterans Day—Church office closed 
Nov. 17 ............ Faith Flyer deadline 

Nov. 28 ............ Thanksgiving—Church office closed 
Dec. 1 .............. Advent Begins 

Dec. 7 .............. Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair 
Dec. 22 ............ Christmas Joy Offering 

Dec. 24 ............ Christmas Eve 

LOOKING AHEAD... 

TWO WEEKS OF FAITH 
This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the church website for the most up-to-
date information. Room Numbers, indicating where meetings will be held (when known), are shown in 

parentheses following the listing. 

Key 
BR Brick Room 

FH Fellowship Hall 

MR Music Room 

O Office 

P Parlor 

S Sanctuary 

 NEXT WEEK  

Sunday, October  13 Scrip Orders Due 
 NO Sunday School 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service 
 1:00 PM— Youth Groups: Crop Walk for Hunger 
 11:15 AM— J.A.M. Singers (MR) 
 
Monday, October  14 Church Office Closed 
 2:00 PM— Daybreak Columbus Day 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
  
Tuesday, October 15  
 9:00 AM— Morning Walking Group 
 10:00 AM— Emmaus Garden Club (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Deacons 
 7:30 PM— Emmaus Chorale (FH) 
 
Wednesday, October  16 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (BR) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P) 
 6:00 PM— Brownie Troop 
 7:00 PM— Vision Team (P) 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir (S) 
  
Thursday, October  17  

 7:30 AM— Disciples of Christ (P) 
 9:30 AM— Women’s Spiritual Study Group 
 9:30 AM— Chair Yoga (FH) 
 1:00 PM— Faith Watercolor Painters (FH) 
  
Friday, October  18 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, October  19 Emmaus Halloween Parade 
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 
 10:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
 

10/6 Donna Hill, Nancy O’Leary 
 Donald Perry 

10/7 Ellen Bender, Tiffany Laboy 
 Andy Millick, Melanie Shimer 

10/10 Chris Comoglio, Brad Mitchell 

10/11 Doug Boyd 

https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/
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Our Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote 
the peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice in our own 
communities and around the world.  

Thank you for your participation 
in the Peace & Global Witness Offering.

IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT!  

WAYS TO GIVE

Through your congregation

Donate by credit card online at http://pcusa.org/peace-global

Text PEACE to 56512 to learn more about 
and give to peacemaking efforts around the globe.

The Peace & Global Witness Offering is one of four 
annual special offerings. The church-wide Special  
Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an 

important role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the twenty-first century, bringing 
together the diversity of the PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The  
Offerings offer opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness and profoundly affect the life of the 
church as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church. 

Christ invites, 
and our doors open 
to believers from 
all over the world, 
and from every 
time and place. 

Christ invites, 

which makes 

for peace.

http://pcusa.org/peace-global


“I could feel God calling me back…”

Fifteen years later, the Rev. Matthew Fricker  
felt compelled to return to Iraq where he had  
served as a soldier. 

Rev. Fricker was deeply moved by what he  
experienced upon his return to Iraq. “I sat  
with people, and we talked about our families,  
war, rebuilding, and hope for a brighter future,”  
he said. “We talked about reconciliation in  
partnership. We talked with passion about unity in peace. What I  
received from the people I met was healing … it was true love.”

He is just one of many of us who are moved by God’s call to work  
together as active peacemakers, and stand in support of our global  
sisters and brothers, because the peace of Christ belongs to people 
everywhere. 

Thanks to your gifts to the Peace & Global Witness Offering, we are 
joined in Paul’s prayer that God grant us “peace in all times, in all ways.”

Peace is active, 
not passive; 

peace is doing, 
not waiting. 

Your gifts will help more people experience 
the freedom and dignity that Christ wants for everyone. 
Let us offer the peace of Christ in all times and all ways. 

Thank you for your participation in the Peace & Global Witness Offering.

25%
 

of this Offering stays with our congregation 
to support peacemaking and reconciliation 

in our own community. 

25%
 

of this Offering will go to our mid-council,  
joining with other congregations in our area  
to support peacemaking work in our region. 

50%
 

of this Offering supports the work for peace and reconciliation 
being done by Presbyterians around the globe.

The Peace and Global Witness Offering provides the means 
that allows us to offer ourselves to the pursuit of ending violence and 
bringing about reconciliation, no matter where it occurs in the world.Rev. Fricker and members of the Iraq Partnership Network celebrate peace with Pastor Amgad 

and Elder Dr. Zuhair.

Rev. Matthew Fricker 
on duty in Iraq. 



       
 
 
 
 
 

 
Good Morning! 
 
Greetings from Lewisburg, where I am attending a 3-day gathering of presbytery executives and stated clerks 
from around the Synod of the Trinity. 
 

For those of you who were unable to attend last Saturday’s presbytery assembly, you were missed! We 
worshiped God in a traditional service in First Stroudsburg’s beautiful sanctuary, and I was privileged to 
preach. If you’re interested in reading my sermon, you can find it HERE on the website.  
 

After worship we gathered around tables for an exercise designed to help congregations begin to consider 
what God might be calling you to be and do going forward. At the end of our conversation I asked about 
resources that would be helpful to congregations. Someone asked about grants and loans available to help 
churches in their mission and ministry. Following is a list of links for grants available through the presbytery, 
synod, and PC(USA). 
 

Lehigh Presbytery Mission Grants 
 

Grants available through the Synod of the Trinity are described HERE.  
 

Innovation Grant 
Innovation Grant for Congregationally Connected Campus Ministry  
Innovation Grant for New Worshiping Communities 
Innovation Grant for Ecumenical Ministry (coming soon) 
Mission Travel Grant 
Partnership Grant 
Peacemaking Grant 
Student Study Grant 
 

Following are grants I’m aware of on the denominational level.  
 

Presbyterian Women’s Birthday or Thank Offering Grants 
Self Development of People Grants 
Presbyterian Mental Health Ministry Grants 
 

Please call or email if I can be helpful in any way. I would be happy to brainstorm with you! 
 
Grace and peace, 

Rev. Rhonda Kruse 
Transitional Presbytery Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104 
www.lehighpresbytery.org    E-mail address: office@lehighpresbytery.org   Phone number:  610-391-9020 

LLLEEEHHHIIIGGGHHH   PPPRRREEESSSBBBYYYTTTEEERRRYYY      
SSS eee ppp ttt eee mmm bbb eee rrr    222 777 ,,,    222 000 111 999    

For such a time as this, the congregations and leadership of Lehigh Presbytery will partner to challenge 

and resource each other, so that we may boldly risk our comfort for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. 

https://lehighpresbytery.org/2019/take-a-chance-on-change/
https://lehighpresbytery.org/lp/wp-content/uploads/Application-for-Financial-Grant-REVISED-7-2010.pdf
http://www.syntrinity.org/grants/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/giving-funding/grants/birthday-thank-offering-criteria/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/mental-health-ministry/mental-health-ministry-grant-program/
http://www.lehighpresbytery.org/
mailto:office@lehighpresbytery.org
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Energy and creativity were flowing 
as representatives from 
congregations across Lehigh 
Presbytery met on Saturday, 
September 21, 2019 to talk about 
change and transition in our 
churches. 

The September Stated Assembly was held at First 
Presbyterian Church of Stroudsburg, and focused on 
the current climate of change in the PCUSA. Rev. 
Rhonda Kruse, the new Transitional Presbytery 
Leader, shared a message of hope and transformation 
during the worship service portion of the assembly. 
 
Kruse emphasized that one of her primary 
roles as the transitional leader will be 
helping members of the presbytery “to 
open their minds and hearts to discern 
God’s call upon the Body of Christ.” 
 
“If Lehigh Presbytery and its congregations are going 
to successfully transition into God’s new vision for 
the church, we have to work as one, as members of 
one body,” she said. “We must all be willing to take a 
chance on change or we will remain stuck in the status 
quo. Breaking old patterns of behavior will mean 
engaging in more collaboration and cooperation and 
breaking down historic silos, on both the church and 
presbytery level. We can no longer be lone rangers; 
we have to partner with one another and share 
resources.” 
 
Kruse went on to quote the denomination’s Stated 
Clerk, the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson who, whenever 
he’s asked about the future of the PCUSA, responds 
with “We’re not dying; we’re reforming.” 
 
“He’s right,” she said. “We’re not dying. We’re 
transitioning from the way we’ve always done it to a 
new way of being the church. Do not fear. God is in 
this.”  
 
The theme of change and cooperation carried through 
the assembly as Rev. Ed Freeborn, chair of the 
Committee on Ministry reported that Faith United 
Presbyterian Church of Pen Argyl and the 
Presbyterian Parish of Bangor-Roseto have requested 
to merge their congregations, a move that Kruse 
lauded as a model for change. 

After the business meeting and worship service, the 
attendees watched a video recapping this summer’s 
Youth Triennium, in which the youth and adult leader 
Rev. Nicole Vogel discussed the great experience they 
had representing Lehigh Presbytery at the triennium. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendees then worked in small groups to discuss 
ways their churches can grow their outreach ministries 
by focusing on what their passions are, what they are 
presently doing, and if those two areas are the same.  
 
 
 

Change, Transition, and Hope:  

September Presbytery Assembly Looks to the Future 
BByy::  RReevv..  CChhrriissttiinnee  KKaassss  
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GIVING MAGAZINE  

Giving: Growing Joyful 

Stewards in Your Congregation 

is a premier stewardship 

resource for faith communities 

throughout North America.  

Each magazine is packed with thoughtful, 

practical, and inspirational content to help your 

church thrive as it learns to live generously. 

Giving writers and contributors from throughout 

Christ’s church represent decades of study and 

experience as thought leaders and practitioners. 

Articles explore the intersection of faith and 

giving and offer practical information on Christian 

stewardship for all generations. 

After two decades of publication, in 2019, Giving 

magazine expanded to four issues per year and 

transitioned to a digital-only resource. This year’s 

issues focus on stewardship and mission, 

stewardship and relationships, stewardship and 

leadership, and stewardship and generosity. An 

annual Giving magazine subscription is just 

$25.00. 

 

https://stewardshipresources.org/product-

category/resources/giving-magazine/ 

 
Stewardship Navigator 

 

The Stewardship Navigator is a tool, 

provided at no cost to your 

congregation, to help you create a year-

round stewardship program, along with 

customized materials for your 

congregation. 

 

https://stewardshipnavigator.com/ 

 

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace 

of God, serve one another with whatever 

gift each of you has received.”  1Peter 4:10 

 

 

Are you a PC(USA) 
Minister?  

 

How do ministers fulfill their call? 
 How do changes in the life of the 
church and in society affect the 
emotional and physical well-being 
of a minister?  
Help the PC(USA) answer these 
questions and more by taking the 
ministers survey. (Keep in mind 
that this is a comprehensive 
survey that could take up to 45 
minutes). 

TAKE OUR SURVEY!  
 
 

https://stewardshipresources.org/product-category/resources/giving-magazine/
https://stewardshipresources.org/product-category/resources/giving-magazine/
http://www.stewardshipnavigator.com/
http://www.stewardshipnavigator.com/
http://www.stewardshipnavigator.com/
https://stewardshipnavigator.com/
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4845895/Minister-Survey-2019
https://www.pcusa.org/#home-carousel
https://www.pcusa.org/#home-carousel
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Lehigh Presbytery News 

BASKET SOCIAL, BAKE SALE, 
CHURCH FLEA TABLES, 

FOOD 
 

Presbyterian Church of Catasauqua,  
210 Pine Street, Catasauqua, PA  

 
  Friday October 4, 2019  

from 4 – 7 p.m.   
  Saturday, October 5, 2019  

from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
 

Join us for a fun day 
of browsing, shopping 
and delicious 

desserts.  

We look forward to seeing you 

there! 

www.cattypresbyterian.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RETIRED CLERGY DAY AWAY 

At Green Pastures 

Home of Andrew and Joyce Barton 

302 Bridle Path Lane, Weatherly, PA  18255 

Wednesday, October 16, 2019 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Lunch provided 

(donations accepted) 

Join us for a leisurely day apart for fellowship, sharing, and 

lunch. We will get to know one another better and talk a bit 

about our spiritual life in retirement. 

SPOUSES WELCOME! 

RSVP to andrewtaylorbarton@gmail.com 

Or call or text 609-617-2802 

http://www.cattypresbyterian.com/
mailto:andrewtaylorbarton@gmail.com
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Do you want to learn about the initiative on 
the issue of farm labor exploitation – its 

causes and solutions – and how alliances 
between farmworkers and consumers are being 
forged in an effort to enlist the market power of 
major corporate buyers to help end that 
exploitation?  
 
Since 2001, farmworkers have partnered with 
people of faith, students and young people, and 
communities all over the country to win respect 
for workers from some of the largest corporations 
in the world. Our speaker, Sue Ayers, will share 
information on the national Campaign for Fair 

Food. 

 
The Campaign has combined creative, on-the-
ground actions with cutting edge online organizing 
to win Fair Food Agreements with fourteen multi-
billion dollar food retailers, including Walmart, 
Ahold USA, McDonald’s, Subway, and Compass 
Group, establishing more humane farm labor 
standards and fairer wages for farmworkers.  

Alongside farmworkers and 90% of tomato 
growers, participating buyers are a key part of 
the Fair Food Program (FFP). Through the 
Program, these buyers support a wage increase and 
require a human-rights-based Code of Conduct to 
be implemented on the farms. 
 

Join the Presbyterian Women on Saturday 
October 26, 2019 at Westminster Village to learn 
more about this problem and see how we can 
help. 
 

Presbyterian Women Event 
Campaign on Fair Food 

Saturday, October 26, 2019 
At 9:30 a.m. 

Westminster Village 
803 N. Wahneta Street, Allentown, PA 

 
9:30 a.m.   Registration and Refreshments 
10:00 a.m. Program – Campaign for Fair 

Food              
Speaker:  Sue Ayers  
with questions & answers 
Communion 

12:00 p.m.  Lunch 

Free will and Least Coin Offering will be 
taken 
 
RSVP by OCTOBER 12 to Nora Harford  
610-782-8542 or nmharford@gmail.com 

 

Come learn about the National Campaign for Fair Food 

 

 
 

Allentown, Bethlehem, Easton, Lehighton, Palmerton, and Reading CROP Hunger Walks: Sunday, October 13, 2019 

Schuylkill Haven CROP Hunger Walk: Sunday, October 6, 2019 

For more information, to register, or to donate, please contact your congregation or go to  
www.crophungerwalk.org 

The CROP Hunger Walk is a great fellowship and service event for families, youth groups, adult groups, and congregations. 

Twenty-five percent of the funds raised by the CROP Hunger Walk returns to the community in which the walk is held. The 
remaining 75% is used by Church World Service for disaster relief (e.g., for communities in the United States and around the 
world devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, and floods) and development assistance (e.g., assisting poor families 
with clean drinking water, seeds, tools, and irrigation). 
 

 

http://www.fairfoodprogram.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crophungerwalk.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR054VMvf91CRciCYtjPv8tAdGpqTmrvIUMp1y6uBMrfLB14oYG35oPJNeo&h=AT09WNlixz2khC0BxT9fAtgNhQdMdiiPd8Fbo5NNzR7xr13ywOYGRG4xbOzjkZrk85HL-twVdW5mFfORzU48UvccmwPjs3i6VgzaBAF5RoXhQiODdn3RQprs9r1sJovVsd_gpyRdZDCsMDNq80yNUcXbdLWVFUGDFw
mailto:nmharford@gmail.com
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A Team Approach to Worship Design
Audrey Wells, director of Under the Tuscan Sun, 
describes how the use of non-professionals enriched 
the film crew’s effort to tell their story. For scenes 
in the town’s piazza, local people who walked there 
every day were asked to serve as “extras.” For the 
food scenes, a nearby restaurant cooked the meals. 
After its release, many local participants gathered 
at the movie theater, which itself had appeared in 
the film, to enjoy the story they had helped to tell. 
From the director’s perspective, non-professional 
involvement only served to enhance the filmmaking 
experience.1

The same can be true for worship. Appreciation 
increases when everyone, professionals and non- 
professionals alike, take part in the preparation. In 
this method, the pastor gives up the role of solo oper-
ator to recognize the part that worship leaders can 
play in “producing” the worship service. Though more 
complicated than working alone, it can also be more 
spiritually rewarding. Len Wilson and Jason Moore, 
writing for the context of contemporary worship, offer 
a model for worship teams that can be adapted to a 
variety of worship styles.2

Recruiting Team Members
A worship team does not have to be large to be effec-
tive. In fact, large teams may be more complicated to 
manage and more prone to conflict than small ones. 
The best size for brainstorming appears to be between 
four and seven persons. In recruiting, seek general-
ists rather than specialists, and try to represent the 
church’s demographic makeup such as age, gender, 
race, and cultural or political perspectives. People 
who get along well with others are always a plus.3 

Team Member Roles
To facilitate planning, roles may be assigned to 
certain team members. The pastor selects a theme 
and interprets the Scripture lesson that supports it. 

However, the role of producer (or team leader) is 
better filled by a lay person. Though this role is fre-
quently overlooked, the producer manages the team 
and acts as the point person in all stages of imple-
menting the worship plan. The key purpose is not 
to act as the decision maker, but to implement deci-
sions that were made as a group.4 The band leader 
or music director ensures that the music selections 
align with the team’s design for the service. Some 
churches opt for full team involvement in selecting 
the songs, while others will leave this entirely up to 
the music leader. A writer develops language and 
metaphors that express the theme set by the pastor. 
This can be a call to worship or more informal open-
ing remarks by the person who opens the service. 
For leaders who prefer not to read from a script, 
“talking points” can be used so that the speaker can 
then improvise. A technical director is needed to 
deal with various aspects of media, including sound, 
lighting, and projection. 



How Often to Meet
Worship planning can be time intensive. Team mem-
bers’ available time and the team’s scope of responsi-
bility are important considerations when determining 
how often to meet. Most churches select one of three 
options. 

Some churches use a single team meeting once per 
week. One advantage of this approach is that frequent 
meetings tend to be an aid to relationship building. 
This arrangement can often seem better suited to paid 
staff members than to volunteers with busy schedules 
to navigate, and it can be wearing over time. 

To alleviate the burden, some churches spread 
responsibilities out by creating multiple teams that 
meet weekly or on rotation. In the rotation option, dif-
ferent teams take responsibility for one Sunday out of 
three or four, meeting one time ahead of the service to 
do planning. 

Finally, some churches hold a single team meet-
ing once every few weeks or monthly, gathering for 
several hours to plan multiple services. This model 
may work best for a small church or one in which 
volunteers, not staff, do much of the work. In this 
approach, the team may find it necessary to focus 
more on the big picture by brainstorming themes, 
metaphors, songs, and other creative elements with-
out worrying at this point about how it will all fit 
together. Some of the details may need to be left up 
to individual team members to determine outside of 
the meeting.5

A Weekly List of Team Decisions
No matter how frequently it meets, every worship 
team or its appointed leader must make a series of 
decisions: 

1. the Scripture lesson on which the service is based
2. the central theme or main idea of the service 

expressed as simply as possible
3. a statement of the human condition, the real life 

issue that the good news of the service addresses
4. a visual metaphor, a single image that expresses 

the main idea in a way that the congregation can 
connect with

5. the goal that the team is trying to achieve
6. the creative elements to include in the service to 

get the idea across, which could include photos, 
video clips, graphic images, or anything else that 

worshippers can see, hear, feel, taste or touch that 
might help them experience the message. 

These decisions, when made by the group, become 
action items to check off and report back to the group 
about.6

Organize Loosely
Cathy Townley, a worship consultant, offers another 
way to think about worship teams that emphasizes 
building relationships over filling specific roles based 
on skills. Based on her experience in starting a new 
church, she advocates organizing loosely, allowing 
newcomers to seek their own level of participation, and 
resisting attempts to be locked into a set pattern. As 
a church planter, she discovered that she was really a 
one-person team, and that she spent much of her time 
networking with a variety of people, building relation-
ships with them, and asking them to take one piece of 
a particular week’s worship plan to help her with. The 
result may be a worship service that is not highly pro-
duced, but immensely satisfying for participants, and it 
can spur member involvement and church growth over 
time.7

A Richer View from Many Perspectives
Marcia McFee, a worship consultant, compares the 
congregation’s experience of worship to a circle of 
people viewing a beautiful sculpture from the perim-
eter of the room. The experience is richer from many 
perspectives than from only one or two angles. In the 
same way, worship planning using teams can create a 
fuller, more meaningful experience than if only one 
or two persons are involved. That fuller experience is 
what congregations are all about.8

1. Marcia McFee, Think Like a Film Maker: Sensory-Rich Wor-
ship Design for Unforgettable Messages (Truckee, CA: Trokay Press, 
2016), 43.

2. Len Wilson and Jason Moore, Taking Flight with Creativity: 
Worship Design Teams That Work (Nashville: Abingdon, 2009).

3. Ibid., 25-29.
4. Ibid., 39-48.
5. Ibid., 49-55.
6. Ibid., 79-92.
7. Cathy Townley, Missional Worship: Increasing Attendance and 

Expanding the Boundaries of Your Church (St. Louis, MO: Chalice 
Press, 2011), 61-79.

8. Marcia McFee, Think Like a Film Maker, 65.
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Let’s Take a Walk: The Ministry of Accompaniment
Walking alongside someone in a time of need can be 
vastly reassuring. The ministry of “accompaniment,” 
often provided by churches in support for immigrants 
facing deportation, takes the metaphor of “walking 
alongside” to mean a commitment to be present and 
bear witness to the struggle for fair treatment. With 
a little imagination, the accompaniment model could 
be stretched to include a ministry of presence to any-
one who struggles, whether due to immigration woes, 
poverty, or addiction. Accompanying someone who 
feels vulnerable or threatened can offer something 
intangible—the gift of reassurance. 

With Immigrants 
Some churches have begun recruiting volunteers to 
accompany immigrants faced with the possibility of 
deportation by US Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE). These friends of the detained are typically 
not lawyers and do not offer legal advice. Instead, they 
provide something more simple and intangible—a 
ministry of presence and of bearing witness for indi-
viduals who might be forced to face government attor-
neys alone, given that the Sixth Amendment does not 
guarantee immigrants the right to a lawyer.  The expe-
rience can be daunting, and it is complicated by the fact 
that many immigrants lack basic English proficiency. 
Walking with such a person may not provide all the 
answers for them, but it may render the process a bit 
more humane. 

Church leaders can be present with immigrants: 
(1) at check-ins required by ICE, (2) at court hear-
ings for individuals who have not been detained, and
(3) at court hearings for those who have already been
detained. According to Sara Gozalo, an organizer who
trains volunteers, accompaniment involves “advocacy
without confrontation. Even if you feel like you’re not
doing anything, your presence there means a lot. I
promise you. It’s much harder to deport someone when
people are watching.”1

In addition to being present at court hearings, church 
leaders can support immigrants by accompanying fam-
ilies with children to school and assisting with enroll-
ment, or sponsoring an open house for parents, teachers, 
and administrators to discuss ways to help. Beyond this, 
build a relationship with the Department of Homeland 
Security office by attending Community Relations Meet-
ings sponsored by the agency. Finally, help immigrants 
find lawyers by holding information sessions about rep-
utable immigration service providers.2 

With Prisoners
Accompaniment methods can be used in support of 
ministry with prisoners. For instance, St. Anne’s Catho-
lic Community, thirty-two miles northwest of Chicago, 
became involved in a program for mothers in prison 
that allows these mothers the opportunity to visit with 
their children. Sponsored by the Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Illinois, the “Visits to Mom” program pro-
vides free transportation to children whose mothers 



are incarcerated. For volunteers from St. Anne’s, this 
typically translates into an eleven- or twelve-hour day 
due to the drive required to and from the Decatur and 
Logan Correctional Centers. That’s a three-hour round 
trip from Barrington to Chicago and a five-hour round 
trip to and from the two prisons. These visits often rep-
resent the only chance for many of these mothers, a 
number of them serving time for drug offenses, to see 
their children.3

With Others in Need
Likewise, a ministry of presence and support can be 
achieved through mentoring or advising for persons 
struggling with poverty or addiction. The West Side 
Campaign against Hunger (WCAH), located  in the 
basement of the St. Paul and St. Andrew United Meth-
odist Church in upper Manhattan, offers a supermar-
ket-style food pantry that allows customers to choose 
which foods they will receive. Every new customer 
can receive the aid of a social service counselor who 
explains how to shop, how to apply for a health plan, 
how to find a doctor, and how to determine eligibil-
ity for federal programs such as SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program); Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC); and Free and Reduced Price School 
Meals, as well as the pantry’s own programs. Mentoring 
may also lead customers to job training and classes in 
General Educational Development (GED) and English 
as a Second Language (ESL). WCAH’s social service 
counseling metaphorically “walks with” customers 
who might be confused by the complicated web of ser-
vices available.

Taking the First Steps
To get started with immigrant ministry, consider offer-
ing training for volunteers using online resources from 
the New Sanctuary Coalition of New York City, the 
United States Council of Catholic Bishops campaign, 
or Justice for Immigrants.4

For prison ministry, consult with a prison chaplain 
before visiting a state or federal facility or read the arti-
cle, “Six Rules of Thumb for Prison Ministry: Advice 
for Pastors and Ministry Leaders” available from the 
United Methodist Church’s General Board of Disci-
pleship. For a deeper dive, explore online resources 
for church leaders on in-prison, re-entry, family, and 
mentoring ministries as well as justice reform offered 
by Prison Fellowship, founded by Chuck Colsen.5

For persons struggling with poverty, sponsor nutri-
tion and cooking workshops to educate food pantry or 
lunch program patrons on the importance and avail-
ability of fresh food. Give referrals to free or low-cost 
health care and social service benefits in the area. 
Recruit and train patrons to become volunteers in 
running the program. Start community discussions 
on hunger, poverty, and food security using resources 
from organizations such as WhyHunger and Bread for 
the World, both of which focus on empowering indi-
viduals and changing public policy related to food.6

“A Purpose to Being a Christian”
Accompaniment can have a profound impact for both 
the accompanist and the one accompanied. Grace 
Yukich, a sociologist, documents this in her study 
of the New Sanctuary Movement’s earlier work with 
immigrants in New York City in 2008. One woman, 
a member of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-
herd in Brooklyn, testified to a group of immigrant 
support activists about her newfound faith that 
resulted from an accompaniment experience. She had 
been accompanying a Chinese couple to check-ins for 
several months. Though she had little prior experience 
with immigrants, she found her faith commitment 
deepening as she attended church with the couple, 
met occasionally at a restaurant to check on the cou-
ple’s situation, and also went with them to periodic 
check-in meetings with immigration officials. Though 
never particularly committed to immigrant rights 
before, she began to experience a newfound sense of 
faith. “This is the first time I have felt there was a pur-
pose to being a Christian.”7

1. Katrina Shakarian, “As Trump Pushes Deportations, Volun-
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2. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,“10 Things You 
Can Do to Accompany Immigrants,” May 2017, https://tinyurl 
.com/ycmyrguv.

3. Victor Claman and David Butler, Acting on Your Faith: Con-
gregations Making a Difference (Boston: Insights, 1994), 21.

4. https://www.newsanctuarynyc.org/; https://justicefor 
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5. https://www.prisonfellowship.org/resources/training-resources/
6. https://whyhunger.org, https://bread.org
7. Grace Yukich, One Family under God: Immigration Politics 

and Progressive Religion in America (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2013), 74.
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